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In the Faculty Handbook for Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School, there are a 
number of objectives listed.  They are divided up into categories:  Spiritual,  
Academic, Personal/Social/Physical, and Home-School relationships.  These  
objectives help provide focus for the teachers as they carry on their ministry at 
MVL. 
 
The objectives I’d like to address this month focus on the spiritual nature of the 
instruction that MVL provides.  In terms of our theme for the year, it is  
definitely a “Priority” every day within the walls of this school. 
 
Spiritual 
 To provide systematic and thorough instruction in God’s Word, through 

which each student’s faith may be nurtured and strengthened. 
 To provide a rich devotional life centered in God’s Word. 
 To provide students with an opportunity to live their faith in daily Christian 

fellowship. 
 To teach the students to use their time, talents, and treasures to glorify God 

with a life of faithful service. 
 To reach out, as a school and as an individual, with the Gospel to the  
        unchurched. 
 
Each day, our students attend religion class.  They study the Old and New Testa-
ment in detail as freshmen and sophomores.  In their junior year, the students 
study the doctrines of our church and learn the connection between God’s 
Word and what we believe.  In their senior year, the focus is on the life lessons 
that students learn as they relate to life during and after high school.   
 
Our students attend chapel each day and have numerous opportunities during 
the course of a school year to let their light shine in our communities and at 
MVL events.  We have service organizations like Student Council and National 
Honor Society that encourage our students to give back to those around them.  
Finally, through the spiritual education received at MVL, we want our students 
to be beacons of light and share God’s Word with others, so that they too, 
might spend eternity in heaven. 
 
What a blessing it is that we can share God’s Word with our students each and 
every day! We couldn’t imagine MVL without that focus.  
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Inclement Weather Policy 
Now that winter is here it may happen that we will decide 
to start school late, close, or dismiss early.  In such cases, 
the decision will be announced through our Honeywell 
Instant Alert system.  If you have not yet registered your 
account please go to the MVL website under Parent 
Resources and follow the instructions to register your 
student.   
 
It is our intention to have a decision by 6:00 a.m. on those 
mornings when we will be starting late or closing for the 
day.  At times, something could force a later decision and, 
in such cases, we would try to do that as soon as possible.   
 
Parents have the final decision on questionable weather 
days.  A student absent will be marked absent, but if 
parents contact us with their decision to send their child 
later, or keep them home due to the weather, those 
absences are considered ‘weather-related’ and will not 
count toward the eight allowed absences before losing 
credit. 
 
Parents, we ask that you have a plan of action with your 
student if the weather is expected to turn bad during the 
course of the day.  It is difficult to get messages to 
students during the school day when we are trying to 
notify the media and other entities. Thanks in advance for 
your cooperation!  

NHS Membership Selection 
This month, our NHS advisor will be sending out            
invitations to join the MVL chapter of the National Honor 
Society. 
 
Invitations will be sent out to current juniors (and current 
non-NHS seniors) who have achieved a cumulative GPA 
of 3.5 or better. The invitation will be in the form of a 
packet of materials that the student should discuss with 
his or her parents. Even though a student’s GPA has no 
bearing on their final acceptance into NHS, students are 
expected to maintain a 3.5 GPA in order to remain      
eligible; they are also expected to fully participate in NHS 
activities. 
 
The application requires students to list their participa-
tion in organizations, their leadership experiences, their 
service activities, and their employment history. The   
application also includes a place for students to explain 
why they want to join this service organization. A letter 
of recommendation must accompany the student’s     
application. The letter cannot be written by a family 
member, an MVL teacher, or any MVL coach. The person 
who writes the letter should know the student quite well 
and should be able to vouch for the student’s work ethic, 
leadership, responsibility, and character. 
 
The actual selection process will follow the guidelines set 
by our NHS constitution and by-laws. If a student       
qualifies for invitation by virtue of his or her GPA, that 
student will receive an invitation to pursue membership. 
A student may decide that he or she is not interested, or 
that distance from school prohibits his or her participa-
tion, or that employment or co-curricular make NHS 
member-ship inadvisable. All invited students need to 
return a response form (included in the invitation packet) 
regardless of whether or not they plan to pursue      
membership. A submitted application does not           
guarantee membership.  
 
Non-selection may indicate that the student needs to 
evaluate their personal growth in order to meet the     
required high standards of the NHS. 
 
NHS Induction is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Sunday,  
February 9, 2020. 

