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I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; 

    I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 
 I will be glad and rejoice in you; 

    I will sing the praises of your name, O Most High. 
 

Psalm 9: 1-2 
 

What will your Thanksgiving celebration look like this year?  How about Christ-
mas?  Certainly, it seems wise to make some adjustments in our plans.  That trip 
to Wisconsin for Tim and Deb Plath to see family over Thanksgiving isn’t happen-
ing this year.  We don’t know yet what will happen at Christmas.  Undoubtedly, 
your situation will be somewhat similar. 
 
Will the changes ruin our celebrations!  Absolutely not.  We may have to shift a 
bit, but there are plenty of reasons to be thankful and joyful this year, in spite of 
the challenges that 2020 has brought. When I think of our extended MVL family,    
I am thankful for: 

 Our faith that we share: in spite of our sins, we are redeemed children of God 
who look forward to spending eternity in heaven; 

 The partnership that we share with our association congregations, pastors 
and delegates; 

 Our Board of Directors who provide varied guidance and perspectives to the 
ministry of MVL; 

 Our Lutheran elementary schools and faculties; 

 Our incredible faculty and staff who share their love for our Lord in the way 
they approach their portion of MVL’s ministry every day; and  

 Our students and parents – we are so blessed with the young people we get 
to work with each day and are so thankful for their parents who chose a 
Christian secondary education at MVL! 

 
We’ve had our fair share of challenges this year so far and it’s likely that there will 
be more challenges in front of us in the remaining days of 2020 and looking ahead 
to 2021.  Yet, we have Jesus and the wonderful opportunity to share that with 
others (in school and out) every day. What a blessing! 
 
On behalf of all of us at MVL, have a blessed Thanksgiving, a reflective Advent sea-
son and wonderful Christmas! 
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Scrip News 
Start thinking about using SCRIP for Christmas gifts.  The 
last week to order for Christmas will be the week of 
November 30th. Orders placed after December 7th  will 
not be guaranteed to be filled.  Check out all the vendors 
at glscrip.com and scrippro.com 

Holiday Office Hours  
December 24-25 - Closed 

January 1 - Closed 

Amazon Smile 
Did you know that when 
you shop Amazon Smile for your Christmas gift list, Ama-
zon donates to Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School? 
 
Amazon Smile is a website operated by Amazon with the 
same products, prices and shopping features as Ama-
zon.com. The difference is that when you shop on Amazon 
Smile, the Amazon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of 
the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable 
organization of your choice.  Follow the link below to 
check some items off of your Christmas list! 
 

 smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1351315  

MVL Giving Tuesday 
Mark your calendar now for national #GivingTuesday 
on December 1!  
 
Stay tuned to mvl.org and facebook.com/mvlhs for more 
details about how you can partner with MVL for this    
special day of giving. 

MVLHS Christmas Concert 
As of November 24, we are planning to have our annual 
Christmas Concert.  Given our current reality, there will 
be changes to the concert.  Those changes are listed be-
low.  The concerts will be live streamed.  If we are not 
able to continue with face to face instruction, then the 
concert will be pre-recorded and streamed at 7:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, December 23. 
 

1. There will be two concerts presented on Wednes-
day, December 23.  The concerts will be held at 5:00 and 
7:00 p.m. 

2. Both concerts will include the same musical groups 
and the same selections. 

3. Each performing student will be allotted two tickets 
to distribute to family members to attend one of the 
two concerts. 

4. The ticket holders will be asked to commit to either 
one concert or the other.  Seniors will be given first 
choice, then juniors, sophomores and then fresh-
men.  We will ask that once the choices are made to 
attend a concert, that the decision is final. 

5. Because of the limited time available between the 
two concerts, we are considering feeding the students 
between concerts so that they don’t have to make a 
quick run into New Ulm.  We’ll address this portion of 
the logistics as we get closer to the concerts. 

6. We will continue to monitor the situation and keep 
everyone informed as time goes on. 

Treasure Haus 
Treasure Haus is in need of more volunteers. With the 
covid crisis upon us many of our long time volunteers 
are unable to continue due to health issues. Treasure 
Haus is in desperate need of volunteers to help us carry 
out our duties in supporting MVL and it’s students. 
Please consider giving of your time in making this possi-
ble.  
 
