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To receive HiLites by mail or to change  
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Kristin Matzke, 507.233.8662 or 
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Minnesota Valley Lutheran  
High School uses God’s Word  
in a Christ-centered education  
to assist families in training  
students for Christian lives on 
earth and for eternity.  
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Samuel was the judge over  
Israel at the time. Samuel had 
just instructed the Israelites  
to get rid of their idols and  
look to Jehovah as their God. 
The old nemesis of the  
Israelites, the Philistines,  
were preparing to attack the 
Israelites who had assembled 
at Mizpah. Miraculously, the 
Lord delivered the Israelites 
from their enemies. We’re told 
then, in 1 Samuel 7:12: 

Then Samuel took a stone  
and set it up between Mizpah 
and Shen. He named it 
Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far  
the LORD has helped us.”  

Can’t we say the same about 
Minnesota Valley Lutheran 
High School: “Thus far the 
LORD has helped us”? During 
its forty-year history, it is likely 
that there were many times 
when MVL was faced with  
challenges and really had to 
wrestle with issues.  

In reading part of MVL’s  
history, one can find that  
there were serious  
questions in 1985-86 about 
MVL’s ability to remain open, 
due to financial issues. Ten 
years ago, the school faced  
a $1.8 million debt and a  
declining enrollment. It’s likely 

there were other challenging 
times in the school’s history.  
Yet, one can always look back 
on the challenging times as 
well as the times of joy and say, 
“The LORD has helped us.” 
 
What will the next forty years 
bring to this school and its  
ministry? Will there be  
challenges? Absolutely! Will 
there be times of joy and  
blessing? We hope so. Yet, 
through it all – the forty years 
to date and the unknown  
future of this ministry – we  
can remain confident that our 
gracious heavenly Father will 

bless the work of this school,  
as He has done in the past. Like 
Samuel, we can confidently  
say, “Thus far the LORD has 
helped us.”  

Pray that God continues to  
provide MVL with faithful and 
dedicated faculty and staff  
who are committed to the  
mission of this school:  
“Training students for Christian 
lives on earth and for eternity.”  

May God continue to bless 
our efforts! 

Tim Plath 

MVLHS Principal 

Help from the LORD 

“Thus far the LORD 

has helped us.” 
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God’s Blessings to the 
Class of 2019 

Beth Albrecht 
Concordia University  

St. Paul 

Lexi Fischer 
Martin Luther 

College 

Sara Bode 
Minnesota State 

University - Mankato 

Eloise Apitz 
Gap Year 

Ridgley Fluegge 
Electrician at 

Isenberg Electric 

Pearson Brown 
College 

Mary Beussman 
Workforce 

Macy Freyholtz 
College for Creative 
Studies - Detroit, MI 

Stephanie Dalueg 
Martin Luther  

College 

Andrew Black 
College 

Rebekah Hartwig 
Professional Ballet 

Stephanie Dose 
University of MN - 

Twin Cities 

Greta Bloedel 
Bethany Lutheran 

College 

Mackenzie Helget 
Minnesota State 

University - Mankato 

Brianna Fenske 
University of WI - 

River Falls 

Fifty-three seniors received their high school diplomas on Sunday, May 26. More than 2,000 students have now 
graduated from Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School over the last 40 school years. 

The Class of 2019 selected John 14:27 as their class verse: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.“  What a wonderful  
reminder of God's love and care as they enter the next stages of their lives! 
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Dylan Holtmeier 
Concordia University  

St. Paul 

Elizabeth Kassuelke 
Martin Luther 

College 

Jake Kettner 
University of Sioux 
Falls - South Dakota 

Bryan Kos 
Air Force/Minnesota 

State University 

Edward Kowalke 
Undecided 

Benjamin Kramer 
Bethany Lutheran 

College 

Kexin Pei 
University of WA - 

Seattle 

Matthew Munsen 
Minnesota State 

University - Mankato 

Adam Lowrey 
Bethany Lutheran 

College 

Grace Peterson 
Iowa State 
University 

Samuel Muske 
Martin Luther 

College 

Elizabeth Marzinske 
Buena Vista 
University 

Josiah Plocher 
Alexandria Technical 

College 

Austin Olsen 
South Dakota State 

University 

Hannah Marzinske 
Buena Vista 
University 

Nicole Porter 
Martin Luther 

College 

Mizha Overn 
Bethany Lutheran 

College 

Marshall Mohror 
Milwaukee School 

of Engineering 

Robert Rauh 
University of Sioux 
Falls - South Dakota 

Lauren Paulsen 
Gustavus Adolphus 

College 
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Owen Rich 
Air Force 

