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Activities at MVL 

Just how important are school 
activities at the high school  
level? Are activities necessary 
for high school students? Are 
the activities promoted at  
Minnesota Valley Lutheran 
High School in keeping with  
the school’s mission? How  
does MVL deal with the time 
conflicts students may have 
when getting involved in more 
than one activity? 

Like many topics, both  
opponents and proponents  
of high school activities have 
their opinions and likely even  

research to back it up. For  
the purpose of this article,  
I prefer to use my own  
experiences as a teacher, 
coach, music director and 
school administrator over 
twenty-five years as a guide  
for what I’ve learned over  
the years. 

Our students who are involved 
in academic teams, musical 
groups, drama, or athletics 
have all learned how to balance 
their academic responsibilities 
with their participation in these 
groups. Perhaps it’s doing 
homework on the bus or at the 
event itself. It may mean some 
late nights to get that paper 
written or to study for a test.  
They’re learning how to  

manage their time – an  
important skill as an adult  
and/or parent, correct? 

These young people meet new 
friends when participating in 
various activities. They learn a 
sense of commitment to the 
team(s). New skills in those  
activities are learned, including 
the hard lesson of not always 
“being the best” in an activity.  
They learn how to react (and 
not react) in stressful  
situations. Most of all, they 
may discover talents that they 
never thought they possessed.  

Isn’t all of that part of “training 
students for Christian lives”? 
I think about the positive  
reactions I received and  
comments I heard about our 
students at the recent  
basketball playoff games. Our 
students who are participating 
in these activities as a player or 
spectator have the wonderful 
opportunity to let their light 
shine. And they did! 

Are activities important at  
MVL? As an administrator, 
teacher, coach, and parent,  
the answer is a resounding 
“Yes!” May God continue to 
bless MVL in the academic  
and the co-curricular arenas! 

“They have the wonderful opportunity 

to let their light shine!” 
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Active in Christ 

As I have been introduced to MVL 
over the last few months, I have 
run across many facts and figures 
that describe aspects of the school 
or attempt to measure the success 
that God has granted this  
organization. One of these  
statistics captured my attention 
immediately: more than 90% of 
MVL students participate in school 
activities outside of class time. 
 
In my short time here, I have  
witnessed MVL students  
showcasing auction items for the 
Spirit of MVL Gala in front of a 
large group of supporters. I’ve 
watched basketball players give it 
their all on the court on Friday, 
lovingly coach young kids on  
Saturday morning, and then  
proclaim God’s praises in our 
choir on Sunday. A young  
Christian leader shared God’s 
Word with faculty, students, and 
staff during a student-led chapel.  
I witnessed a large group inducted 
into National Honor Society. 

The dedication of our students has 
led to a lot of success for MVL  
athletic, fine arts, academic, and 
leadership teams. This is on top of 
our student body regularly  
exceeding national and state  
academic norms. Glorifying God 
with their talents is regular  
practice for MVL students. 
 
What drives this type of active  
participation? At the heart of it, 
our students are living actively 
Christian lives because they are 
immersed in a school culture built 
on the living and active Word of 
our living and active God.  
 
We are encouraged in Hebrews 
10:24 to “spur one another on  
toward love and good deeds.”  
The drive of today’s students to 
serve their Lord to the best of 
their abilities is not something 
new to MVL. They are following 
a path paved by parents,  
grandparents, congregation  
 

members, and friends of MVL  
over the last 40 years. Motivated 
by the love of Christ, hundreds of  
supporters give of their time,  
talents, and treasures to make  
this ministry possible, and this  
is clearly rubbing off on the  
next generation. 

Family and friends of MVL, please 
continue your generous support 
and pray that the Lord will allow 
this active ministry to continue 
long into the future. 

Faithful Financial Fulfillment 

A “Faithful Financial Fulfillment” 
seminar is being held on Sunday, 
May 19 at 3:30 P.M. in the lower 
level of Martin Luther College’s 
Chapel of the Christ. 

Learn how proper gift planning 
allows you to provide for loved 
ones, and provide for ministries 
that are near to your heart. 

This complimentary seminar  
includes sessions with experts 
and a meal. 

Please register by May 15 to  
Val Holzhueter, valh@mvlhs.org 
or 507.233.8692. 

Phil Scriver 

Mission Advancement Director 
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MVL Drama Presents 
Bye Bye Birdie 
The MVL Drama Department is 
thrilled to announce its spring 
play will be a musical! 

Bye, Bye, Birdie is the story of 
Conrad Birdie, a rock ‘n’ roll  
sensation and teen idol who is 
drafted into the Army. 

Three performances will be held 
in the MVL gymnasium: 

May 3 at 7:00 P.M. 
May 4 at 7:00 P.M. 
May 5 at 2:00 P.M. 

Tickets are $7 for adults and  
$4 for youths. 

MVL Chapter 
of National Honor Society 
National Honor Society is a service 
organization that recognizes  
accomplishments of students in 
scholastics, leadership, service, 
and citizenship (character).  

Students with a cumulative  
3.5 GPA or higher in the junior and 
senior classes are given the  
opportunity to provide additional 
information to a faculty  
committee for possible selection. 

