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And let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on 

Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 
For the joy set before him he endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Hebrews 12:1-2 

The coach who is trying to get 
his/her players to practice 
harder… The teacher tries to 
teach a full lesson right before 
Christmas or summer vaca-
tion…The parent who is trying 
to help the “wandering” son or 
daughter with homework at the 
kitchen table.  We’ve all been in 
one of those positions, haven’t 
we?  Either we are the ones 
who need to focus or we’re im-
ploring someone else to get 
more serious and work harder. 

The word “Focus” ties in nicely 
with our Bible passage and 
school year theme at Minneso-
ta Valley Lutheran High School.  
“Eyes on Christ.” The focus here 
is not on academics, sports, 

music, or some other event.   
Rather, the focus is spiritual in 
nature.  The mission of MVL is 
“training students for Christian 
lives on earth and for eternity.”  
We want our students in heav-
en with us.  Helping  our stu-
dents grow in their faith is what 
is fundamental to the educa-
tion at our school.  Whether it’s 
religion class or chapel, discus-
sions in secular courses about 
spiritual related matters, or 
personal counseling, the focus  

is on Jesus, the “pioneer 
andperfecter of faith.” 

We know that our students’ 
faith will be questioned and 
challenged after they leave the 
halls of MVL.  That’s why we are 
so compelled to provide them 
with an education that pre-
pares them for that.  That’s why 
the focus is so laser like.  That’s 
why we pray with them and for 
them.  Focus!  Let’s ask God to 
provide us  - everyone in the 
MVL family – with an even 
greater focus to provide these 
young people with a faith that 
will remain unshaken so that 
one day, they will join our Lord 
in heaven! 

Focus!

“Eyes on Christ.” The focus here is not on academics, 
sports, music, or some other event.  Rather, the focus is 

spiritual in nature. 

Tim Plath 
MVLHS Principal 
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Tracking the progress 
There have been exciting things 
going on out at the track field, 
and we’re not just talking about 

Cross Country events!  This fall, 
thanks to the MVL Booster Club 
and some generous donors, a 
rubber surface was applied to 
the outer lanes of the track, as 
well as the high jump and long 
jump areas.  Head Track Coach 
Rollin Timm explained that we 
will now be able to train 
athletes on a dedicated surface-
which is similar to what they are 

competing on. There will be 
hurdles and exchange zones in 
locations that resemble meets.  
In addition, the chances of 
injury to athletes while training 
on the new surface, will be 
greatly reduced.  

Workers from Fisher Track, Inc. 
spent several days completing 
the surfacing work. This is one 
of the many gifts the MVL 
Booster Club has provided for 
the school over the years.  The 

proceeds from this year’s MVL 
Booster Club Auction went to 
this  track project.   

The track project itself was 
started in the fall of 2018 and 
has been a work in progress.  
Many have donated supplies, 
resources, and time to make 
sure our MVL track and cross 
country athletes have a dedicat-
ed, up-to-date facility where 
they can train and compete!      

This year MVL is blessed to 
welcome two new fulltime teachers 
to our faculty.  

Kirk Schauland comes to us from 
Emmanuel Lutheran School in New 
London, WI where he served as the 
Technology Coordinator, upper 
grade teacher, as well as principal 

for three of the four years he was 
there. He is our new Director of 
Technology. He also teaches 9th 
grade Computer Applications and 
serves as Strength and Conditioning 
Coach.  Kirk is married to Kelly and 
they are blessed with four children: 
Ethan, Eli, Ella, and Elayna.   

Anthony Norrick comes to us from 
Peace Lutheran in Kisimmee Florida, 
where he was the High School 
Director, Youth Coordinator, Athletic 
Director, and basketball coach.  
Anthony serves as MVL’s Learning 
Coordinator.  He is teaching 
Pre-Algebra, Consumer Math, 
Foundations of English, as well as 

overseeing (3) directed study halls. 
He also serves at the assistant 
Football Coach. Anthony is married 
to Mary Lou and they have been 
blessed with four boys: Jaren, Calen, 
Benjamin, and Andrew.   

We welcome both men to the MVL 
family and pray God blesses your 
ministry here!   

Focus On New Faces at MVL 
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Focus On Blessings 
The Spirit of MVL Gala 2021 will be 
held at the Best Western located in 
New Ulm on Saturday, November 20.  
This year, the theme of the Gala is 
“Focus on Blessings”.  We will recognize 
the Spirit-filled service of Drew and 
Sharon Buck, Valerie Holzhueter,  

and Professor Keith Wessel and 
present them with the Spirit of MVL 
Award for  the work, support, and their 

passions they have shared with MVL 
over the years.  

