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He’s Always in Charge 
 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
John 14:27 
 
It’s Wednesday, December 23, 2020.  We have prayed and worked dili-
gently so that MVL could continue face to face instruction throughout 
first semester.  How awesome is it to reflect on this wonderful blessing 
our Lord has showered on us!  In the last several weeks, we have been 
conscientiously planning that we could safely hold our Christmas concerts 
tonight.  Then, God reminded us through the weather forecast just who is 
in control.  Up until last night, it didn’t seem as though the weather 
would be an issue.  However, a weather forecast of five to nine inches of 
snow and gusty winds up to 50 miles per hour would have a significantly 
negative impact on families driving to and from MVL tonight. I must say, 
though, that it certainly is a change of pace to postpone an event for 
something other than COVID! 
 
Time and time again over the last few months, we have been reminded 
that our Lord is watching over us and has everything under control.  It’s 
been good for all of us, adults and teens, to struggle with the challenges 
presented to us.  Yet, God is in control.  He will not give us more than we 
can handle. 
 
As we look forward into 2021, we don’t know what God has in mind for 
us.  We certainly hope and pray that COVID will gradually fade out of 
sight.  Yet, I believe that we will have changed too.  Education certainly 
has changed.  I don’t know about you, but my appreciation for Christian 
education at MVL certainly has changed too. Looking ahead, I pray that 
your 2021 is filled with blessings and constant reminders that our Lord is 
in control and we will have peace! 
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Inclement Weather Policy 
Now that winter is here it may happen that we will decide 
to start school late, close, or dismiss early.  In such cases, 
the decision will be announced through the Infinite 
Campus Alert system.  You can customize the phone 
numbers and ways you will receive notifications in your 
parent portal.  
 
It is our intention to have a decision by 6:00 a.m. on those 
mornings when we will be starting late or closing for the 
day.  At times, something could force a later decision and, 
in such cases, we would try to do that as soon as possible.   
 
Parents have the final decision on questionable weather 
days.  A student absent will be marked absent, but if 
parents contact us with their decision to send their child 
later, or keep them home due to the weather, those 
absences are considered ‘weather-related’ and will not 
count toward the eight allowed absences before losing 
credit. 
 
Parents, we ask that you have a plan of action with your 
student if the weather is expected to turn bad during the 
course of the day.  It is difficult to get messages to 
students during the school day when we are trying to 
notify the media and other entities. Thanks in advance for 
your cooperation!  

In January, our NHS advisor will be sending out invita-
tions to join the MVL chapter of the National Honor So-
ciety. 
 
Invitations will be sent out to current juniors (and cur-
rent non-NHS seniors) who have achieved a cumulative 
GPA of 3.5 or better. The invitation will be in the form of 
a packet of materials that the student should discuss 
with his or her parents. Even though a student’s GPA 
has no bearing on their final acceptance into NHS, stu-
dents are expected to maintain a 3.5 GPA in order to 
remain eligible; they are also expected to fully partici-
pate in NHS activities. 
  
The application requires students to list their participa-
tion in organizations, their leadership experiences, their 
service activities, and their employment history. The 
application also includes a place for students to explain 
why they want to join this service organization. A letter 
of recommendation must accompany the student’s ap-
plication. The letter cannot be written by a family mem-
ber, an MVL teacher, or any MVL coach. The person 
who writes the letter should know the student quite 
well and should be able to vouch for the student’s work 
ethic, leadership, responsibility, and character.  
 
The actual selection process will follow the guidelines 
set by our NHS constitution and by-laws. If a student 
qualifies for invitation by virtue of his or her GPA, that 
student will receive an invitation to pursue member-
ship. A student may decide that he or she is not inter-
ested, or that distance from school prohibits his or her 
participation, or that employment or co-curriculars 
make NHS membership inadvisable. All invited students 
need to return a response form (included in the invita-
tion packet) regardless of whether or not they plan to 
pursue membership. A submitted application does not 
guarantee membership.  
 
