
 

45638 561st Ave., New Ulm, MN 56073 

Phone: 507.354.6851          
mvl.org    

Training students for Christian lives 

   

 

Principal’s Message 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

3 2021-22 Info 

4 Booster Club 

4 Counselor Connection 

5 AD Corner  

7 Lunch Menu 

8 Calendar 

MARCH 2021|  VOLUME XXI |  NUMBER 6 

Balancing Act 
 
How’s your sense of balance?  After a running injury a few years ago, 
the physical therapist said that I needed to strengthen my hamstrings.  
One of the exercises prescribed was to stand on one foot with my eyes 
closed and count to 20.  I’m still working on reaching that goal.  I will 
admit that I’m better on it with one leg as compared to the other. 
 
That’s a bit how it’s felt this year – a balancing act. My eyes are closed 
because as we look ahead, I have no clue what our gracious Lord has in 
mind for us.  So, the length of time that I can balance while keeping my 
eyes closed is pretty short.  I open my eyes, catch my balance and try 
again.  Perhaps you often feel the same way. 
 
What’s going to happen with the spring drama production?  Prom? 
Prism Concert? Graduation? The impact of the pandemic seems to be 
trending favorable and we hope and pray it continues.  We will continue 
to balance the wellness and safety of our students, faculty, staff and 
families with the desire to offer as many activities as we can, all while 
also keeping in mind the protocols that the state would like us to follow. 
 
As I think about that, I have to open my eyes again and regain my bal-
ance.  Thankfully, our Lord is always there to catch us when we start 
losing our balance.  That loss of balance in our lives originates in the sin 
which is a part of our daily lives.  We get so focused on earthly things, 
that we lose sight of what is really important – God loved me so much 
that He sent Jesus to die for me.  I lean on Him for balance.  Hopefully, 
that’s what we’re teaching our students here at MVL.   
 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,  
“plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
Jeremiah 29:11 

 
The words of Jeremiah provide us the balance we need.  Let’s lean on 
our Lord for strength and balance.  When we lose our balance, let’s ask 
Him to forgive us and try again.  May God bless our efforts!  
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Senior Photos Needed! 
The MVL yearbook needs your senior photo. Please  
reserve good judgment for apparel and poses.  These  
photos do not need to be professional photos. All photos 
are subject to review by the yearbook committee.  
The deadline for senior photos is March 31, 2020 

The 2020-2021 School Year 
The 2020-2021 Academic calendar has been posted on 
our MVL  website under the Academics tab.  We are  
hoping that an early release of this schedule will help you 
prepare for next school year and the scheduling of  
vacations and doctors’ appointments.   

2020-2021 PSEO and Online Class Information 
MVL offers both online courses and PSEO options. If your 
student is interested in participating in either online    
classes or in PSEO, please see the MVL website for more 
information. http://mvl.org/academics/ 

2021-2022 

Re-Enrollment Information  
MVL is partnering with FACTS Management System to 
offer our parents an improved and more efficient  
process for applications, enrollment, and tuition and fee 
management. FACTS will replace our current TADS  
system. Keep an eye out for more information on this in 
the coming weeks.  
 
 
 
FACTS Enrollment System 

The FACTS Enrollment system will bring the whole  

registration process to one place. We believe this will 

benefit families and make us more efficient. Families 

can sign up for payment plans during enrollment or  

reenrollment. Parents can complete application and  

enrollment packets with any device – from laptop to 

smartphone. 
 
FACTS Tuition Management 

FACTS Tuition Management expands the payment  

opportunities for our families and simplifies payment 

tracking and management. It also helps schools improve 

communication with families, streamlines admissions 

and enrollment processes, and provides a single system 

to capture tuition and fees. 
 
Benefits for Families 
 Online registration for payment plans is simple. 
 Payment methods include ACH, checks and debit/

credit cards. Families can also pay online, over the 
phone, by mail, or with auto-debit. 

 Manage account from any device. 
 Payment reminders available. 
 Customer service with live agents or web chat. 
 All data protected by industry-leading security 

standards. 