Treasure Haus is also looking to fill a manager position. 
This would be 2-3 days per week with an average of 16-
20 hours per week. 
 
If interested please call 507-354-6108 and speak to a 
manager.  

http://glscrip.com
http://scrippro.com
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1351315
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBjrCUieTXAhWC1IMKHQmjC3oQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdaemenwildcats.com%2Fsports%2F2017%2F11%2F20%2Famazon-smile.aspx&psig=AOvVaw0xvBzeDhxOboSmim1z-AHm&ust=151205478
http://mvl.org/
http://facebook.com/mvlhs
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Inclement Weather Policy 
With the coming of cold weather it may happen that we 
will decide to start school late, close school for the day or 
dismiss early.  In such cases, the decision will be 
announced through the Infinite Campus alert system.  You 
can customize the phone numbers and ways you will 
receive notification in your parent portal.   
 
It is our intention to have a decision by 6:00 a.m. on those 
mornings when we will be starting late or closing for the 
day.  At times, something could force a later decision and, 
in such cases, we would try to do that as soon as possible.   
 
Parents have the final decision on questionable weather 
days.  A student absent will be marked absent, but if 
parents contact us with their decision to send their child 
later, or keep them home due to the weather, those 
absences are considered ‘weather-related’ and will not 
count toward the eight allowed absences before losing 
credit. 
 
Parents, we ask that you have a plan of action with your 
student if the weather is expected to turn bad during the 
course of the day.  It is difficult to get messages to 
students during the school day when we are trying to 
notify the media and other entities. Thanks in advance for 
your cooperation!  

National Honor Society 
In January of 2021, our NHS advisor will be sending out 
invitations to join the MVL chapter of the National Honor 
Society 
 
Invitations will be sent out to current juniors (and current 
non-NHS seniors) who have achieved a cumulative GPA 
of 3.5 or better. The invitation will be in the form of a 
packet of materials that the student should discuss with 
his or her parents. Even though a student’s GPA has no 
bearing on their final acceptance into NHS, students are 
expected to maintain a 3.5 GPA in order to remain eligi-
ble; they are also expected to fully participate in NHS  
activities.  
 
The application requires students to list their participa-
tion in organizations, their leadership experiences, their 
service activities, and their employment history. The ap-
plication also includes a place for students to explain why 
they want to join this service organization. A letter of  
recommendation must accompany the student’s applica-
tion. The letter cannot be written by a family member, an 
MVL teacher, or any MVL coach. The person who writes 
the letter should know the student quite well and should 
be able to vouch for the student’s work ethic, leadership, 
responsibility, and character.  
 
The actual selection process will follow the guidelines set 
by our NHS constitution and by-laws. If a student  
qualifies for invitation by virtue of his or her GPA, that 
student will receive an invitation to pursue membership. 
A student may decide that he or she is not interested, or 
that distance from school prohibits his or her participa-
tion, or that employment or co-curriculars make NHS 
membership inadvisable. All invited students need to 
return a response form (included in the invitation packet) 
regardless of whether or not they plan to pursue  
membership. A submitted application does not  
guarantee membership.  
 
Non-selection may indicate that the student needs to 
evaluate their personal growth in order to meet the  
required high standards of the NHS. 
 
NHS Induction is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Sunday,  
February 14, 2021. 
 

Thank you for joining Together in Spirit! 
To everyone who has been a part of the 2020 Spirit of 
MVL - item donors, gracious givers, the production team, 
and viewers - THANK YOU. Special thanks also to our 
sponsors: Citizens Bank Minnesota, Brau Motors, Martin 
Luther College, Bethany Lutheran College, Klassen Me-
chanical, Pratt Wealth Management, STAR Group NAPA 
Auto Parts Stores, and Thrivent - New Ulm Area Group. 
  
The Appeal to the Heart continues on throughout the 
week! If you're interested in supporting these efforts, visit 
spiritofmvl.givesmart.com, send in a check, or you can 
even give without credit card fees through the MVL Face-
book page. 
 