Happy New Year 

Schedule Change 
We are going to make a change in the schedule for  
Monday, January 6.  That is the first day back for everyone 
after our Christmas break.  We were scheduled to have a 
one hour late start to allow the faculty to meet.  Because 
of additional agenda items, we are going to delay the start 
of the school day even further and have a two hour late 
start.  As a result, on Monday, January 6, classes will begin 
at 10:20  Thank you for working with us on this change.  

Tissue Request 
Our supplies of tissues is already starting to dwindle. 
Please consider buying a couple extra boxes and having 
your student deliver them to room 225. Thanks! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj5zdOxi-TXAhUq04MKHZ6FA5sQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.us%2F&psig=AOvVaw2A7t8cCO-0k1IL7u72aA7X&ust=1512055378175571
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  Chargers vs. Cancer  
Tuesday, January 30 we will host the Sleepy Eye Indians at 
6 & 7:30. This night will be a very special night for our 
team as we host the American Cancer Society Coaches vs. 
Cancer game which we have  modified to Chargers vs 
Cancer.  By helping to spread awareness and raising funds 
for research we can show our support those who have 
been affected by cancer. We are hoping to raise $5000. 
What happens with the money raised? Funds raised in 
support of the American Cancer Society make a difference 
in the fight to end cancer in many ways:  
 
 Helping people stay well by educating and empower-

ing people to live healthy lives and reduce their risk 
for cancer, and to get screening tests to find cancer 
early when it is easiest to treat.  

 Helping people facing cancer get well by providing 
information, day-to-day help, and emotional support 
to guide them through every step of their cancer ex-
perience. 

 Finding cures by investing in and conducting research 
that leads to groundbreaking discoveries into cancer 
causes and cures.  

 Fighting back by working with legislators to support 
laws that help people get access to screenings and 
care 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Free Throw Challenge 
One of the ways the team is helping fight this horrific  
disease is by raising funds to battle cancer will be our  
annual Chargers vs Cancer Free Throw Challenge. Right 
now the players are out collecting pledges/donations for 
the number of free throws they make out of 100. After 
Christmas, all three teams will shoot 100 free throws and 
then be sent back out to collect those pledges.  If you 
would like to donate or pledge a player please email me 
(cmorgan@mvlhs.org) I will find someone you can pledge. 
 
Other events planned that night: 
Selling of memory cards. 
Culver’s sundaes will be available for purchase that night. 
Recognition of our survivors and those battling cancer. 
And a few more things that are still in the planning stages. 
 
Thank you for your support and let’s put a stop to this 
disease. 

MNSAA Report 
In October, seven representatives from Minnesota  
Nonpublic School Accrediting Association (MNSAA) 
spent time at MVL for their site visit.   We have since 
received a letter from MNSAA Executive Director Sarah 
Mueller with news of the board decision regarding their 
visit.  Sarah wrote: 
 

Congratulations! On Friday, December 6, 2019, the 
MNSAA Board of Directors renewed the seven-year  
accreditation eligibility status for the grades 9 -- 12 
school program of Minnesota Valley Lutheran High 

School in New Ulm.  The Board commends your  
leadership and school community on the excellence 

demonstrated throughout the accreditation process.  It 
was impressive that you provided the board with  

additional information about key recommendations  
before they met in December.  Clearly, MVL is committed 

to ongoing improvement and educational excellence. 

2019 is in the books and we are halfway through the  
2019-20 school year with many memories made and 
many more to be made.  I would like to take this time to 
thank all who have volunteered in the past. We are  
looking forward to seeing more volunteering in the  
concession stand, ticket taking, scoreboard, etc in 2020. 
It’s always a great way to be a role model for your  
children. Besides, it’s fun to meet new people, have a few 
laughs and maybe even burn a batch of popcorn! It’s all a 
part of the MVL spirit and MVL family. 

Boys’ and Girls’ basketball MAJOR SCHEDULE CHANGE 
Jan 6  NUC @ MVL 
          4:45 JV Boys 
         6:00 Varsity Girls 
         7:30 Varsity Boys 
Jan 7 C Games @ NUC 
         5:00 C Boys vs NUC 
         6:15 C Girls vs NUC 

Boys’ Basketball 
Wow, where has December gone?  This month has gone 
by as fast as the guys have scored points. All three teams 
are playing very well, which is a reflection of their hard 
work in practice. Our team defense is the spark that 
starts our offense and transitions into some exciting fast 
breaks. It’s been great to play all the home games, but 
January takes us on the road and will end with our 
Chargers vs Cancer game against the Sleepy Eye Indians. 

mailto:cmorgan@mvlhs.org


 4 

  

Wednesday, January 29th – Test Results Night 
The results from the testing days in October will be 
shared with parents and students on Wednesday,  
January 29th. Freshmen and Sophomores will start at 6 
p.m. (ACT Aspire) and ASVAB interpretation and PSAT 
results for Juniors will begin at 6:45 p.m. More infor-
mation on this event will be emailed out to you as the 
date nears. Please RSVP if you plan on attending by  
contacting Mr. Smith at tjsmith@mvlhs.org or via phone 
at 507.233.8685. You may also reach out to him with any 
questions or concerns. 

