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Priority 

Our school theme this year is  
Passion, Priority, Purpose and 
is based on Romans 5:8: While 
we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. The focus of this 
article of the HiLites is Priority. 

If you had an opportunity to 
invest a sum of money, where 
would you put it? You could put 
it into a Certificate of Deposit 
(CD). It could go into a money 
market of municipal or  
government bonds. You could 
also find a high yield savings 
account or invest in stocks. 

Over the last forty years, the 
parents of more than 2,000 
teenagers were faced with  

that question. The amount of  
money available for the  
investment has grown to about 
$30,000, but the question still 
remains. How should I invest 
that money? 

Thankfully, those parents  
chose to invest their money  
in their children. They sent 
their children to that Lutheran 
High School on Highway 14  
just outside of New Ulm so  
that they could receive a  
Christ-centered secondary  
education. The sacrifice – 
whether it was 40 years ago  
or is happening today – is  
noteworthy. Vacations,  
vehicles, home improvements, 

etc. were sacrificed so that 
these young people could  
sit at the feet of Christian 
teachers and learn about Jesus 
every day. 

Was it worth it? Ask a parent  
of one of those more than 
2,000 alumni. Ask my wife  
and me. Was it worth it?  
Absolutely!  The faith of these 
students at MVL grew as the 
result of chapel, daily religion 
classes, and the role models 
they had in teachers. They  
are well prepared to go out  
into the world today and  
succeed as employees,  
members of the armed forces, 
and college students.  

Every year, I get the  
opportunity on Grandparents’ 
Days to thank these pillars of 
our communities. After all, they 
instilled in their children – who 
in turn, are instilling it in their 
children – the love of Jesus and 
the desire to be a part of our 
mission at MVL of “training  
students for Christian lives on 
earth and for eternity.” 

Where will you make that  
investment? For those of us 
who invested in MVL for our 
children, we thank God  
every day!   

Tim Plath 
MVLHS Principal 

“How should I invest that money?” 
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A Partnership for 
Christian Lives 

At MVL, we build on a Partnership 
for Christian Lives that directly 
impacts more than 200 students 
and their families each year.  

Students learn and grow  
spiritually in classes, athletics,  
activities, and social events. These 
students are guided by dedicated 
Christian teachers and coaches. 

 
Each year MVL graduates move  
on to college, the military, and 
other vocations, prepared to live 
as Christians. 

There is a cost to this  
Partnership. MVL is able to offer 
Christ-centered education thanks 

to a three-part funding story:  
student tuition, support from  
Association congregations,  
and gifts from individuals and  
organizations who make MVL a 
priority in their financial support 
of Christian ministries. 

While it costs $10,500 each year to 
educate a student at MVL, tuition 
and association support cover 
$10,000 of that amount. This 
leaves a $500 gap. Every $500  
given to the MVL Partnership Fund 
completes the funding story for 
one MVL student. 

A special opportunity exists right 
now to help reach our 2019-20 
school year goal of $100,000.  

Generous donors have  
provided a dollar-for-dollar 
match in hopes of inspiring  
others who love the ministry of 
MVL as they do!  

We invite you to respond to this 
opportunity by becoming an MVL 
partner. This partnership impacts 
students today, yet will bear fruit 
and multiply for years to come.  

To have your gift matched, simply 
use the enclosed envelope and 
mark the checkbox for the MVL 
Partnership Fund. You can also 
give online at mvl.org/donate or 
on the MVL Facebook page.  

Response to COVID-19 
All of us have been impacted in 
some way by the spread of  
COVID-19. At the time of writing 
this HiLites, many facets of our 
society are shutting down. That 
is not the case at Minnesota  
Valley Lutheran High School.  
The commitment to our mission 
remains as strong as ever: 
“training students for Christian 

lives on earth and for eternity.” 
Through the collaborative effort  
of MVL parents, students,  
faculty, staff, and supporters, 
excellent Christian education will  
continue. As in all things, we 
look to our Lord for strength and 
can be confident that through 
times of change and uncertainty, 
He will bless us! 

Phil Scriver 
Mission Advancement Director 

pscriver@mvlhs.org / 507.233.8959 
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Building on 
the Rock 
The mission of Minnesota Valley 
Lutheran High School reads in 
part: “training students for  
Christian lives on earth and  
for eternity.” 

We take that directive very  
seriously. So it is with our capital 
campaign Building on the Rock. 
We want this campaign and  
building project to reflect our  
mission and ministry. 

The goal of this campaign is to 
build and complete renovations  
to our building to improve the 
quality of education we provide. 

It is our prayer that these new  
facilities will be a blessing to 
teachers, students, and visitors. 

We also pray these efforts are  
a visible sign that we desire to  

provide the highest quality  
Christian education possible  
to the students entrusted to  
our care. 

Throughout its history, MVL has 
been blessed by the generosity  
of its supporters. We hope and 
pray that you, too, will support 
this endeavor. 