Payton Richtsmeier 
Bethany Lutheran 

College 

Abigail Riesgraf 
South Dakota State 

University 

Micah Roux 
South Dakota State 

University 

Rachel Ruschmeyer 
University of MN -  

Duluth 

Sonja Rygh 
South Dakota State 

University 

Franklin Selvey 
Bethany Lutheran 

College 

Luke Sandgren 
Central Lakes 

College 

Derek Weisensel 
Farming 

Johanna Stelljes 
University of  
North Dakota 

Christina Santelman 
Undecided 

Joseph Wessel 
Martin Luther 

College 

Nicole Tessmer 
Wisconsin Lutheran 

College 

Connor Schaper 
University of MN - 

Twin Cities 

Daria Witte 
Wheaton College - 

Illinois 

Elizabeth Trebelhorn 
North Dakota State 

University 

Ethan Schoof 
University of MN - 

Duluth 

Avery Weisensel 
South Dakota State 

University 
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MVL revealed and cultivated my Christian faith. Some of my lifelong friends were made there. 

MVL was a blessing from the start. When the  
decision was made to close MLA, many of us did  
not have a high school to look towards. We had  
always thought MLA would be our high school 
home. But a very strong group of people began 
meeting and planning, and MVL was formed. I 
was part of the class of 1983 and was blessed  
beyond my understanding by all the opportunities 
I was offered. Forty years later MVL continues to 
bless families, including our own as our four sons 
all graduated from MVL with an education that 
suited their varied interests perfectly. Thank you 
MVL for your years of shaping and teaching so 
many young adults. Prayers for many more years 
of Christian education ahead.  

Reflections on 
of MVL 

Our first child entered MVL the fall of 1985 and the last one graduated in May 2007. 
Four of those years we had three children at MVL at one time. If we had to do it over, 
would we? Oh, yes, we would. There is no question about that. Looking back, we view 

the MVL tuition as the best money we ever spent.  

Nearly three decades have passed 
since I first walked the halls of 

MVL as a student. I remember so 
much laughter, so much joy.  
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We had great teachers who taught us a lot of life lessons. I remember learning the Matins service at MVL. 
Some of us were not crazy about it at the time, but I think we all learned to love it. I still do. I had a great 
education at MVL and still “brag” about my fours years of Latin. I’m proud to tell anyone I was in the third 
graduating class! Go Chargers! 

It’s amazing to me how many friends I’ve made with alumni who graduated years after  
I did. Meeting at games or events, making a connection and being blessed with  

lifelong Christian friends. Traveling the country in an MVL sweatshirt and having  
a random person in Arizona say their grandchild went or goes to MVL! Priceless!  

MVL was a blessing because we had teachers and coaches who demanded (and got) the 
best from us. It was so fun to be able to sing in choir with the same kids you battled on 
the basketball court and the same kids you studied pre-calc with. The energy and school 
spirit was and still is amazing! So much fun to still be part of that same tight-knit family! 

I started attending MVL in January 1982 as a junior having transferred from another school. I was 
very impressed with Mr. Jerome P. Birkholz, the principal. He made it a point to ensure that I was 

welcomed and that I fit in, which I believe I did, thanks to my classmates and the entire faculty.  

Bringing my daughter to school this  
past fall brought back many great  

memories, and I’m excited for her as she  
creates her own MVL memories. I know the  

value MVL offers academically and,  
more importantly, spiritually.  

I’m so thankful my daughter (and someday  
her siblings) will be able to benefit in this way, 

just like I did all those years ago. 
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At the 2019 graduation service, 
the original board members were 
recognized for their vision and 
dedication to Christian secondary 
education in southern Minnesota. 

Three were able to be at the  
service, as pictured: Mr. Robin 
Kramer and his wife, Carol;  
Mr. Gene Rodewald and his wife, 
LaDonna; and Mr. Robert  
Hinnenthal and his wife, Liz. 

Bob Hinnenthal reflected, “As I sat 
on the stage with Principal Jerome 
Birkholz at MVL’s first graduation, 
I admit I was not thinking 38 years 
into the future. Yet, I did  
contemplate God’s wonderful 
blessings on those early MVL years 
as that first class sat before us. 
Now, over 2,000 graduates later,  
I continue to be amazed at the 
blessings God showers on those 
who seek Christian education.” 

Carol Kramer shared, “What a  
blessing from God to watch a  
bare field blossom into a place  

of learning God's Word, making 
Christian friends, and having fun 
together for 40 years!” 

Robin Kramer added, “Helping to 
start and build a Lutheran high 
school has been a humbling  
experience. I remember standing 
in a field (now the parking lot) 
with Jerome Birkholz simultane-
ously looking at each other and 
saying ‘This is it!’ It is gratifying to 
see former students taking up the 
reins to lead and move MVL  
forward. To God be the glory!” 

