
As Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School celebrates its 40th anniversary this year, we 

look back, reminisce and thank God for the blessings the students, parents and fans have been 

able to enjoy because of MVL girls’ basketball. While there was an informal JV team during the 

1979-80 school year, it wasn’t until the following year that girls’ varsity basketball took to the 

court.  That first team under the leadership of Coach Al Stelljes traveled to New Ulm Cathedral 

for its first game to take on the Greyhounds.  While losing a hard-fought battle 34 to 36, the 

stage was set for a bright future the Chargers girls’ basketball program.  That team was able to 

exact revenge on Cathedral later in the year by a score of 50 to 44 in our home gym at St. Paul’s 

school on their way to our program’s first winning season.  Unfortunately, the season came to 

an end with a first round play-off loss to Gaylord 31 to 35. Lori Hippert led the team in scoring 

with 182 points, and Rachel Averbeck had 136 rebounds.  

Play-off success soon followed.  The 1983-84 season produced the program’s first post-

season trophy with a third place in District 14 (back when they still had districts and 3rd place 

games).  Not being satisfied with that, the girls that returned the following year cruised through 

the season with a 22-2 record (the second best in program history).  They won the district and 

proceeded to the regional tournament defeating Le Sueur 48-45 in the semifinals before losing 

the championship game (only the second loss of the year) to Glencoe, one game away from the 

state tournament.  Gayle Bauer was the coach of this team, while Liz Madson led the team in 

scoring (380) and rebounding (213), and Lisa Willems had the most assists (84) and steals (82). 

After fourteen straight winning seasons, the MVL Chargers were finally able to break 

through the final barrier and qualify for the state tournament.  The 1993-’94 team compiled a 

25-4 record with play-off victories over GFW, Cathedral, Springfield, Belle Plaine and St. James.  

Once at state, the team lost to New London/Spicer 28-58 in the first round and to Dilworth-

Glindon-Felton by a score of 57-71 in consolation play. This year, we are celebrating the 25th 

anniversary of that team and its successful season.  The team was coached by Dave Ross, and 

the players on that team were Kristen Scharf, Tina Hopp, Heather Bernard, Lisa Gronholz, Alli 

Younge, Christy Schwictenberg, Lisa Westendorf, Kristi Wendler, Naci Melzer, Sarah Klockziem, 

Erin Enter and Jenny Berg. 

God has continued to bless our girls’ basketball teams with a great deal of success.  

Since our first trip to state, we have had four more teams qualify for the state tournament in 

2000, 2005, 2006 and 2008.  The best finish we have been able to see so far is a second place 

finish in 2000.  The best overall record was 32-1 during the 2005-06 season when the team 

finished third in the state.  In addition to the five trips to state, our teams have won eight 

subsection titles and finished second six more times.  Since joining the Tomahawk Conference 

during the 1990-91 season, we have won the conference title a total of ten times. Coming into 

this season, our program has had thirty-one winning seasons and the overall program record 

coming into today’s game is 663 – 306.     

More importantly, as God has blessed our basketball teams through the years, He has 

also given us the opportunity to share His Word with these young ladies both on the court and 

in the classroom.  May He continue to bless us in the future as we carry out His command to 

feed His lambs, and may we continue to play the game of basketball to His glory.  


