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MVL Students Passionate 
about... Peanut Butter? 

Having watched high school 
sports for a few years, there 
are certain cheers that seem 
to be favorites of certain 
schools. I can’t help but  
wonder the same for our 
Charger crowds. Really, how 
much sense does a cheer 
about “P-Nut Butter...and  
jelly” really make? What is the 
relationship between those 
two food staples and winning 
a basketball game? Yet, when 
that cheer comes up, our  
student fans are cheering for 
all they’re worth. They want 
their team to win. They’re 
committed to them and will 

work diligently from their 
places in the stands to help 
cheer their team to victory. 

As I watch those students of 
ours, I see passion in their 
eyes and hear it in their  
voices. They are proud of  
who they are and what they 
represent. Even if they have 
(what I would consider) goofy 
cheers, they’re sold on being  
a Charger. 

Yet, I don’t just see that  
passion in the stands during 
athletic contests. Watch the 
faces of the students at the 
Christmas Concert when 

they’re singing in the A Capella 
Choir or Chargaliers. They’re 
passionate about their faith, 
about that baby Jesus in the 
manger, and want to share 
that news with others.   

I see passion in the faces of 
the students ready to take  
the Advanced Placement  
exams in May of each year. 
They understand that they  
are about to be tested on  
everything that they have 
learned in that year-long class.  
They know that they will have 
to score well to get college 
credit. The pressure that they 
feel is real, but they are  

serious about the task at hand 
and ready to share what 
they’ve learned. 

I could share more about our 
students. They are passionate 
about their activities, their  
academics, and their faith. As 
principal, faculty members, 
staff, parents, Board and  
Association members, it is our 
responsibility to continue to 
train them “for Christian lives 
on earth and for eternity.”  

May our gracious God  
continue to bless our work! 

“They are passionate about their activities, 

their academics, and their faith.” 
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Building on the Rock 
Capital Campaign 

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High 
School is built on a beautiful  
campus, the tremendous efforts  
of many people, and most  
importantly, the foundation of 
God’s word “with Christ Jesus  
himself as the cornerstone” 
(Ephesians 2:20). For more than  
40 years, students have received 
excellent spiritual and academic 
training, preparing them for  
Christian lives. 

To enhance this mission, the  
MVL Association delegates  
recently approved initiating a  
capital campaign that includes  
additions and renovations that 
expand learning and co-curricular 
opportunities for all students. 

Christ-centered academic training 
is a critical component of MVL’s 
school ministry. Science and  
technology standards have  
developed rapidly in recent years, 
creating a need at MVL for larger, 
safer, and more flexible science 

classrooms. The addition  
proposed in this project will  
dramatically improve the  
science and technology learning  
environments for the students and 
open the door to instruction never 
before seen at MVL. May the Lord 
bless our efforts to provide our 
students with the finest possible 
educational experience. 

Over 90% of our students are  
involved in a co-curricular activity. 
They are driven to discover,  
develop, and share their  
God-given talents. Facilities play  
a critical role in nurturing their 
natural abilities. This building  
project will more than double 
MVL’s indoor practice and  
performance space. There is no 
doubt MVL students will take  
full advantage of all that a new 
gymnasium and renovated event 
center will offer them.  
 
A significant feature of this project 
is the dedication of the stage to 

fine arts practice and performance 
space. The addition of flooring, 
curtains, storage space, dressing 
rooms, and retractable theater 
seating, along with lighting and 
sound improvements, will provide 
students with a performing arts 
experience unlike any other in 
MVL history. 
 
You are invited to play a 
meaningful role in making 
“Building on the Rock” a  
successful campaign through  
your prayers, encouragement,  
and contributions. Campaign  
materials will be available at  
MVL, at Association congregations, 
and online in February 2020.  

To God be the glory as we embark 
on this journey together! 

Call News 

Mrs. Karyn Clemons (left) has  
accepted our full-time call as an 
English instructor starting in the 
2020-21 school year. 

MVL has asked the Assignment 
Committee to make Miss Hailey 
Johnson’s (right) call to teach 
Spanish at MVL permanent. 

As of this writing, MVL is in the 
process of extending a call for a 
Director of Technology to begin 
in the 2020-21 school year. 

We thank God for our dedicated 
faculty and staff and ask His 
blessings on this ministry! 
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Conference Champions 

Both the MVL volleyball team 
and the MVL boys’ cross country 
team were this year’s Tomahawk 
Conference champions. 