The campaign is comprised of 
four goals: 

1. Newly constructed science 
labs/classrooms 

2. Event center renovations 

3. Newly constructed field house 

4. Newly constructed activities 
entrance 

 

 
 
Goal #1 
Two state-of-the-art science labs 
will be added to advance the  
student learning experience.  
Larger classrooms will provide 
much-needed flexibility for the 
demands of science and  
technology education in our  
modern world. The classroom  
design focuses on safety and 
hands-on learning. 

Goal #2 
The current gymnasium will be 
converted into a multi-purpose  
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MVL Choir Visits with Voces8 
In February, Mr. Jon Hermanson 
took members of the A Capella 
Choir to Saint Michael, MN, for  
a special clinic with renowned 
vocalists Voces8. 

Not only did they learn from  
the group, they also had the  
opportunity to sing for a few 

conductors and composers.  
Following that performance, 
they received feedback from 
Matt Culloton. 

Before returning home, the  
students enjoyed an evening 
concert by Voces8. 

event center with upgraded  
staging, lighting, sound, and  
retractable theater seating.  
These enhancements will  
expand the opportunities  
for students to develop  
performing arts skills that  
will benefit them beyond  
their high school years. 

Goal #3 
The new field house will  
increase the amount of  
indoor athletic practice and  
competition space, an  
addition that will better  
accommodate the schedules  
of the more than 90% of MVL  
students who participate in  
co-curricular activities that  
build lifelong skills. 

Goal #4 
A new and enlarged activities  
entrance will welcome  
visitors to the numerous  
athletic and fine arts events.  
The expanded concessions  
and new restrooms will better  
accommodate the vast number  
of visitors for these events. 

Campaign Verse 
“The cornerstone is Christ Jesus 
Himself.” (Ephesians 2:20) 

Campaign Hymn 
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
(Christian Worship 382) 

Campaign Impact 
“In order to equip our students for 
the world they are growing up in, 
we have to constantly be looking 
at what they need, what it is that 
will help them.” -Mr. Jeff Koepsell 

MVL does not stand alone today. 
We are built on the families and 
supporters of the past 40+ years. 
We are also built for the families 
and supporters yet to come. Most 
importantly, our foundation and 
future is centered on Christ alone. 

MVL Mission Advancement is 
available to discuss any questions 
you have: 507.233.8659 or  
missionadvancement@mvlhs.org.  
More details can also be found at 
mvl.org/capital-campaign. 

May God bless our work together! 
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You are likely familiar with the 
phrase “pay it forward.” It is the 
concept of showing love or  
kindness to others in response to 
love received from someone else. 

While the phrase may only be  
100 years old, paying it forward is 
truly God’s design: Dear friends, 
let us love one another, for love 
comes from God.... (1 John 4:7). 
Through faith, we are compelled 
to take God’s amazing grace and 
pass it on to others.  

One example of paying God’s 
grace forward happened at MVL 
when four alumni—Callahan  
Diersen (‘17), Joel Koelpin (‘17), 
Syrena Meyer (‘16), and Kelci Wold 
(‘16)—voluntarily signed up to 
read aloud semester exams for 
some of our current students. 

Why would these college students 
choose to spend part of their  
winter break reading tests at their 
alma mater? We asked! 

Callahan: “I was blessed in my 
years at MVL to receive great  
instruction from my teachers who 
were willing to help whenever I 
needed it. Volunteering as a test 
reader was an easy way to help 
my former teachers and their  
current students.” 

Joel: “MVL teaches you to look for 
opportunities to serve in your 
church and community.” 

Syrena: “I feel that MVL provides 
such a community feeling that 
makes you want to help when and 
wherever you can.” 

Kelci: “MVL has always encouraged 
a ‘family-like’ atmosphere that has 
shown me how important it is to 
come back and help when I can.”  

To all who make excellent  
Christian education possible for 
our students through freely  
sharing your time, talents, and 
treasures, thank you! 

Alumni Volunteer 
as Test Readers 

On the Cover & Call Update 
Thank you again to Mike 
Schwertfeger (‘89), owner of 
Lime Rock Photography, for  
capturing a “Day at MVL.”  
The cover photo was taken in 
Hailey Johnson’s classroom. 

The classroom is particularly 
special to us. WELS leadership  
recently granted our request 
that Miss Johnson’s one-year  
assignment to MVL become  
a permanent call. 

This means Miss Johnson will 
remain at MVL with a full-time, 
permanent call as teacher  
and coach! 

She said, “As I reflect back on 
this last year, I am truly humbled 
by all the love, prayers, and  
support I have received. I  
eagerly look forward to making 
New Ulm home and continuing 
my service to the students and 
families of MVL in the future!” 

Callahan Diersen (’17) & Syrena Meyer (‘16) 

Kelci Wold (‘16) & Joel Koelpin (‘17) 
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The following memorial and honorary gifts were received  
November 16, 2019 - March 24, 2020. Unless otherwise designated 
by the donor, these types of gifts to MVL are invested in the  
Operating Fund Endowment, which accrues earnings that are used 
for the operating budget. 