The evening will start at 5:00 p.m. with 
a social hour. During this time, you will 
have  an opportunity to fellowship with 
the award winners and have pictures 
taken. There will be appetizers 
provided, and a cash bar available.   

The meal will begin shortly after 
6:00 p.m.  The award ceremony will 
take place just after the meal. Those 
individuals who nominated one of our 
award winners will introduce them and

Friends of MVL are invited to the Gala.  
Tickets are $50 each, or $300  
for a table of 8. If you are interested in 
attending the Spirit of MVL Gala,  
please contact Sarah Allee at  
sallee@mvlhs.org or 507-354-6851 to 
reserve a seat or table.  

Congratulations to Drew, Sharon, 
Valerie and Keith! We look forward to 
a fun evening celebrating these  
individuals and the support they have 
offered to MVL over the years!   

Please consider joining us for this 
exciting event!!   

Drew and Sharon Buck 

Professor Keith Wessel and Family 

give them their Spirit of MVL Award. 

Following the awards ceremony, the 
auction will take place, featuring some 
wonderful items, including a year of 
gas, and a unique item created by our 
own Ken Opitz.  Formal events for the 
evening will conclude with the annual 
Appeal to the Heart. This year, the 
funds raised at the Gala will support 
our Partnership Fund, provide 
funding for new gym floor mats, and 
fund renovation to our fitness center.   

There will be time and space for 
additional fellowship after the events 
end, if so desired.  

Valerie Holzhueter  

Looking Ahead… 
Fall Play 
November 5, 7 p.m. 
November 6, 7 p.m. 
November 7, 2 p.m. 

Veteran’s Recognition Program  
November 10 

Christmas Sacred  Concert  
December 22, 7 p.m. 

Christmas Break 
December 23-January 4 

Office Closed 
December 24 
January 31 

mailto:sallee@mvlhs.org
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Grandparent’s Day 2021 took place 
on October 7th and 8th, with MVL 
welcoming 300 grandparents to our 
campus!  It was wonderful to see 
smiling, friendly faces back in person 
for this special day!  

Grandparents were able to chose from 
2 different schedules on the two days, 
all of which included either brunch or 
lunch, chapel, and two class periods 
with their grandchild.  

Upon arriving, grandparents were 
greeted by National Honor Society 
Students. They received a special 
goodie bag which, among other things,  
included two free passes to an MVL 
event and “Proud MVL Grandparent” 

buttons!  Ruth Klossner was also on 
hand taking individual photos of 
grandparents with their  grandchild, as 
well as photos throughout the event.    

Faculty and staff enjoyed the 
opportunity to visit with old friends 
and get to know new ones as well!  

It was truly a joy to see the students 
interact with their grandparents. You 
could tell the grandparents were 
exited and interested to learn more 
about what goes on during their 
grandchild’s school day as well. Love 
for each other, and for their Savior, 
was evident in all!   

We want to let each and every 
grandparent know how thankful we 

are for you!  The example you have 
given your family in the area of 
education, but especially Christian 
education, is eternally important.  

You are an integral part of our work 
here! MVL is grateful for your strong 
and  continual support of the students 
and the ministry of training students 
for Christians lives here and in 
eternity!  

Congratulations to Minnesota Valley 
Lutheran High School’s Maggie  
Hamen who is one of 32,000 
students from across the country 
to earn academic honors from the 
College Board’s National Recognition 
Programs!  
Maggie was named a College Board 
National Rural and Small Town 
Recognition Program 2021-2022  
Scholar. Maggie, a senior, is the 
daughter of Ryan and Susan Hamen, 

and a resident of Belle Plaine. 
Maggie earned this recognition by 
excelling on her PSAT/NMSQT and in 
her classes. Eligible students have a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher and have 
excelled on the PSAT/NMSQT or 
PSAT 10, or earned a score of 3 or 
higher on two or more AP Exams; 
are African American or Black, 
Hispanic American or Latino, or 
Indigenous, and/or attend school in 
a rural area or small town.  

Grandparents Sighted! 
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Homecoming Happenings 
Rain or shine, the MVL Charger Foot-
ball Team puts  forth their all in every 
game.  Homecoming this year was no 
exception.  Even with heavy rain  

soaking players and fans alike during 
the last few minutes of the game, our 
team pulled out an exciting win over  

the rival Adrian Dragons with a final 
score of 16-15.  

Half time was as 
busy as usual 
this year.  MVL 
Foundation 
Treasurer  
David Luepke 
was on hand to 
present  the 
tuition assis-
tance check of 
$120,000 to two 
of our Student 

Council members.  The MVL Founda-
tion generously provides tuition 
assistance for our students every year.  

The crowning of the 2021 King and 
Queen was next on the agenda.  Isaac 

Bakke and Mia Johnson found them-
selves wearing crowns after the fun.  