Optimist Club Grant 
Last summer, the Optimist Club in New Ulm reached out 
to MVL Principal Tim Plath and offered grant money to 
purchase non-budgeted items that could enhance the 
curriculum and student learning experience at MVL. We 
were able to submit proposals to the Optimist Club for a 
number of different ideas. They responded in a very 
generous way. 
 
One example of this generosity was a $3,000 grant for 
the music department to purchase guitars. The guitars 
would be used in the required freshman music course, 
allowing us to study music theory, and then apply it in a 
very tangible way. Like learning a foreign language, we 
now can take the vocabulary of music and put those 
things into practice, deepening our understanding and 
retention of musical theory and ideas. 
 
The guitars were purchased near the end of the first se-
mester, and we've begun to implement them at the be-
ginning of this second semester. What a blessing it is 
that we have been given this opportunity! We offer a 
sincere thank you to Karla Havemeier and the Optimist 
Club of New Ulm. We are so excited to see the benefits 
of these guitars for years to come. 
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  National Merit Scholarship Program Finalist 
Over 1.5 million high school seniors 
across the United States took the PSAT 
assessment last fall.  
The National Merit Scholarship  
Corporation (NMSC) serves to  
recognize high school seniors for their 
academic achievements. In February, 
some 15,000 Semifinalists were notified 
that they have advanced to Finalist standing.  
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School senior Jonah 
Kramer has been informed that he has advanced to the 
Finalist group. 

According to the MNSC website: “All winners of Merit 
Scholarship awards are chosen from the Finalist group 
based on their abilities, skills, and accomplishments—
without regard to gender, race, ethnic origin, or reli-
gious preference. A variety of information is available 
for NMSC to evaluate: The Finalist's academic record, 
information about the school's curriculum and grading 
system, PSAT/NMSQT Selection Index score, the high 
school official's written recommendation, information 
about the student's activities and leadership, and the 
Finalist's own essay.” 

Kramer will learn whether he is a recipient of a scholar-
ship as early as next month. 

Booster Club Auction 
Jeans and Dreams' DATE is MOVING!*   Under the rec-
ommendation of Turner Hall, the Booster Club has de-
cided to move the event date of the MVL Jeans and 
Dreams Booster Club Auction to August 21, 2021 in 
hopes that some of the current restrictions will be lifted 
by that date!  This event will still be held at Turner Hall! 
 
Our auction this year has received some amazing dona-
tions that are seasonal in nature.  We are going to offer 
those items in a fun Jeans and Dreams Spring Online 
Auction running March 20th - 27th!  This online auction 
will feature our time-sensitive donations...as well as get 
everyone excited for the in-person auction in August! 
 
Mark your calendars with these new dates and 
check MVL Booster Club's Facebook page MVL's web-
site, or MVL's Facebook page for updates! 
 
Hope to see you all in your denim in August! 

PSEO 
Sophomores and Juniors: 
Mr. Smith is now the contact person for PSEO (post sec-
ondary enrollment option). Steps for considering PSEO 
for next fall include: 
 
 Student and parents/guardians are required to con-

tact the School Counselor’s office to talk over the 
process and discuss any questions or concerns.       
An in-person meeting must then take place. 

 All course work must be pre-approved by the School 
Counselor and Registrar in order to be considered 
for high school credit. Unapproved coursework will 
NOT be considered for high school graduation      
credits.  

 All PSEO course work will be included in the          
student’s high school records, GPA, credits, and 
graduation requirements. 

 Interested students who qualify for the program are 
to notify the School Counselor prior to April 1st 
(deadline for notification). 

 
  
ACT Test - April and June test dates 
Sophomores and Juniors: 
The April 17, 2021 ACT has a regular registration 
deadline of March 12th. If you are considering taking the 
ACT in April, it is being offered in Mankato (at both East 
and Rasmussen College) and Saint Peter. 
 
The April and June (12th; registration deadline of May 
7th) test dates both offer the opportunity for Test In-
formation Release within a six month window after the 
exam date. Students may order their actual test and the 
test answers within that window after their exam date at 
the cost of $22; this could prove to be an invaluable 
study guide for future exams. 
 