The last time the volleyball team 
was conference champion was in 
2007. This is the first year the 
boy’s cross country team won. 

Volleyball coach Amy Pearson 
(’93) shared, “I am so proud of 
these girls and the hard work 
they put in to get to a perfect  

8-0 conference record. Keep  
on Chargin’!“ 

Cross Country coach Nicole  
Lehman said, “It was an honor to 
watch them use their God-given 
abilities to push each other to 
continue to improve throughout 
the season and to see that hard 
work pay off at conference.“ 

Congratulations to these  
students and their coaches! 

Spirit of MVL 
Recognition Reception & Gala 
MVL is blessed to have a great 
number of people in our family,  
all with a heart for Christian  
education. The Spirit of MVL 
events are designed to bring this 
family together in thanksgiving. 
This special evening was held on 
Saturday, November 23 at the 
Best Western Conference Center 
in New Ulm. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The Recognition Reception began 
at 4:00 P.M. Eight Spirit of MVL 
award recipients were recognized: 
Dean & Kaye Compart, Joe & Beth 
Holtmeier, Robin & Carol Kramer, 
and Jerry & Gwen Tjernagel. 
Please join with us in thanking  

these individuals for using their 
time, talents, and treasures to the 
glory of God and to the benefit of  
Christ-centered education. 

Dean & Kaye Compart 

Dean and Kaye Compart have 
served MVL in a variety of ways 
over the years. Dean is currently 
on the MVL Foundation board, and 
has previously served on the MVL 
Board of Directors. 

Dean and Kaye were active  
parents while their three  
children—Kyle, Michael, and 
Laura—were students at MVL. 

Dean was a statistician for football 
games. Dean and Kaye were  
co-chairs for the annual Booster 
Club Auction for four years. They 
continue to attend many MVL 
fundraising and school events. 

Dean and Kaye have been blessed 
with the resources to provide  
regular and generous financial 
support to Christian education at 
MVL. They have also provided  
in-kind donations through their 
family business in Nicollet,  
Compart Family Farms. 

Joe & Beth Holtmeier 
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Joe and Beth Holtmeier, owners  
of Holtmeier Construction in  
Mankato, have revealed their love 
and support for MVL in very  
moving  and generous ways. 

Their trucks and employees  
completed the earthwork for  
the 2007 addition, created the 
cross country trail through the 
MVL property, completed the  
design and earthwork for the 
Palmer/MVL bus garage, provided 
crushed limestone for the softball 
field, and provided ag-lime for the 
baseball infield. They are in the 
process of building the 400 meter 
practice track with football field in 
the center.  

Joe and Beth have three children: 
Ethan is a freshman at MVL and 
Brianna and Dylan are alumni. 

Robin & Carol Kramer 

Robin and Carol Kramer have 
been a part of the MVL family 
since its inception. They can be 
seen at many MVL fundraising and 
school events and continue to 
support the school they helped 
start 40 years ago. 

Robin was a member of the first 
Board of Directors and now  
serves on the MVL Foundation 

board. He was a committee  
member for the initial building 
and for the 1995 addition. 

Robin and Carol are the  
parents of Beth, Peter, Noel,  
Aaron, and Ross. Four  
grandchildren are currently  
attending MVL and two have  
recently graduated. 

Jerry & Gwen Tjernagel 

Jerry and Gwen Tjernagel have 
supported MVL through all the 
years of its existence.  

Gwen was one of the first student 
transportation providers, driving 
the Mankato-New Ulm route. She 
also maintained their household 
while Jerry spent many hours as 
an MVL volunteer. Jerry was the 
“25 & Growing” capital campaign 
chair, served two terms on the 
Board of Directors, was integral  
to the “Faith, Family, Future”  
debt reduction campaign, and 
drafted the original MVL  
personnel policies.  

Jerry and Gwen have been seen at 
almost all of the MVL fundraising 
events as faithful supporters of 
the mission of MVL. They are the 
proud parents of three children: 
Andy, Beth, and Becky. 

Jerry entered his heavenly home 
on November 21, 2019. 

A Window into the Future 
The annual Spirit of MVL Gala  
followed the reception. This year’s 
theme was “A Window into the 
Future” and funds were raised for 
the upcoming capital campaign. 

Prior to dinner, attendees enjoyed 
capturing the night in the photo 
booth and figuring out the secrets 
to the unique puzzle room. 