Non-selection may indicate that the student needs to 
evaluate their personal growth in order to meet the re-
quired high standards of the NHS. 
 
NHS Induction is scheduled for Sunday, February 14, 
2021. 

Reminders: 

 Wednesday, January 6 is now a 1 hour late start.  

 New Ulm Public Bus Lines will not provide              

transportation on Fridays this semester.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj5zdOxi-TXAhUq04MKHZ6FA5sQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.us%2F&psig=AOvVaw2A7t8cCO-0k1IL7u72aA7X&ust=1512055378175571
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In December, the Freshman class, led by a committee of 
their peers, participated in a toy drive benefitting a local 
Marines Toys-for-Tots campaign. The class generously 
donated toys for children of all ages which were then 
dropped off at the Biolife location in Mankato. The drive 
was sponsored by a Thrivent action team grant supplied 
by Miss Nicole Lehman. We are proud of the servant 
leadership shown by our Freshmen. By their efforts, 
many children will experience the joy of these gifts this 
Christmas.   

During the months of November and December, the stu-
dents of the sophomore class decided to support a fund-
raising effort called Back Pack Food Program which is 
part of the Feeding Our Communities Partners in Manka-
to.  Students brought food items and monetary dona-
tions to school over a three-week period.  On December 
28th, a group of four students and one advisor attended 
an hour and a half packing session packing boxes to be 
delivered to families in need.  What a wonderful way to 
share the blessings our good Lord has given us! 
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Christmas Gifts for Faculty and Staff 
Thank you to all who made contributions toward the  
Faculty and Staff Christmas gifts.  MVL scrip was  
purchased for all of them.  This was one way we could 
show our appreciation for all the work and time they 
have invested in the training of our children. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Apparel Store 
Remember that our apparel sales site is now open all the 
time, and there are many customizable choices to make 
your own style as you support our MVL teams.  The order 
link is on the home page of the MVL website. 

Wednesday, January 20th – Test Results Night  
As of today, we are hoping to share the results from the 
testing day with parents and students on Wednesday, 
January 20th. The presentation for freshmen students 
and parents will start at 6 p.m. (PSAT 8/9) and the PSAT/
NMSQT results for sophomores, juniors, and their par-
ents will begin at 6:45 p.m. More information on this 
event will be emailed out to you as the date nears. RSVPs 
may be required in order to ensure there is enough 
space. We will reassess the possibility of this event after 
the New Year; stay tuned!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You Don’t Know Until You Go! 
Physically visiting college campuses has proven challeng-
ing during this pandemic. However, some schools are cur-
rently open to hosting visitors and hopefully more will be 
open second semester. As a reminder, there are three 
vacation days in February, which are perfect for Juniors 
and Seniors to complete college visits or job shadowing 
experiences. These dates allow students to visit college 
campuses or shadow without having to worry about 
missing class time here at MVL. If you plan on visiting a 
campus on President’s Day, first make sure that you 
check to ensure that the campus will be in session. Start 
planning now! If you need assistance in setting up a visit 
or job shadowing experience, please contact Mr. Smith at 
tjsmith@mvlhs.org or via phone at 507.233.8685. 
 
Martin Luther College FOM Event - Save the Date 
Juniors and Seniors who want to learn more about Mar-
tin Luther College will be able to participate in a Focus on 
Ministry (FOM) Event in February (February 10th and 
11th). More information will be forthcoming as the date 
gets closer. 

Seniors and Parents/Guardians 
Don’t forget to get your FAFSA (https://
studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa) submitted for Fall 2021. Po-
tential college choices cannot create a financial aid pack-
age for you without this information. Here is a six-step 
guide to completing the FAFSA: https://
www.cnbc.com/2019/10/01/a-step-by-step-guide-to-
completing-the-fafsa.html. 
 
However, I think it can be actually be condensed into 3 
steps: 
 
Student and one parent/guardian create a FSA ID (used 
to sign the form electronically). Create your FSA ID here 
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm. 
 