As always, please don’t hesitate to contact Mr. Smith 
with any questions via email at tjsmith@mvlhs.org or via 
phone at 507.233.8685. 

mailto:tjsmith@mvlhs.org
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Well, we are doing it!!! Having a winter season with  
activities. The students are very excited. Some of the  
activities, such as Knowledge Bowl and Speech have been 
virtual while the basketball teams and alpine skiing have 
had fans.  
 
We had a Pep Fest last week with the Pep Band and 
Dance Team. We are planning another in two weeks or 
so. The students were excited to hear and see what  
everyone has been working on thus far. 
 
Preparations are moving forward for spring activities. 
The trap team has had its organizational meeting and will 
have their season ready to go at the Sioux Valley Gun 
Club in New Ulm.  While the rest of our spring sports are 
prepping for their seasons to start March 29. Baseball 
can start on March 22 with throwing and conditioning 
only, but we are waiting to see what the restrictions are 
during the spring season for the spring sports and specta-
tors.  The goal and plan is to have a full season with 
playoffs and state tournaments in all sports. Now these 
playoffs will have modifications due to the statewide  
restrictions, nonetheless a full season with a state tour-
nament will be nice.  We’ve come a long way, but we still 
have a ways to go. 

Boys’ Basketball 
Looking back as our season winds down and the playoffs 
are just around the corner, we have had a great time. 
Sure, it’s not the same, but the guys have enjoyed the 
season they are having. Practicing, playing games,  
working hard and enjoying each other’s company. All our 
playoff games will be held at the high seeds and will be 
compacted into a small two week window, playing every 
other night. The Section championship will be played in a 
bigger gym that should be able to accommodate more 
people. There will be no consolation tournament. If your 
team loses they are out. The state tournament will  
conclude in early April. The guys are excited for the 
playoffs, but realize it’s going 
to be a struggle to get to the 
state tournament. But like 
anything in life, if you work 
hard you learn a lot about 
yourself and the work it 
takes to get there. 

Spring Schedule Changes  
If you would like to see the most 
current activity schedules go to 
https://tomahawkconference.org/
public/ genie/31/school/5/. There 
is also an app that you may down-
load and is tied to our calendar. In the app store  
download the Activity Scheduler app. It looks like a light 
blue baseball cap with the letters “rS” on the front. Then 
set it up for our school. You will need to know we are 
members of the Tomahawk Conference. 

Golf Team  
We have had our golf organizational meeting and I’m 
excited to say we had 25 students who showed interest. 
We gave golfers information about the upcoming sea-
son. I have asked them to share it with you. You may 
also go to the “Golf” page on the MVL website under 
“Athletics”. I will be putting the practice schedule on 
that page for your convenience and also various news 
items. Because spring weather can be unpredictable, 
make sure you check out our schedule under the 
“Athletic Schedules” and sign up for the notifications of 
changes to the schedule. Our home course will be  
Mayflower Golf Course which is located 2 miles south of 
Fairfax. We will take a bus there and back each day. If 
you have any questions about the season please email 
me at cmorgan@mvlhs.org or call Mr. Morgan at  
507-276-7576.  

Assistant Golf Coach Needed 
We are looking for someone who can make it to  
practices and meets. For practices and meets we usually 
leave at 3:00 from MVL. Practice days we return to 
school by 5:45 and days we have meets return is usually 
around 7:00. We are looking for someone who loves the 
game, loves helping young people learn the game, who 
can help with their swing, rules, and their game. If you 
are interested contact Mr. Morgan,  
at cmorgan@mvlhs.org or 507-276-7576. 

mailto:cmorgan@mvlhs.org
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March Lunch Menu  