We also have a unique opportunity this year. Two five-
night stays at The Legacy Golf Resort in Phoenix, Arizona, 
are available for purchase for $1200.00 each. They were 
originally secured for March 14-19, 2021, but the dates 
can be adjusted throughout 2021. Contact Kristin Matzke 
at kmatzke@mvlhs.org or 920-973-3307 for more infor-
mation. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj5zdOxi-TXAhUq04MKHZ6FA5sQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.us%2F&psig=AOvVaw2A7t8cCO-0k1IL7u72aA7X&ust=1512055378175571
http://spiritofmvl.givesmart.com
http://facebook.com/mvlhs
http://facebook.com/mvlhs
https://e.givesmart.com/s/:e6ZSyWIe71k/e/jax/i/_All/c0bD/
mailto:kmatzke@mvlhs.org
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Fundamentals of Art just finished up with their investigation 
into the design process. They were tasked with making some-
thing out of cardboard. The goal was to experiment, fail, play 
with the materials, and learn how to use resources and tools 
to accomplish a vision. Here is what one student had to say in 
her essay response after the project was complete, “I have 
learned what I am capable of and what potential I have. To 
know what you can do and create is one of the most amazing 
gifts.” - Renee 

Painting students just finished up their landscape studies. Stu-
dents learned about the impressionist painting movement and 
we focused on the idea of "painting ugly". The goal was to cre-
ate a work that was more about color and brushstroke than a 
photographically accurate painting. All the paintings were 
based on photos the students took themselves! 
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Even with the changes in activities this year, the Booster 
Club is working behind the scenes to support our MVL 
students.  Follow the MVL Booster Club Facebook page 
to find links to game streams and other events.  Congrat-
ulations to Pam Muske for winning our "Show Us How 
You Do Blue" inaugural Facebook event. 
 
Booster Club Auction 
Jeans and Dreams 2021 is scheduled for Saturday, March 
27.  Does your family have artistic or craft talent or have 
fun pulling together items around a theme?  While 
you're spending extra time at home, please consider cre-
ating an item or basket to donate to the auction.  Some 
of our most-loved items in the past have been those cre-
ated by MVL families and alumni using their unique gifts. 
 
Christmas Gifts for Faculty and Staff 
You’re invited to contribute a monetary donation  
towards gift cards for our MVL faculty and staff in  
appreciation for all they do for our students.  Please 
send donations with your child or mail them to school by  
December 11. 
 
 

Booster Club Board 
 

President 
Adam Schmidt 

 
Vice President 

Bryanne Freitag 
 

Secretary 
Linda Kramer 

 
Treasurer 
Shari Black 

 
Events Coordinator 

Jodie Johnson 
 

Concessions Coordinators 
Carissa Rodewald & Michelle Grubbs 

 
Auction Committee 

Angie Brau, Jody Hunstad, Laura Fischer, Karly Kock, 
Christina Clobes, David Bendix , Joel & Shari Black  

 
 

Martin Luther College FOM Events 
Juniors and Seniors who want to learn more about Mar-
tin Luther College will be able to participate in a Focus on 
Ministry Event in February (February 10th and 11th). 
More information will be forthcoming as the date gets 
closer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seniors and Parents/Guardians 
Don’t forget to get your FAFSA (https://
studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa) submitted for Fall 2021. Po-
tential college choices cannot create a financial aid pack-
age for you without this information. Here is a six-step 
guide to completing the FAFSA: https://
www.cnbc.com/2019/10/01/a-step-by-step-guide-to-
completing-the-fafsa.html. 

 
However, I think it can be actually be condensed into 3 
steps: 
 
1. Student and one parent/guardian create a FSA ID 

(used to sign the form electronically). Create your 
FSA ID here: https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm. 

2. Student signs into FAFSA (https://studentaid.ed.gov/
sa/fafsa) using their FSA ID. Complete FAFSA (ensure 
you are selecting the correct year: 2020-2021) and 
add all potential schools to the list so that they re-
ceive your information. 

3. Submit your FAFSA. Email that you used should re-
ceive a Student Aid Report (SAR) within 3-5 business 
days of submission. This SAR will include your fami-
ly’s Estimated Family Contribution (EFC). Used to de-
termine the aid the student will receive at each insti-
tution. 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/01/a-step-by-step-guide-to-completing-the-fafsa.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/01/a-step-by-step-guide-to-completing-the-fafsa.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/01/a-step-by-step-guide-to-completing-the-fafsa.html
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
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MVL is known around the conference for having great fan 
support and dedication as could be seen in so many ways 
this fall.  Thank you to all those who volunteered as ticket 
takers and voucher takers.  You found out it wasn’t so 
bad. Thanks to our scorebook, score clock, libero tracker, 
line judges, chain gang, announcers, cross country course 
workers, and anyone else that I unintentionally 
missed.  You were a big help as always this fall. We are 
truly blessed to have such supportive parents. We don’t 
know what winter will bring, but whatever it does you 
know it will look different, be different from last year and 
even this fall.  
 