You Don't Know Until You Go!  
There are three vacation days in February, which are  
perfect for Juniors and Seniors to complete college visits 
or job shadowing experiences. These dates allow stu-
dents to visit college campuses or shadow without having 
to worry about missing class time here at MVL. If you 
plan on visiting a campus on President’s Day, first make 
sure that you check to see that they will be in session.  
 
Start planning now! If you need assistance in setting up a 
visit or job shadowing experience, please contact Mr. 
Smith at tjsmith@mvlhs.org or via phone at 
507.233.8685. 

Christmas Gifts for Faculty and Staff 
Thank you to all who made contributions toward the  
Faculty and Staff Christmas gifts.  MVL scrip was  
purchased for all of them.  This was one way we could 
show our appreciation for all the work and time they 
have invested in the training of our children. 
  
Basketball Concession Workers Still Needed! 
Thank you to all who have already signed up to work in 
the concession stand this basketball season. This is a 
great opportunity to meet new families and to support 
the school.  Watch for emails for open slots on Sig-
nUp.com.  There is also a link on the MVL home page for 
the SignUp.com website, just scroll down! Please consid-
er volunteering in the concession stand or as a ticket  
taker in 2020. 
 
Apparel Store 
Remember that our apparel sales site is now open all the 
time, and there are many customizable choices to make 
your own style as you support our MVL teams.  The order 
link is on the home page of the MVL website. 
 
Booster Club Auction 
The Booster Club auction continues with its Jeans and 
Dreams theme this year.  Last year’s event was a huge 
success, and plans are underway for even more fun!  Join 
us March 28 at Turner Hall for the Booster Club’s biggest 
fundraiser.  

Remaining ACT Test Dates 
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-
services/the-act.html 

Test Date Registration 
Deadline 

(Late Fee  
Required) 

February 8, 
2020 (at MVL) 

January 10, 
2020 

January 11-17, 
2020 

April 4,  
2020 (at MVL) 

February 28, 
2020 

February 29-
March 13, 2020 

June 13,  
2020 

May 8,  
2020 

May 9-22, 2020 

July 18,  
2020 

June 19,  
2020 

June 20-26, 
2020 

mailto:tjsmith@mvlhs.org
mailto:tjsmith@mvlhs.org
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
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January Menu 2020 

Training students for Christian lives 

    1 2 3 

  
Salad Bar Available 

Every Day 
  

Milk Included With 
Each Meal 

  
  
  

NO SCHOOL 

  
 New Year’s Day 

  
NO SCHOOL 

  
  
  

NO SCHOOL 

  
  
  

NO SCHOOL 
  
  

6 7 8 9 10 

Pepperoni, Cheese, 
or Sausage, Pizza, 

Peas, Peaches, 
Fresh Veggies, Fruit 

Sweet & Sour  
Chicken, Rice, 

Broccoli, Bread Slice, 
Pineapple, Fresh 
Veggies & Fruit 

  

Tater Tot Hotdish, 
corn, Bread Slices, 

Applesauce, 
Fresh Veggies & fruit 

Chicken & Gravy, 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Bread Slices, Green 
Beans, Pears, Fresh 
Fruit and Veggies 

 Chicken Fajitas, 
black beans, Tortilla 
Chips, mixed fruit, 

Fresh fruit & veggies 

13 14 15 16 17 

Chicken Strips, 
 Bread Slices, 

Au Gratin Potatoes, 
Broccoli, Peaches, 
Fresh Vegetables, 

Salad and Fruit 

Pulled Pork on a bun, 
Baked Beans, Pineap-
ple, Fresh fruit, vege-

tables and salad. 

