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Teachable 
Moments 

Even though it was 19 years 
ago, I remember much of what 
happened that day at Huron 
Valley Lutheran High School. 

The association principals  
were meeting when we heard 
that the first tower had been 
hit in New York City. The  
association pastor scheduled  
to give chapel that morning 
changed his message to  
provide comfort and  
encouragement to high  
school students and teachers 
who needed to hear what  
God’s Word said to them in  
that moment. 

After chapel, I encouraged  
the teachers to turn on their 
classroom televisions and talk 
with the students. That day and 
the ones that followed proved 
to be a “teachable moment.”  

As parents and teachers, we 
use certain times to teach life 
lessons. Those life lessons 
aren’t just for the temporal 
lives we lead. They’re focused 
with eternity in mind. Those 
teachable moments include 
discussions about sin and 
grace, the Christian’s view on 
war, revenge, fear, etc.  

Fast forward to 2020. COVID-19 
is impacting our lives. The 
world has changed a great  
deal since March. As we think 
about what’s happening today, 
aren’t we in a teachable  
moment for each other and 
our children?  

I thank God that we have 
teachers who continue to  
conduct their ministries at MVL 
and desire to model faith,  
commitment, and compassion 
to our students. They know 
that all of us will stumble and 
give in to temptation, but  
they also share the good news 

of our wonderful and loving 
God who sent His Son Jesus  
to live the perfect life and die 
the innocent death so that  
we may join Him in heaven. 

Who knows what other  
teachable moments we  
will have in our futures?  
I pray that each of us can  
continue to teach the next  
generation of Christians  
and impress on them those  
teachable moments. 

Tim Plath 

MVLHS Principal 

“These commandments that I give you today are to 
be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at home and when  

you walk along the road, when you lie down  
and when you get up.” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7) 



mvl.org   3 

Check Out 
MVL’s Scrip Program 

How many people think about 
saving for high school? And how 
many people know it’s as easy as 
doing their regular shopping? 

Scrip at MVL is an opportunity to 
use gift cards for everyday items: 
groceries, gas, restaurants,  
clothing, household supplies. 

Participating businesses have 
teamed up with MVL, so that  
MVL receives a percentage of the 
face value. 

A percentage of the profits can be 
designated to a current or future 
student. Yes, families can use 
Scrip as a way to save for tuition 
for up to 14 years, and continue to 
use Scrip throughout the student’s 
high school years. Those dollars 
can add up quickly! 

Scrip businesses not only include 
local stores but also chains, which 
means individuals not in the area 
can still participate. 

Simply enroll in the program  
and place an order by filling 
out the forms (available 
online at mvl.org/scrip) or 
by scheduling an appointment. 

MVL maintains an inventory of 
popular businesses, and  
individuals can often walk out  
with the cards in hand. Otherwise, 
orders received by Monday  
morning are typically fulfilled by 
Friday. The cards can then be 
picked up at MVL or mailed out. 

Scrip has also introduced a  
new app, RaiseRight. It allows  
customers to use their mobile  
devices to make Scrip purchases. 
Many business have ecards and 
reloadable cards available to be 
shipped directly to the customer 
or to their mobile device for  
immediate use. 

MVL Scrip Coordinator Lizz Tice 
shared, “Scrip is great anytime, 
but it’s particularly perfect for the 

 

holidays: your Thanksgiving  
groceries, your Christmas gift 
shopping, your fuel to visit family.  
Everyone needs to buy food, gas, 
clothing—why not have part of 
that money you’re going to  
spend anyway used towards your 
student’s tuition!” 

Call the office at 507.354.6851  
or email Lizz at scrip@mvlhs.org 
for more information. 

Opening Service 
Sunday, August 30 was a  
beautiful day for our 2020-21 
Opening Service!  

The service recognized four of 
our teachers, pictured left to 
right: Dr. Tim Plath is celebrating 
40 years in the teaching  
ministry; Rev. Tom Westendorf 
was installed as a part-time 
teacher; Mrs. Karyn Clemons 

was installed as a full-time 
teacher; and Mrs. Jennifer Uher 
celebrated 25 years in the  
teaching ministry with the  
2019-20 school year, but the 
public recognition scheduled for 
the spring had been postponed. 

We are thankful and blessed to 
have these teachers as part of 
the MVL family! 
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Spirit of MVL 
Award Recipients 
MVL is blessed to have a great 
number of people in our family,  
all with a heart for Christian  
education. The Spirit of MVL 
events are designed to bring this 
family together in thanksgiving. 

The 2020 Spirit of MVL award  
recipients are John Apitz, Lynn & 
Dan Hacker, and Fred & Joy Struck. 
Please join us in thanking these 
individuals for using their time, 
talents, and treasures to the  
glory of God and to the benefit of 
Christ-centered education. 