I would like to give a BIG THANK YOU to Ms. Sarah 
 Allee.  She was the biggest unsung hero of the fall.  
Without her assistance, these seasons would have been 
impossible. We had a different voucher system for volley-
ball games than football. Then we even had different  
systems for different football games and she was able to 
keep everything straight, running smooth and most  
people happy.   
 
Our coaches deserve a big thank you as well. Sometimes 
the way we did things changed weekly from wearing 
masks, social distancing on the benches, to sanitizing the 
balls, equipment, and the facilities during games and 
practices. You did things you’ve never done before, but 
we survived for the kids. 
 
My, how a pandemic can change the way we think and do 
things. We learned to appreciate that our athletes could 
just practice and play. We thanked God when our govern-
ment okayed parents come to games and for the technol-
ogy to stream games and events sometimes at a mo-
ment’s notice.   
 
On behalf of our student/athletes, thank you for a 
“Season like Non-Other”. Thanks for the memories. It was 
fun to play again. 

Governor’s Pause 
All our co-curricular activities have been put on a “pause”. 
The pause means we cannot practice or play games.  We 
may not use our facilities for anything but classes. Coach-
es may have virtual meetings with their teams, but not 
face-to-face practices or training sessions which include 
the weight room or gym. These four weeks will fly by and 
God willing we will be back playing the games we love. 

Boys’ Basketball 
We had our original meeting about a month ago. At that 
meeting, 52 boys signed up for three teams. This is the 
biggest number we have had in a long time. There is a 
schedule online, but we’ll see what changes will be made 
after the “Pause”. The Minnesota State High School 
League is planning on a state tournament of some kind 
for the winter sports as well as spring sports. As soon as I 
know more about basketball practices and the upcoming 
season I will announce it to the boys and post it on the 
Boys’ Basketball page on the MVL website.  

New Softball Head Coach 
With the retirement of head softball coach Barb Leopold, 
we are happy to welcome Tonya Paulsen as our new soft-
ball head coach for the 2021 season. Coach Paulsen will 
be joined by Bradley Nehls and Konnie Kuck on our soft-
ball staff for the 2021 season. 

Dance Team Coach 
We are proud to welcome MVL alumnus Emma Bloedel 
back to coach our dance team for the 2020-21 season. 
Ms. Bloedel has been introduced to the team. They will 
be conducting tryouts as soon as the “Pause” is lifted. 
Welcome, Ms. Bloedel. 

Schedule App and Schedule Changes 
 If you would like up to the minute game, match or meet 
changes go to Athletic page on our website then click on 
“Athletic Schedules” there you can peruse our schedules. 
In the upper right corner is an icon entitled “Notify Me”, 
click on it to sign up for instant schedule changes You will 
receive text messages and/or emails instantly when a 
change is made to the activity schedules you are   
following. 
 

 There is also an app that you may download and is tied 
into our calendar. In the app store download the Activity 
Scheduler app. It looks like a light blue baseball cap with 
the letters “rS” on the front. Then set it up for our school. 
You will need to know we are members of the Tomahawk 
Conference. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tabw.org.uk%2Fcontent%2Fthank-you-james&psig=AOvVaw22mmH2hri6UP0HPYhwaDH_&ust=1606837277018000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjapLzNqu0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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First Semester Exam Schedule 2020 

Monday, December 21 

1st Hour 8:20-9:30 

Chapel 9:35-9:50 

2nd Hour 9:55-11:05 

3rd Hour 11:10-12:20 

Tuesday,  December 22 

4th Hour 8:20-9:30 

Chapel 9:35-9:50 

5th Hour 9:55-11:05 

6th Hour 

Concert Rehearsal 

11:10-12:20 

12:25-12:55 

Wednesday, December 23 

7th Hour 8:20-9:30 

Chapel 9:35-9:50 

8th Hour 9:55-11:05 

Concert Rehearsal 11:10-11:45 

Reminders: 

1. Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday are special days.  Teachers may test or provide a cumulative activity,             
but each class is to meet for the entire scheduled time period.  Please do not excuse students from your class.  
There should not be any students in the hallways during any part of the class period. 