Student signs into FAFSA (https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa 
fafsa) using their FSA ID. Complete FAFSA (ensure you are 
selecting the correct year: 2020-2021) and add all  
potential schools to the list so that they receive your  
information. 
 
Submit your FAFSA. Email that you used should receive a 
Student Aid Report (SAR) within 3-5 business days of  
submission. This SAR will include your family’s Estimated 
Family Contribution (EFC). Used to determine 
the aid the student will receive at each institution. 

mailto:tjsmith@mvlhs.org
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/01/a-step-by-step-guide-to-completing-the-fafsa.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/01/a-step-by-step-guide-to-completing-the-fafsa.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/01/a-step-by-step-guide-to-completing-the-fafsa.html
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
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2020 was a year like none other. 2020 saw God’s hand 
in our lives in many ways and for that we are thankful. 
We stayed in school for the first semester when schools 
around us were going distance learning.  Our student-
athletes were able to participate in cross country, foot-
ball, volleyball, soccer, and girls’ tennis. Our Math Team 
has been able to participate in virtual meets and cur-
rently is in second place in the region behind Mankato 
West. Our choirs and musicians have put on two beauti-
ful concerts this year. Unfortunately, we had to cancel 
the fall play, but plans are being made for a spring per-
formance like none other. Our students have adapted 
well to the various parameters that this pandemic has 
put on them. They have been positive and gritty. They 
have been resilient and optimistic. All this can be 
attributed to their faith and trust that God is in control. 
We can continue to control what we are able to control 
and trust that God will neither leave us or forsake us.   
 
Winter Activity Seasons 
Our winter seasons for all our activities will look very 
different from last year and will look different from the 
fall season. As of this writing, we know that we can 
start practices on January 4 and the first game is sched-
uled January 15th with BLHS. We do know that the Min-
nesota State High School League has made it a priority 
to hold state tournaments for the winter and spring 
seasons. We can only have two games per week, but 
beginning the first and second weeks in March we can 
may play 3 games. Those two weeks are to be used for 
make up games if necessary, with playoffs to follow. It 
is our desire to play the full 18 games and make a deep 
playoff run.  
 
Dance Team 
Our new coach for this season is MVL Alum, Emma 
Bloedel. Emma is a recent graduate of Bethany Luther-
an College.  We are always excited when we can bring 
back alums to work with our students. Our dance team 
will be working with many new restrictions for practices 
and performances. But we are excited to give our young 
ladies this opportunity no matter what the season may 
look like to have fun and dance.  
 
 

Clay Target Team 
Yes, we are still planning on having a Clay Target Team 
again this year. The season typically runs from March 
through the middle of June. The girls and boys will shoot 
on Sunday afternoons.  We have learned many logistical 
and safety procedures for Covid-19 that I believe we will 
have no trouble having a season. More information will 
be forthcoming in our next newline.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Streaming 
This fall schools rushed into learning how to stream 
games with no or limited seating at games. We had 
planned on doing some streaming this year, especially 
for grandparents, homebound fans or anyone who just 
wants to watch our games.  This summer we entered 
into an agreement with the National Federation of State 
High Schools Network to stream all our games in the 
gym and other events. The system is automated and 
doesn’t require a camera operator. The camera follows 
the action and shows the score on the screen. There is a 
small subscription fee per month or a yearly fee for the 
games. With that fee you not only will you be able to 
watch our games, but also games streamed on the NFHS 
Network at Sleepy Eye or any other school throughout 
the country. Here is the link: 
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/schools/minnesota-
valley-lutheran-high-school-new-ulm-mn 
https://mvl.org/live/ 
 
 
Schedule App and Schedule  
Changes If you would like up to the minute game, match 
or meet changes go to the Athletic page on our website 
then click on “Athletic Schedules” there you can peruse 
our schedules. In the upper right corner is an icon enti-
tled “Notify Me”, click on it to sign up for instant sched-
ule changes You will receive text messages and/or 
emails instantly when a change is made to the activity 
schedules you are following.  
 