Training students for Christian lives 

1 2 3 4 5 

Chicken Legs, 
Scalloped Potatoes, 

Green beans, 
Pears, 
Salad 

Chicken Fried Rice, 
Broccoli, 

Bread Slice, 
Pineapple, 

Carrots & Celery 
  

Beef Stroganoff, 
Garlic Toast, 

Corn, 
Applesauce, 
Fresh Fruit 

Hamburger on a bun, 
Wedges,  

Baked Beans, 
Mixed Fruit, 

Coleslaw 

Corndog, Chips, 
Coleslaw, 
Fruit cup, 

Carrots & Celery 

8 9 10 11 12 

Pepperoni, Cheese, 
or Sausage, Pizza, 

Peas,  Pears, 
Lettuce & Carrots 

Mr. Ribs on a bun, 
Green Beans, 

Coleslaw, Snack 
Chips, Peaches  

Haystax, with fixings, 
Refried Beans, 

Mixed Fruit, 
Lettuce 

Chicken & Sausage 
Jambalaya, 

 Bread Slice, Corn 
Applesauce, Car-

rots& Celery 

Sloppy Joes on a 
bun, Baked Beans, 
Pineapple, Fresh 

fruit 

15 16 17 18 19 

Chicken Strips, 
 Bread slice 

Mashed Potatoes, 
Corn, Peaches, 

Carrots & Celery 

Breakfast for Lunch 
Sausage Patty, 

French Toast Stix, 
Hash browns, 

Bananas, Apple 
Sauce 

Chicken Noodle 
Soup, 

Cheese Bread Stick, 
Broccoli, 
Peaches, 

Carrots & Celery 

Chicken Fajitas, 
Tortilla Chips, 
Refried Beans, 

Lettuce, 
Applesauce 

Chicken Supreme on 
a bun, Smart Snack 

Cookie, 
Green Beans,  
Cranberries, 

Carrots& Celery 

22 23 24 25 26 

Chicken Quesadilla, 
Refried Beans, 

Pineapple, 
Lettuce 

Ham or Turkey Sub 
Peas, 

Mandarin Oranges, 
Raw Broccoli &  

Carrots 
  

Spaghetti with 
 Meat Sauce, 
Garlic Toast, 
Green beans, 
Mixed Fruit, 

Lettuce 
  

Hot Dogs, 
Apple Crisp. 

Baked Beans, 
Carrots 
Raisins 

Tacos, Corn Chips, 
Corn/Black Beans, 

Applesauce, 
Lettuce 

29 30 31     

Chicken Patty  
on a bun,  

AuGraton Potatoes, 
Green Beans,  
Applesauce, 

Salad 

Linguini and Ham, 
Bread Slices, 

Peas, 
Peaches, 

Carrots & Celery 

Tater Tot Hotdish, 
Bread, Corn, 

Pears, 
Lettuce 

  

Salad Bar Available 
Every Day 

  
Milk Included With 

Each Meal 

Menu Subject to 
Change 

  
Salads preordered 

from MVL.org 

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race,  
color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. 

SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 or (202)720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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March 2021 

Training students for Christian lives 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 BBB @ GFW 
4:45, 6:00, 7:30 

p.m. 
CGBB v St. Clair 

4:30 p.m. 
GBB v GFW 

6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

KB Practice 
7:15 a.m. 

NHS 
7:30 a.m. 

BBB v Springfield 
4:45, 6:00. 7:30 

p.m. 

Jazz 
7:15 a.m. 

GBB @ Springfield 
6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 Math State 
BBB v Cathedral  
4:45, 6:00, 7:30 

p.m. 
GBB @ Cathedral 

6:00, 7:30 p.m. 
 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

Drivers’ Ed Begins 

KB Practice 
7:15 a.m. 

 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 
GBB v LSH 

6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

 BBB @ Sleepy Eye 
10:00, 11:30 a.m. 
GBB v Sleepy Eye 
10:00, 11:30 a.m. 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 Spring Fever Week  
TR Begins  

Board of Directors 
6:30 p.m. 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

Open House  
6:30 p.m. 

KB Practice 
7:15 a.m. 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

End of 3rd Quarter 
Jazz 

7:15 a.m. 
 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

 Faculty Meeting  
Two Hour Late 

Start 
BS Begins 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

Network New Ulm  
KB Practice 
7:15 a.m. 

JA Virtual Career 
Fair 

1:00 p.m. 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

Jazz 
7:15 a.m. 

Speech @ Fair-
mont 

 

28 29 30 31    

Palm Sunday Principals’ Day 
GF, SB, TR Begins 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

SB @ Madelia  
6:00, 4:30 p.m.  

KB Practice 
7:15 a.m. 

Spring Sacred 
Concert 

7:00 p.m. 

   