Other members of the first board 
were Rev. Lloyd Hahnke, Mr. Gene 
Slettedahl, Mr. Herb Berg,  
Rev. James Schmidt, Rev. Ralph 
Polzin, Mr. Harold Runke,  
Mr. Frederick Blauert, Mr. Stuart 
Steffen, Mr. Martin Rost,  
Mr. Wayne Fluegge, Mr. Roland 
Pederson, and Mr. Lester Enter. 

We thank God for these men and 
their families for being the first 
members of the MVL Family! 

MVL’s First  
Board of Directors 

“It is our firm conviction that an area Lutheran high school is both desirable and necessary in order that our youth 

may continue to grow in the knowledge of Holy Scripture for their strengthening in faith and ultimate salvation.

Furthermore, it is also our conviction that since 

all education must be pursued under the guidance and influence of God

Statement of Purpose prepared by the Area High School Exploratory Committee, 1978

Groundbreaking Ceremony, Oct. 12, 1980 
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Back, to the Future, 
and Beyond 
I remember it well. I wasn’t 
thrilled about spending my  
sophomore and junior years  
of high school in a grade  
school building. Oh, I know,  
we had the “annex” building to 
retreat to. Truth be told, I was  
less than excited with the idea  
of attending the brand new  
MVL back in the day. 

But, even with my hesitation, 
there were some pretty cool  
benefits. We knew every other  
student very well. We were  
almost like a big family. We  
picked the school mascot, chose 
the school song, and yes, if you 
dislike the school colors, there  
are about 40 of us to blame. Fun 
stuff, and not something most  
students get to participate in.  

I, along with a handful of  
classmates, walked through the 
doors of a brand new school 
building for our senior year. Quite 
a blessing if I do say so myself! 

Fast forward 40 years. I’ve seen 
two siblings and four children go 
in and out the doors of MVL. I 
hope to see my grandchildren do 
the same. 

The blessings at MVL, from an  
educational stance, are  
remarkable. Highly trained  
teachers offer a curriculum that 
challenges and trains even the 
brightest minds.  

More importantly, since its  
inception, MVL has been focused 
on one key thing. “Train a child  
in the way he should go, and  
when he is old, he will not turn 
from it” (Proverbs 22:4). 

At MVL, God’s message is  
intertwined in every class. There is 
daily worship in chapel. Christian 
love and support flow from one 
end of the building to the other. 
Students establish friendships that 
will last through their earthly lives 
and into eternity! 

Forty wonderful years of Christian 
blessings showered down on us! 
Praise the Lord! We look to the 
future with enthusiasm, praying 
for 40 more! 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good; His love endures forever!”  
(1 Chronicles 15:34). 

Deborah (Koestler) Kuck 

MVL Financial Secretary 

It is our firm conviction that an area Lutheran high school is both desirable and necessary in order that our youth 

may continue to grow in the knowledge of Holy Scripture for their strengthening in faith and ultimate salvation. 

Furthermore, it is also our conviction that since ‘the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,’  

all education must be pursued under the guidance and influence of God’s Holy Word.” 
 

Statement of Purpose prepared by the Area High School Exploratory Committee, 1978 

Deb’s son and MVL alumnus Josh Kuck 
with his daughter, Addison, at MVL’s 
Tiaras & Ties dance in 2018 
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Part of the Great Commission  
in Matthew 28 includes the  
command to teach God’s Word.  

For many, one of the greatest  
opportunities to fulfill this mission 
is to teach the children the Lord 
has blessed them with the saving 
message of the Bible. This does 
not require formal Christian  
education, but our Lutheran  
grade schools and high schools 
are powerful tools for parents as 
they raise the next generation of 
God’s children.  

My wife, Danielle (MVL ‘03), and I 
were both raised in Christian 
homes and educated in Lutheran 
schools. As adults, we now  
recognize the solid spiritual  
foundation we were provided 
through that upbringing and 
strongly desire to do the same for 
our children. 

For two of our boys, St. Paul’s  
Lutheran School in New Ulm is  
the third Christian school they 
have attended. Despite the  
multiple moves and variety of 
school environments, the constant 
in their education at home and in 
school has been God’s Word. 

We find peace and confidence in 
Jesus’ promise at the end of the 
Great Commission in Matthew 
28:20, “And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the 
age.” This means no parent is 
alone in training their children for 
Christian lives, especially where 
Christian schools are available.  

We are thankful for all of the 
teachers that have shared their 
wisdom and the love of Christ with 
our children and look forward  
to the opportunities they will  
have in the future to grow in  

grace and knowledge in our  
Lutheran schools. 

MVL has been assisting families  
in training students for Christian 
lives on earth and for eternity  
for 40 years. Please continue  
to pray for and support this  
school ministry that has now 
touched the lives of more than 
2,000 graduates. 

Fulfilling the 
Great Commission 

Memorial & Honorary Gifts 
The following memorial gifts were received April 1 - June 30, 2019. 
Unless otherwise designated by the donor, these types of gifts to 
MVL are invested in the General Fund Endowment, which accrues 
earnings that are used for the operating budget. 