This year MVL honored members of  
the 1996 state bound football team on 
the 25th anniversary of the event.  Alt-
hough they didn’t win at state back in  

the day, it was a milestone for MVL in 
making it there.  It was fun seeing old 
faces, still shining brightly, and a few 
still donning their old football jerseys! 

The fun didn’t stop after the football 
game either!  Alumni, friends, and  

fans of MVL moved just down the 

street to the NU Community Center  
for the annual Homecoming Social.  
There were free beverages, appetizers, 
door prizes, and games for all in  

attendance, which included plenty of 
future Chargers!   

Students and teacher chaperones 
headed back out to the high school for 
the Homecoming Dance and the  

evening ended with the ritual favorite, 
lighting of the MVL Lightning Bolt. 

Charge on! 
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Memorial & Honorary Gifts 
The following memorials were received July 1 - October 1, 2021. 
Unless otherwise designated, memorial gifts to MVL are invested 
in the General Fund Endowment, which accrues earnings that are 
used for the operating budget. 

In memory of 

Leroy Black   $ 200.00          

Gwen Tjernagel   $ 290.00 

Jane Trebelhorn $ 350.00 

Dave Kramer  $   35.00 
Dale Oswald $   40.00 

Richard Tietz $   20.00 

John & Olga Bentz  $   20.00 
Walter & Elviena Becker $   20.00 

Curtis Boeder $   40.00 

Warren Schnobrich $ 100.00 
Ed Grunst  $   20.00 

Phyllis Kaesermann $ 300.00 

Carol  Schultz $   50.00 
Shirley Fluegge $   10.00 

Arnold Hinderman $   20.00  

MVL ASSOCIATION 
CHURCHES 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Arlington, Minnesota 

Courtland Lutheran Church 
Courtland, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Fairfax, Minnesota 

Norwegian Grove Lutheran 
Church 

Gaylord, Minnesota  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Gibbon, Minnesota 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Morgan, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Nicollet, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

Peace Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
St. James, Minnesota  

Norseland Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota  

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota 

On the Cover
Members of the pep band preform at the halftime of many 
MVL sporting events.  These clarinet players are “focusing” 

on their music. It illustrates the focus we as Christians 
should have on our Savior at all times.  The band students 

practice continually throughout the year for such 
opportunities to enhance MVL events.  We are truly 

thankful for the talents they share!   

Jane Hermel        $   20.00 
Janann  Johnson        $   25.00 

Darvin Raddatz        $   25.00 

Carol Stoltz        $ 100.00 
Kevin Blank’s Brother  $   25.00 

Darlene Havemeier      $ 100.00 

Darla Mae Grefe        $   50.00 
Elmer Kasten        $   50.00 

In honor of 
Matt & Amy Pearson        $    50.00 

Richmond & Connie  

       Sharf        $2000.00 
Edwin & Rosetta 

 Tishcer  $   25.00 
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Tuition Assistance; the gift that keeps on giving.
Did you know that annually MVL awards 
over $150,000 in tuition assistance to 
students and their families based on 
circumstances and needs? 

This is a true blessing to the student and 
their families.  It allows some that would 
not be able to attend MVL receive the 
excellent, Christ centered education 
they may otherwise not.  An MVL 
education keeps them focused on their 
Savior, daily, throughout their high 
school career.  

A large portion of the tuition assistance 
comes from the annual gift from the 
MVL Foundation. Each year they take a 

portion of their earnings and give it to 
MVL for this purpose.   

It doesn’t stop there!  Did you know that 
each school year, many individuals give 
generously to our Tuition Assistance 
Program? The funds given to the Tuition 
Assistance Program go to students the 
same year in which they are given.  This 
past year, over $50,000 in gifts have 
been given to the Tuition Assistance 
Program to  reduce tuition costs for 
families, by individuals just like you!  Any 
gift, whether $5 or $5000, adds up 
quickly when put with other gifts. 
Together you make a big difference to 
many students attending MVL!  

We would like to say a big thank you  
to those who generously give to this 
fund!  You are appreciated and needed. 

If you are interested in giving to the 
Tuition Assistance Program, MVL 
Foundation, Partnership Fund, or 
Operating Endowment you may use the 
envelope included with this issue of  
HiLites to do so.  For more information 
on giving opportunities, or if you have 
questions, please contact the school 
office at 507-354-6851. We thank God 
for each of you who partners with us to 
fulfil this important ministry!

Fun Fact: 

Most of the photos 
in each issue of the 
MVL HiLites are 
taken by the students 
in Mr. Lundsten  ’s 
Desktop Publishing 
class. The students 
are able to learn 
aspects of 
photography with 
hands on experience.   