An array of beautiful items and 
thrilling experiences were sold in 
the live auction. A group of donors 
created a $35,000 Inspiration 
Matching Pool, resulting in 
$90,000 pledged at the Appeal to 
the Heart. To God be the glory! 

Thank You 
Thank you to our table sponsors: 
Bethany Lutheran College, Brau 
Motors, Citizens Bank MN, Gift 
Planning Services, Martin Luther 
College, R. Henry Construction, 
Thrivent Financial New Ulm Area 
Group, Best Western Plus &  
Green Mill, Compart Family  
Farms, Holtmeier Construction, 
Lime Rock Photography, Otto  
Media Group, STAR Group  
NAPA Auto Parts Stores, and  
Wood Creek Carpentry. 

Special thanks to Rev. Tom 
Westendorf for sharing a  
wonderful message at the  
Recognition Reception and to  
Rev. Rob Guenther for being this 
year’s keynote speaker at the Gala. 
Thanks also to our NHS students 
and faculty advisor, Jeff Koepsell. 

Thank you to all who attended  
and to all of the MVL family who 
sustain the Christ-centered  
education at MVL through prayers 
and support. 
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Have you ever read the account  
of Jesus feeding the five thousand 
and thought about how amazing  
it would be to have that kind of 
power? The ability to multiply a 
simple gift like bread and fish 
would enable you to do so much 
good in a world so filled with 
problems. Most gifts we give don’t 
multiply and simply don’t last.  
The chocolates get eaten, the toys 
break, the clothes wear out, and 
the devices become obsolete. 
 
However, there is one eternal gift 
that all of us can give. Through 
sharing the gospel, the gift of  
eternal life with our Savior is 
passed on from generation to  
generation. We can freely  
distribute God’s grace without 
any fear of it running out. This can 
be done individually and through 
organizations like churches and 
schools. Teaching the truths of 
God’s Word is what Minnesota  
Valley Lutheran High School exists 
to do. 
 
We don’t have the power to  
multiply bread and fish, but  

gifts can be made to ministry  
that grow and impact multiple 
generations. At MVL, the  
Operating Fund Endowment  
and the MVL Foundation offer  
opportunities to make a lasting 
impact on the mission to train  
students for Christian lives.  
 
The MVL Foundation manages  
a fund that annually distributes 
tuition assistance for qualifying 
families with students attending 
MVL. Each year over 100 students 
receive financial assistance.  
During the past 35 years, the  
MVL Foundation has provided 
more than $1,000,000 to families 
to help cover tuition costs. 
 
The Operating Fund Endowment 
was created to generate  
investment income for MVL. A  
portion of the investment income 
is used for MVL operating  
expenses. Gifts to the Operating 
Fund Endowment play a vital role 
in managing the costs associated 
with carrying out this meaningful 
ministry. A gift to the Operating 
Fund Endowment is an investment 

in the future of Christian  
education at MVL as it is designed 
to provide for MVL’s funding 
needs now and into the future. 
 
As you prayerfully make plans  
for your gifts to ministry, please 
consider the opportunities that 
gifts to the MVL Foundation  
and the Operating Fund  
Endowment offer to help  
provide Christian education to 
MVL students year after year. 

 
Multiplying Gifts 

Phil Scriver 

Mission Advancement Director 

2019-20 School Year Theme 

Each summer, MVL selects a 
Scripture passage and theme for 
the upcoming school year. The 
2019-20 logo (pictured) was  
designed by MVL art teacher,  
Mr. Ben Lundsten.  

He noted, “The image grew out 
of a search for how to visualize 
the suffering of Christ found in  

Romans 5:8 and the theme of 
passion, priority, purpose. The 
three graphical elements were  
a grounding for the design,  
mirroring the components of 
our theme and the Trinity. The 
unifying thread between the 
three was Christ and his death 
for us, which was personified 
through the crown of thorns.” 
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The following memorial and honorary gifts were received  
July 1 - November 15, 2019. Unless otherwise designated by the 
donor, these types of gifts to MVL are invested in the Operating 
Fund Endowment, which accrues earnings that are used for the 
operating budget. 