Beef Stroganoff, 
Bread Slice, Corn 

Applesauce, Fresh 
Vegetables, Salad 

and Fruit 

Sloppy Joes on a bun, 
Potato Wedges, 

 Peas, Pears, Fresh 
Vegetables, Salad 

and Fruit 

Tacos, Tortilla Chips,  
Refried beans, Mixed 
fruit, Fresh Veggies 

and Fruit 

20 21 22 23 24 

  
NO SCHOOL 

Corn Dog, Baked 
Beans, Coleslaw, 

Peaches, 
Fresh Veggies & Fruit 

Meatballs, Mashed 
Potatoes,  

Bread Slices, Green 
Beans, Pears, Fresh 
Vegetables, Salad 

and Fruit 

Hamburgers, 
Curly Fries, Broccoli, 

Applesauce, 
Fresh Veggies & Fruit 

Beef Haystax with 
fixings, 

Refried/Black Beans 
Mixed Fruit, Fresh 

Veggies & Fruit 

27 28 29 30   

Chicken Patty on a 
bun, Peas, 

Peaches, Fresh  
Veggies & Fruit 

Beef Stir-Fry, Rice, 
Bread Slice, 

Stir Fry Veggies, 
Mandarin Oranges, 

Fresh Veggies & Fruit 

Chicken Fajitas, 
Tortilla Chips, 

Corn, Applesauce, 
Fresh Veggies & Fruit 

  

Hot Dogs, 
Apple Crisp, 

Baked Beans, Pears, 
Fresh Veggies & Fruit 

  
Menu Subject to 

Change 

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400  
Independence Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 or (202)720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer  
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January 2020 

Training students for Christian lives 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

      GBB @ Madelia  
 4:30, 5:45, 7:00 p.m. 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

  Classes Resume 
 2 Hour Late Start 
 Faculty Meeting 
7:30 a.m. 

 BBB v Cathedral  
  4:45, 7:30 p.m. 
 GBB v Cathedral  
  6 p.m. 

 Chargaliers  
  7:15 a.m. 
 CBBB @ Cathedral 
  5 p.m. 
 CGBB @ Cathedral  
  6:15 p.m. 
 
 

 KB Practice  
  7:15 a.m. 

 NHS 7:30 a.m. 
 

 Jazz 7:15 a.m. 
 Student Council  
  12 p.m. 
 GC - Seniors  
  12 p.m. 
 GBB v Springfield  
  6, 7 p.m. 
 BBB @ Springfield  
   4:45, 6, 7 p.m. 
 
 

 Winter Formal 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

  Math Team @  
  St Peter 
 GBB @ GHEC-
Truman  

  4:30, 5:45, 7:15 p.m. 
 Board of Directors 
6:30 p.m. 

 

 Chargaliers  
  7:15 a.m. 
 GBB @ CMC  
  6, 7:30 p.m. 
 BBB v CMC  
  6, 7:30 p.m. 
 

 KB Practice  
  7:15 a.m. 
 

 Chargaliers  
  7:15 a.m. 
 CBBB v St Clair  
  4:45 p.m. 
 BBB @ Wabasso  
  6, 7:30 p.m. 
 

 Jazz 7:15 a.m. 
 Student Council  
  12 p.m. 
 GC - Juniors 12 p.m. 
 GBB v Wabasso  
  4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m. 
 

 Snowfest 
    

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

  No School 
 KB @ MVL 
 VGBB v Cleveland  
  6 p.m. 

 Chargaliers  
  7:15 a.m. 
 CGBB v LCWM  
  4:45 p.m. 
 GBB v Sleepy Eye 
  6, 7:30 p.m. 
 BBB @ Sleepy Eye 
  6, 7:30 p.m. 

 KB Practice  
  7:15 a.m. 

 Chargaliers 7:15 
a.m. 

 CGBB v GHEC-  
Martin Luther 

  4:45 p.m. 
 GBB v GFW                         
6, 7:30 p.m. 

 BBB @ GFW 
  4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m. 
. 
 

 Jazz 7:15 a.m. 
 Student Council  
  12 p.m. 
 GC - Sophomores  
  12 p.m. 
 BBB @ St. Clair  
  4:30, 5:45, 7:15 p.m. 
 

 StuCo Volleyball 
Tourny 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

   Chargaliers  
  7:15 a.m. 
 GBB v BLHS  
  6, 7:30 p.m. 
 BBB @ BLHS  
  6, 7:30 p.m. 
 

 KB Practice  
  7:15 a.m. 
 Test Results Night 
(PSAT) 

   9th & 10th 6 p.m. 
   11th 7 p.m. 

 Chargaliers  
  7:15 a.m. 
 BBB v Sleepy Eye 
  6, 7:30 p.m. 
 GBB @ Sleepy Eye                   
6, 7:30 p.m. 

 3rd Quarter Mid-
term 

 Jazz 7:15 a.m. 
 Student Council  
  12 p.m. 
 GC - Freshmen  
  12 p.m. 
 CGBB v Nicollet  
  4:45 p.m. 
 GBB v SESM  
  6, 7:30 p.m. 
 BBB @ SESM  
  6, 7:30 p.m. 

 