Roger Kastens $   10.00 

Donna Mae Kollmann $   35.00 

Amanda Madson $   10.00 

Ed Meyer $   35.00 

Edgar Poehler $ 100.00 

Valera Reinke $   30.00 

Ralph Rieger $   10.00 

Norma Sieh $   20.00 

Owen Swenson $   10.00 

Ardis Wills $   20.00 

Joel Albrecht $1,005.00 

Allen & Beverly Affolter $ 150.00 

Joan Apitz $   25.00 

Walter & Elviera Becker $   10.00 

John & Olga Bentz $   10.00 

Fritz Blauert $   45.00 

Wilmer Boeder $   15.00 

Elsert Buerkle $   25.00 

Donald Dewanz $   25.00 

James Johnson $   45.00 

In memory of 

Allen & Beverly Affolter $   80.00 

Jerry Birkholz $ 100.00 

Kurt & Ruth Eggert $   80.00 

Otto & Alda Uher $   40.00 

Howard Wessel $   40.00 

In honor of 

MVL Class of 2019 $   40.00 

Jennifer Uher’s  
ministry anniversary $   40.00 

The following “$40 for 40”  
anniversary memorial and  
honorary gifts were received   
April 1 - June 30, 2019.  

Phil Scriver 

Mission Advancement Director 
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10 Reasons to Support MVL 

MVL ASSOCIATION 
CHURCHES 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Arlington, Minnesota 

Courtland Lutheran Church 
Courtland, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Fairfax, Minnesota 

Norwegian Grove Lutheran Church 
Gaylord, Minnesota  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Gibbon, Minnesota 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Morgan, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Nicollet, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

Peace Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

St. John Lutheran Church 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
St. James, Minnesota  

Norseland Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota  

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Sanborn, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Winthrop, Minnesota 

At the Spirit of MVL Gala  
in November, Grant (‘04),  
Greg (‘07), and Galen (‘10) 
Holzhueter shared their high 
school experiences and how a 
Christ-centered education at 
MVL has continued to shape 
their lives. Below are their top 
ten reasons to support MVL.  

#10 School Spirit 
Pride in our school—what it teaches, and what it stands for—
is evident. 

#9 Role Modeling 
As a grade school student, I couldn’t imagine a better group 
of young people to model myself after. 

#8 Mistakes Made & Lessons Learned 
Mistakes are handled with the application of Law and Gospel. 

#7 Memorable Experiences 
We all created unique memories and traditions with our MVL 
friends during our high school years. 

#6 Sports 
We were taught to use our gifts to the honor of God. 

#5 Well-Rounded Education 
The curriculum helps students step outside their comfort 
zone and get a well-rounded education. 

#4 Lasting Friendships 
My closest friends now are my high school friends. 

#3 Teachers 
The teachers had innovative ways of teaching someone who 
didn’t get it right away. They took the time to make sure we 
were learning. 

#2 Parental Involvement & Support 
Late nights, long drives, the financial investment, volunteer 
hours... The time parents spent serving the students and  
bettering their experiences is impactful. 

#1 One Common Thread 
For 40 years, one common thread runs through every MVL 
student’s story: it is all connected to THE story that God  
wanted us to hear. It’s impactful for the present time in  
students’ lives at MVL and ultimately for their entire lives. 
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Homecoming 
All alumni are encouraged to  
save the date for Homecoming 
weekend on October 4-5! Free  
admission to cheer on the 
Chargers at the football game, 
free post-game social at the  
New Ulm Community Center,  
and the third annual MVL Golf  
Extravaganza at Minneopa Golf 
Club. Invitations will be mailed  
out in September! 

Class of 1994 
Angie Hermel, Sue (Mueller) 
Hamen, and Dan Doehling are  
excitedly planning the 25th  
anniversary for the Class of 1994. 
More details for the reunion on 
August 17 can be found by  
contacting them or visiting 
mvl.org/alumni. 

Class of 1999 
MVL welcomed home the Class of 
1999 on June 8. They took a tour 
of campus and enjoyed a night out 
together at Jake’s Stadium Pizza. 
Pictured are Katie (Holmen) Gag, 
Jill (Schmidt) Embacher, Emily 
(Hunter) Ahlbrecht, Miriam 
(Wendland) Rupprecht, Megan 
(Czer) Schable, Jared Gohr, Rachel 
(Guthmiller) Duvall, Rachel 
(Gosdeck) Boerner, Laura 
(Hinnenthal) Crabtree, Angela 
(Zuleger) Glaeske, Amanda (Fahey) 
Stahl, Sarah Moeri, Aaron Asleson, 
Justin Shult, and Wayne Boerner. 

 

Alumni Reunions 

Get connected! 

mvl.org/alumni 

facebook.com/groups/MVLAlumniAssociation 