John Apitz 

John is a New Ulm native. When 
he and his wife, Gail, were  
expecting their daughter, Kaitlin, 
they decided to return to New Ulm 
so that she could attend St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Grade School just as 
John had. 

John and Gail decided to continue 
Kaitlin’s Christ-centered education 
through her high school years, 
and she graduated from MVL in 
2011. During those high school 
years, John was asked to help 
build sets for MVL Drama. For the 
last decade, his woodworking and 
construction skills have helped 
bring the MVL stage to life, and 
have impacted countless students 
who participated in Drama.  

Earlier this year, John retired from 
his full-time work at Puhlmann 
Lumber & Design in New Ulm. 
John and Gail continue to reside  
in New Ulm and are members of 
St. Paul’s.  
  
Lynn & Dan Hacker 

Lynn grew up in Door County, WI. 
After graduating from Dr. Martin 
Luther College (now MLC) in New 
Ulm, she married Dan Hacker. 

Together Dan and Lynn started 
Hacker’s Tree Farm, Nursery and 
Greenhouse in Sleepy Eye in 1981 
after the death of their son  
Thomas. Lynn shared that she 
considers her role as a mother as 
her occupation and raising  
children in the faith as the top  
priority. Their children Heather, 
Matthew, and Nicholas attended 
St. John’s Lutheran School and 
graduated from MVL in 1995, 
2001, and 2003, respectively. 

Dan went to his heavenly home in 
2018 after a long battle with ALS. 
Lynn continues to own and  
operate the family business and is 
a member of St. John’s. 

Hacker’s has been a key part of 
MVL’s Christmas wreath and 
greenery program for more than 
25 years. 

Fred & Joy Struck 

Fred grew up in St. Peter and  
always wanted to start a  
garden center in the area. After 
serving in the United States Army, 
he earned a horticulture degree 
from the University of Minnesota. 
Fred and Joy then started their 
first garden center in 1972. After  
relocating the original store and 
later starting a second store, the 
family business’s sole focus  
became Traverse Des Sioux  
Garden Center in St. Peter. 

Traverse Des Sioux is also involved 
with MVL’s Christmas wreath and 
greenery program. 

As passionate as Fred and Joy are 
about horticulture, they are even 
more passionate about their faith 
and the value of Christian  
education. They are members of  
Norseland in St. Peter and are  
the proud parents of three sons: 
Karl graduated from MVL in 2003, 
Oren in 2006, and Keith in 2009.  

Together in Spirit 
In light of this year’s changes  
and challenges, the Spirit of MVL 
Recognition Reception and Gala 
are combining and going virtual 
with the fitting theme: Together in 
Spirit. Please join us on Saturday, 
November 21, 2020, online! 
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 2008 
Jerry Birkholz 
Les & Ardella Enter 
Becky Markgraf 
The original 45 students 

2009 
Jim Bauer 
Marvin & Loraine Henning 
Gene Rodewald 

2010 
Allan & Ellen Mueller 
Paul Willems 
Treasure Haus Founders 

2011 
Jim Hermanson 
Rev. Dan Kramer 
Warren & Rachel Krohn Family 

2012 
Jerry Bentz 
Pat Meyer 
Eric Woller 

2013 
Paul Holzhueter 
Dennis Jaspersen 
Lloyd Schauer 

2014 
Jan Fredrich 
Bob Hinnenthal 
Donna Luepke 

2015 
LeRoy & Caroline Black 
Kurt Troge 
St. Paul’s, New Ulm 

2016 
Bob Dittrich 
Kevin Hulke 
Mae Tacke 

2017 
Rev. Jon Enter 
Perry Meyer 
Mark & Vivian Smith 

2018 
All previous recipients were  
recognized, in celebration of  
MVL’s 40th school year. 

2019 
Dean & Kaye Compart 
Joe & Beth Holtmeier 
Robin & Carol Kramer 
Jerry & Gwen Tjernagel 

2020 
John Apitz 
Dan & Lynn Hacker 
Fred & Joy Struck 

Together in Spirit: 
Virtual Gala & Auction 

Let’s join together in spirit to support our MVL Partnership Fund and our livestream  
technology project! 

Lightning auction items bidding is ONLY Saturday, November 21, closing at  
8:00 PM during the livestream event. Items can be previewed in advance. 

Virtual door prizes open at 8:00 AM Thursday, November 19 and close at 8:00 PM 
Saturday, November 21.  

Appeal to the Heart opens at 8:00 AM Thursday, November 19 and closes at  
8:00 PM Saturday, November 28.  