There is also an app that you may download and is tied 
into our calendar. In the app store download the Activity 
Scheduler app. It looks like a light blue baseball cap with 
the letters “rS” on the front. Then set it up for our 
school.  
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In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400  
Independence Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 or (202)720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer  
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Salad Bar Available 

Every Day 
  

Milk Included With 
Each Meal 

  
  
  

NO SCHOOL 

  
  
  

NO SCHOOL 

  
New Year’s Day 

  
NO SCHOOL 

  
  
  

NO SCHOOL 
  
  

4 5 6 7 8 

  
  

NO SCHOOL 
  

  
  

NO SCHOOL 
  

Pepperoni, Cheese, 
or Sausage, Pizza, 
Peas,  Applesauce, 
Lettuce & Carrots 

Chicken & Gravy, 
Mashed Potatoes, 
Bread slices, Green 

beans, Pears, Raisins 

Tater Tot Hotdish, 
bread stick, 

Corn, Peaches,  
Lettuce 

11 12 13 14 15 

Chicken Legs,  
Bread slice, 

Au Gratin Potatoes, 
Broccoli, Peaches, 
Fresh Vegetables 

Sloppy Joes on a bun, 
Sweet Potato Fries, 

Peas 
Pineapple, Fresh fruit 

Chicken & Sausage 
Jambalaya, 

 Bread Slice, Corn 
Applesauce, Car-

rots& Celery 

Hot Chicken on a 
bun,  Green 

Beans ,Pears, Carrots 
& Salad 

Pulled Pork on a bun, 
chips, Baked beans, 

Sidekicks, Fresh Fruit 
& Lettuce 

18 19 20 21 22 

  
NO SCHOOL 

Corn Dog, Potato 
Chips, 

Baked Beans, 
Lettuce, 

Peaches, Carrots 

Meatballs, Mashed 
Potatoes, Bread Slic-

es, Green Beans, 
Pears, Coleslaw 

Hamburgers, 
Curly Fries, Peas, Ap-

plesauce, 
Fresh Veggies & Fruit 

Turkey Wraps, Corn, 
Snack Chips, 

Mandarin Oranges, 
Lettuce & Apples 

25 26 27 28 29 

Fish on a bun, Butter 
noodles,  Peas, 

Peaches, Lettuce & 
Carrots 

Sweet & Sour  
Chicken, Rice, 
Bread Slice, 

Oriental Veggies, 
Pineapple, Fresh 

Veggies 

Hamburgers, mashed 
potatoes, 

Corn, Applesauce, 
Salad 

  

Hot Dogs, 
Apple Crisp, 

Baked Beans, Pears, 
Fresh Fruit & Carrots 

Chicken Fajitas 
Corn Chips, 

Refried Beans, 
Lettuce, Mixed Fruit 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 2 

     New Years Day  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

   Classes Resume 
Faculty Meeting  
One Hour Late 

Start 
 

NHS 
7:30 a.m. 

 

Jazz 
7:15 a.m. 

 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

  Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

 

KB Practice 
7:15 a.m. 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

Jazz 
7:15 a.m. 

BBB @ BLHS 
6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

GBB v BLHS 
6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 No School  
Board of Directors 

6:30 p.m. 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

BBB v Cedar Mt 
6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

GBB @ Cedar Mt 
6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

KB Practice 
7:15 a.m. 

Test Results Night 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

GBB @ Wabasso  
6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

Jazz 
7:15 a.m. 

BBB v Wabasso  
6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 Math Team @ St 
Peter 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

BBB v SESM 
6:00, 7:30 p.m. 
GBB @ SESM 

6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

Network New Ulm  
KB Practice 
7:15 a.m. 

Chargaliers 
7:15 a.m. 

KB Conference  
@ Springfield 

Jazz 
7:15 a.m. 

BBB v GFW 
6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

GBB @ GFW 
6:00, 7:30 p.m. 

StuCo Volleyball  
Tournament 

31       

       