Gilbert Schmidt $     10.00 

Eileen Schroeder $   445.00 

Beth Schuelein $     40.00 

Roger Schultz $     25.00 

Valeria Schultz $     25.00 

Freddric Schweiss $     20.00 

Kath Smith $   195.00 

Hilary Tauer $     10.00 

Dolores Thom $     55.00 

Gerald Tjernagel $1,070.00 

Lorenz Wischstadt $   500.00 

Jacque Zagurski $     30.00 

 

In honor of 

Michal Bauer and 
Jonathan Bauer $   500.00 

Grant Holzhueter, 
Greg Holzhueter, and  
Galen Holzhueter $1,000.00 

Jennifer & Nathan Scharf,  
Michaela Otterstatter, and 
Jared Otterstatter $    40.00 

The 2019 Spirit of  
MVL Recipients $  100.00 

In memory of 

Sharon Baur $     50.00 

Walter & Elviera 
Becker $     20.00 

John & Olga Bentz $     20.00 

Carl Boeder $     25.00 

Bruce Brau $     95.00 

Richard Bruns $     45.00 

Harold Carlson $     20.00 

Ronald Dalueg $     30.00 

Eugene Daniels $     10.00 

Melrose Diekman $     50.00 

Steve Fluegge $   380.00 

Lloyd Havemeier $     10.00 

Hank Jaeger $     25.00 

Merelyn Kiecker $     10.00 

Bryan Koepp $     40.00 

June Kramer $     25.00 

Marcy Kramer $     75.00 

Robert Krueger $     45.00 

Robert & Althea Kuhl $   125.00 

Earl Kurtzweg $     10.00 

Theodore Kuske $     50.00 

Aaron Lloyd $     25.00 

Donna Lowinske $2,000.00 

Robert Martens $     10.00 

Ralph Marti $     20.00 

Eldon Nuessmeier $     20.00 

Julian Olsen $   125.00 

Russell Paulson $     10.00 

Edgar Poehler $   100.00 

Alfred & Vona Renz $   125.00 

Eunice Sandhoefner $   100.00 

 
Memorial & Honorary Gifts 

MVL ASSOCIATION 
CHURCHES 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Arlington, Minnesota 

Courtland Lutheran Church 
Courtland, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Fairfax, Minnesota 

Norwegian Grove Lutheran Church 
Gaylord, Minnesota  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Gibbon, Minnesota 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Morgan, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Nicollet, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

Peace Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

St. John Lutheran Church 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
St. James, Minnesota  

Norseland Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota  

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Sanborn, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Winthrop, Minnesota 
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Save the Date: MVL Classic 
The annual MVL Classic is a  
pinnacle event in the year for  
MVL. The purpose of the day is  
to support tuition assistance for  
a Christ-centered education. 

 

 

 

Thanks to the many generous 
sponsors and participants of the 
2019 MVL Classic, over $21,000 
was made available in tuition  
assistance for MVL families in the 
2019-20 school year. 

This year’s event is taking place at 
the New Ulm Country Club on 
Monday, July 13. You are warmly 
invited to join the MVL community 
for one or both parts of the day. 

The $125 golf fee includes lunch, 
18 holes, a cart, and dinner.  
Golfers who pay by June 29 will 
also receive a free ticket to the 
evening social event. Sign-in and 
lunch will begin at 11:00 A.M. with 
a shotgun start at noon. Singles 
and pairs will be grouped in  
foursomes prior to the event. 

The $25 evening social event  
will begin at 6:00 P.M. with hors 
d’oeuvres, wine and beer tastings, 
and entertainment. 

Registration opens in May! Visit 
mvl.org/golf-classic or contact 
Kristin Matzke at 507.233.8662  
or kmatzke@mvlhs.org. 

Several sponsor levels are  
also available! If your business  
or place of employment is  
interested in the benefits of  
sponsoring the MVL Classic,  
please contact Phil Scriver  
at 507.233.8659 or 
pscriver@mvlhs.org. 

MVL Class of 1985 Reunion 
Save the dates for your 35th class reunion, happening July 10-12, 2020. Email will be the primary form of 
communication, so please contact your planning committee. 

Jana (Brueske) Finken: djfinken@msn.com 
Wendy (Hulke) Ellwein: wellwein@yahoo.com 
Amy (Licht) Magyar: amy.magyar@gmail.com 
Andy Willems: awillems9@gmail.com 

Friday evening: Swany’s Pub, 7 P.M. 
Saturday afternoon: Harman Park, 1-4 P.M. 
Saturday evening: New Ulm Country Club, 6 P.M. 
Sunday morning: Church service & tour at MVL 

This weekend also ties into the MVL Classic on Monday, July 13. You are encouraged to stay an extra day to 
join in this annual fundraising tradition! 