Heidi Kay Scharf $     40.00 

John Schultz $1,585.00 

Rea Schwall $     25.00 

Lee Stern $     20.00 

Owen Swenson $     70.00 

Jerome Timm $     90.00 

Howard Wessel $     50.00 

Milo Wills $     25.00 

Wilbert & Arlene Wog $   200.00 

Ila Zimmerman $   465.00 

Kathy Zins $     60.00 

In honor of 

Carolyn Birkholz’s  
85th birthday $     25.00 

Hailey Johnson $     40.00 

LeRoy & Carolyn Kramer’s  
65th anniversary  $   130.00 

Robin & Carol Kramer’s 
50th anniversary  $   220.00 

In memory of 

Joel Albrecht $     20.00 

Walter & Elviera 
Becker $     55.00 

Don & Lois Beilke $1,000.00 

Virginia Bendix $   125.00 

John & Olga Bentz $     55.00 

Herb Berg $   820.00 

Fritz Blauert $   100.00 

Donaven Bode $     25.00 

Roy Brueske $     20.00 

Lilla Buerkle $     80.00 

Arden Busack $     40.00 

Aaron Carlovsky $   500.00 

Edgar & Florence 
Eckert $     50.00 

Herta Jaster $   500.00 

Sharon Karstens $     40.00 

Donna Kollmann $     15.00 

Mary Krekelberg $     20.00 

Cleo Melendy $     10.00 

James Meyer $   100.00 

Rueben Meyer $     20.00 

Lenny Noga $     25.00 

Esther Ohland $     25.00 

Donald Raddatz $     40.00 

Edward Reinhart $       5.00 

Herbert Schaper $     50.00 

 
Memorial & Honorary Gifts 

MVL ASSOCIATION 
CHURCHES 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Arlington, Minnesota 

Courtland Lutheran Church 
Courtland, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Fairfax, Minnesota 

Norwegian Grove Lutheran Church 
Gaylord, Minnesota  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Gibbon, Minnesota 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Morgan, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Nicollet, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

Peace Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

St. John Lutheran Church 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
St. James, Minnesota  

Norseland Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota  

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Sanborn, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Winthrop, Minnesota 

On the Cover 

Thank you to Mike Schwertfeger (‘89), owner of Lime Rock  
Photography, for capturing a “Day at MVL” this fall. The cover  
photo was taken in the media center. 
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Homecoming Festivities 

Students enjoyed Homecoming 
festivities throughout the first 
week in October, culminating in 
the football game against Tracy-
Milroy-Balaton High School on  
Friday night at Johnson Field. 

The 2019 Homecoming Court  
was Maida Jaspersen, Kincaid  
Diersen, Lexi Fosburgh (queen), 
Colton Collum, Haley Herfendal, 
Mason Cox, Lauren Schauer,  
Teddy Giefer, Mara Weisensel,  
William Sanders (king), Madeleine 
Pearson, and Trent Fluegge. 

During halftime, Gene Rodewald 
and Robin Kramer of the  
MVL Foundation Board presented 
a check of $105,000 to tuition  
assistance, accepted by Student 
Council members Lauren Schauer 
and Kincaid Diersen. 

Also during halftime, the players 
and coaches of the 1994 football 
team were recognized for their 
accomplishments and going to 
State 25 years ago. 

The evening ended in a school 
dance and the lighting of the 
Charger bolt. 

Meanwhile, alumni, parents, and 
MVL fans of all ages gathered at 
the New Ulm Community Center 
for the annual post-game social.  
It was a fun night of refreshments, 
games, door prizes, and mingling! 

On Saturday, the third annual  
Golf Extravaganza was affected  
by heavy rains. While night golf 
was not able to happen this year, 
18 registrants still came out to 
Minneopa Golf Club in Mankato 
for dinner and socializing. 

MVL Class of 1985 Reunion 
Save the dates for your 35th class reunion, happening July 10-12, 2020. Email will be the primary form of 
communication, so please contact your planning committee. 

Jana (Brueske) Finken: djfinken@msn.com 
Wendy (Hulke) Ellwein: wellwein@yahoo.com 
Amy (Licht) Magyar: amy.magyar@gmail.com 
Andy Willems: awillems9@gmail.com 

Friday evening: Swany’s Pub, 7 P.M. 
Saturday afternoon: Harman Park, 1-4 P.M. 
Saturday evening: New Ulm Country Club, 6 P.M. 
Sunday morning: Church service & tour at MVL 

This weekend also ties into the MVL Classic on Monday, July 13. All golfers are encouraged to stay an extra 
day to join in this annual fundraising tradition! 