Visit mvl.org/spirit-of-mvl or contact Kristin Matzke (kmatzke@mvlhs.org or 
507.233.8662) for more details and to register! 
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Earlier this year, Jeff & Sue Pinske 
graciously shared why they  
continue to support MVL more 
than a decade after their youngest 
child graduated. Here’s their story: 
 
MVL holds a special place in our 
hearts. All three of our children 
attended MVL, and we are so 
thankful for the quality education 
that they received. The academic 
curriculum prepared them well  
for their future college courses 
and eventual vocations. More  
importantly, the Christian  
atmosphere provided a wonderful 
environment for all of those  
typical high school activities and 
experiences. The light of God's 
love was evident not only in the 
daily religion classes, but in the  
co-curricular activities and other 
school events as well.  

We were blessed to have the  
ability to send our children to 
MVL, and now we want to be  

able to help other families send 
their children to MVL too.  

Through our regular gifts to the 
MVL Partnership Fund we are able 
to provide some financial support 
to help cover the cost of an MVL 
education for current students. 
We believe in the value of  
Christian education. We want  

future generations to have the 
same opportunity to receive that 
education as our children did.  

Jeff & Sue are members of  
St. Paul’s in Arlington and are the 
parents of Erin (‘05), Mike (‘02), 
and Anna (‘09). 

MVL Family Focus: 
The Pinskes 

On the Cover 
The faculty spent countless 
hours planning how best to 
conduct in-person classes this 
fall. The students are so happy 
to be able to be in the classroom 
again, experiencing some level 
of normalcy.  

Mr. Ben Lundsten, art teacher 
and yearbook advisor, took a 
couple photos in his classroom 
to document this unique year. 
In the art classroom, each  
student has his or her own  
supplies and workstation. 

Art is a difficult form to teach as 
online-only — learning different 
techniques, studying small  
details. While some technology 
has been upgraded to aid with 
virtual lessons, this in-person 
setup and the precautions taken 
throughout the school allow 
them to still create together. 

That’s an awesome blessing not 
only in art but also their other 
classes and activities! 
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The following memorial and honorary gifts were received  
July 1 - October 15, 2020. Unless otherwise designated by the  
donor, these types of gifts to MVL are invested in the Operating 
Fund Endowment, which accrues earnings that are used for the 
operating budget. 

Robert Madetzke $     20.00 

Louis Marzinske $     50.00 

George Poehler $   200.00 

Dorothy Postel $     50.00 

Minnie Rinne $   200.00 

Wayne Thompson $   100.00 

Earl Woller $1,500.00 

James Zahn $   170.00 

Mary Ziegler $   540.00 

 

In honor of 

The grandchildren of  
Dave & Von Martin $  100.00 

Mark & Darci Matzke $    20.00 

Dr. Tim Plath $  125.00 

Mrs. Jennifer Uher $    25.00 

In memory of 

Walter & Elviera 
Becker $     20.00 

John & Olga Bentz $     20.00 

Duane Bergemann $     50.00 

Marilyn Black $     75.00 

Helen Brau $     20.00 

Lucille Burdorf $     25.00 

Russ Christensen $     50.00 

Nicki Dummer $     50.00 

Joyce Drexler $     25.00 

Cary Fredrickson $     50.00 

Clifford Hoffman $     25.00 

Ronald Kollmann $     45.00 

LeRoy Kramer $     50.00 

Wayne Kube, Sr. $     20.00 

Dorothy Leopold $     25.00 

 
Memorial & Honorary Gifts 

MVL ASSOCIATION 
CHURCHES 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Arlington, Minnesota 

Courtland Lutheran Church 
Courtland, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Fairfax, Minnesota 

Norwegian Grove Lutheran Church 
Gaylord, Minnesota  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Gibbon, Minnesota 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Morgan, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Nicollet, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

Peace Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

St. John Lutheran Church 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
St. James, Minnesota  

Norseland Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota  

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Sanborn, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Winthrop, Minnesota 
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Calling All Alumni! 

I wish we had been able to  
welcome you back to campus this 
fall for Homecoming 2020. While 
it’s a changing and challenging 
time for us all, thanks be to God 
that His Word never changes!  

Just as you and more than  
2,000 of your peers did, our  
2020-21 student body is hearing 
that same Word every day in class. 

As an alum, you’re already an  
important part of the MVL family, 
and you’re invited to be an MVL 
partner. Your contribution to 
the Partnership Fund will impact 
our current students, whether you 
donate $5, $50, or $500. 

(If every alum made a $50 gift,  
the funding costs for the entire  
2020-21 student body would be 
met. How awesome is that!) 

If you want to be a part of this  
effort, just visit mvl.org/alumni 
and choose your giving level and 
alumni gift.  

This effort will be ongoing 
throughout the 2020-21 school 
year. Think about it, pray about it, 
and share about it!  

Kristin Matzke 

MVL Mission Advancement 

Giving Level 

$50 

$500 

$5 

Charger Pride Thank-You 

Alumni-exclusive super soft t-shirt designed by a member of the Class of 2020 

Alumni-exclusive shirt + MVL swag bag 

MVL coozie, jar opener, or coin purse of your choice 