2. Seniors may be excused from 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 7thperiod study halls.  Seniors not involved in the Christmas Concert 
and have a 6th hour study hall will be excused from the 6th hour study hall. 

3. All students with 8th hour study hall are excused after chapel if they are not involved in the Christmas 
Concert rehearsal.  Otherwise attendance is required in all study halls.   

4. If you are excused from a study hall and chose to leave early, you must leave the campus immediately.  
Students who are waiting for a ride should wait in the commons. 
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December Lunch Menu 

Training students for Christian lives 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture civil rights regulations and policies, the 
USDA, its agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, age or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: httpwsww.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at 
any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, 
call (866)632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.  20250-9410 or (2) Fax: (202)690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.  

  1 2 3 4 

  

Beef Tacos, Tortilla 
Chips, Refried Beans, 

Applesauce, Fresh Veg-
etables, Salad and Fruit 

Beef Stroganoff, Bread 
Slice, Peas, Pineapple, 

Fresh Vegetables, Salad 
and Fruit 

Spaghetti & Meat 
Sauce, Garlic Toast, 
Corn, Side Salad & 

Peaches 

Chicken & Sausage 
Jambalaya, 

Bread Slice, Green 
Beans, Side Salad, 

Pears 

7 8 9 10 11 

Cheese, Sausage, or 
Pepperoni Pizza, Peas, 
Pears, Fresh Vegeta-
bles, Salad and Fruit 

Tater Tot Hotdish, 
 Bread Slices, Corn, 

Fresh Vegetables, Salad 
and Fruit 

Sweet & Sour Chicken 
with rice, Bread Slice, 
Stir-Fry Vegetables, 

Pineapple, Fresh Veg-
gies, Salad & 

Mr. Ribs on a bun, 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Corn, Peaches, Fresh 
Vegetables, Salad and 

Fruit 

Turkey Wraps, Snack 
Chips, Green Beans, 

Mixed Fruit, Fresh Veg-
etables, Fruit 

14 15 16 17 18 

Corn Dogs, 
Coleslaw, baked beans, 

Chips, Apples, 
Mixed fruit & 

Fresh Fruit 

Hamburger on a Bun, 
Potato Wedges, Baked 

Beans, Pears, Fresh 
Vegetables, 

Raisins/Raisels 

Turkey & Gravy on 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Green Beans, Cranber-
ry Sauce, Fresh Vegeta-

bles 

Linguini and Ham, 
Bread Slices, Peas, Ap-

plesauce, Salad and 
Fruit 

Chicken Patty on a bun, 
Mac-n-cheese, 
Green beans, 

Peaches 
Sidekicks 

21 22 23 24 25 

Semester 
Exams 

Semester 
Exams 

Semester 
Exams 

Christmas 
Eve 

Christmas 
Day 

26 27 28 29 30 

  
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

  
NO SCHOOL 

  
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

  
NO SCHOOL 

  
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

  
NO SCHOOL 

  
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

  
NO SCHOOL 

  
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

  
NO SCHOOL 

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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December 2020 

Training students for Christian lives 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  Chargaliers  
7:15 a.m. 

 

KB Practice  
7:15 a.m. 

NHS 
7:30 a.m. 

 

Jazz  
7:15 a.m. 

 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

  Chargaliers  
7:15 a.m. 

 

KB Practice  
7:15 a.m. 

Chargaliers  
7:15 a.m. 

 

Jazz  
7:15 a.m. 

 

ACT Offsite 
 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 Math Team @ 
Mankato  

 

Chargaliers  
7:15 a.m. 

KB Practice  
7:15 a.m. 

Chargaliers  
7:15 a.m. 

 

Jazz  
7:15 a.m. 

 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 Semester Exams 
Board of Directors 

6:30 p.m. 

Semester Exams 
 

End of 1st  
Semester 

Semester Exams 
Christmas Concert 

7:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve 
Christmas Break 

Office Closed 

Christmas Day 
Office Closed 

 

27 28 29 30 31   

    New Years Eve 
Office Closed  

  