The MVL Chapter began with a 
charter granted in 2001. The first 
induction was held in spring 2002. 
In the years of its existence, the 
group has been very active,  
finding projects to benefit the MVL 
Association, area communities, 
and even the nation. 

From Grandparents’ Days to 
Spring Registration, NHS students 
are also regularly on hand to serve 
their school. The group’s faculty 
advisor is Jeff Koepsell. 

In February, twenty-two students 
were inducted into National Honor  
Society. The guest speaker for the 
event was Dr. Robert Klindworth, 
former principal of MVL. 

The following students were 
inducted, pictured above: 

(front row) Mara Weisensel, Ari 
Selvey, Lauren Schauer, William 
Sanders, Madeleine Pearson, 

(second row) Emma Nelson,  
Abigail Nelson, Spencer Marth, 
Jace Marotz, Maida Jaspersen, 

(third row)  Anthony Hulke,  
David Huang, Haley Herfendal,  
Theodore Giefer, Lexi Fosburgh, 
Trent Fluegge, 

(back row) Phillip Black, Sonya 
Bonnett, Colton Collum, Mason 
Cox, Kincaid Diersen, Julia Flitter. 
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Co-curricular 
Achievements & Aspirations 

MVL students and their coaches 
have the opportunity to use their 
God-given talents outside of the 
classroom throughout the year. 

Activities Director Craig Morgan 
said, “It is my goal and prayer that 
each student at MVL participates  
in at least one of our twenty-four  
co-curricular activities in their  
four-year career. Co-curriculars 
help students put into practice  
the lessons they learn in class: 
evangelism, citizenship,  
leadership, cooperation,  
preparation, determination,  
dedication, and teamwork.” 

Below are just a few of the  
many highlights, achievements, 
and aspirations of 2018-19. 

Volleyball coach Amy Pearson (‘93) 
shared, “A major highlight of the  
season was winning the BEA  
tournament with a perfect 6-0 
showing. Individual highlights  
include senior Hannah Marzinske 
topping the all-time dig record at 
737 and junior Maddie Pearson 
reaching 1000 set assists. ” 

The varsity boys’ basketball team 
won the Section 2A North  
Subsection finals. They played  
well at Section finals, but lost to  
Springfield. Coach Craig Morgan 
commented, “We enjoyed one of 
the best seasons in recent  
history. This team practiced  
together, played together,  

traveled together, prayed  
together, laughed together and 
enjoyed a great season together. 
Together was the theme for our 
season, and everything we  
accomplished we did together.” 

The Math Team, coached by  
Bradley Nehls, won the state title 
in Class A at the Minnesota State 
High School Mathematics League 
State Tournament in March.  
The team also earned the  
maximum possible points in the 
tournament’s team round. 

The 2019 Tomahawk Conference 
Knowledge Bowl meet was held  
in February. Four MVL teams 
placed in the top five, including 
winning the championship.  
MVL’s conference win is its 13th 
consecutive championship. Two 
MVL Knowledge Bowl teams have  
advanced to the state meet and 
will compete on April 10-11. 

During the speech season, MVL 
students’ presentations cover a 
wide range of topics, but the  
common theme is sharing a  
message with others. Practicing 
these speaking skills is preparing 
them for sharing the best message 
of all – the Good News about their 
Savior! Senior Elizabeth Kassuelke 
said, “Speech has turned me into 
the leader I never knew I could be. 
Having confidence in your public 
speaking ability is a huge asset 
and an important life skill. Yes, 
important enough to give up a few 

Saturdays. Oftentimes you walk 
into a round knowing you’re the 
only person there that believes in 
Christ, and in the category I  
compete in, their pieces will make 
that clear. It can be daunting, but 
our whole team is so good at  
letting our light shine and  
representing our faith through our 
actions. Getting the opportunity to 
share the gospel and represent 
Christ now is a huge blessing, but 
beyond that, speech has given me 
the experience and confidence to  
continue to do so in the future.“ 

At the state conference of the  
Minnesota Interscholastic  
Athletic Administrators  
Association’s awards banquet, 
Craig Morgan received Section 2A 
AD of the Year.  

Thank you to all of our coaches  
for your time and work in carrying 
out  MVL’s mission to train  
students for Christian lives! 
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MVL’s 40th school year continues 
to be a mindful reflection of  
the countless blessings God  
has bestowed on MVL and the 
MVL family. 

Anniversary t-shirts featuring the 
school theme logo and verse are 
still available for purchase, and 
they can be shipped. To order 
yours, contact Kristin Matzke at 
kmatzke@mvlhs.org. 

Students have recognized the  
anniversary through special  
treats, chapel, and fun events.  
The yearbook committee is even 
making the cover of the 2018-19 
Flashback a true flashback! 

Here on campus, students and 
visitors can take a glance at MVL’s 
history in the archive hall and  
special displays. 

In January, members of the  
1993-94 girls’ basketball team 
were welcomed back to campus 
for their 25th anniversary of going  
to State. They enjoyed reuniting, 
reminiscing, and seeing the  
current team in action. 

Ben Troge (‘96) was on campus for 
the WELS Choral Fest in November 

with students, including his 
daughter, from Divine Savior 
Academy in Doral, FL. They 
stopped for a moment in front of 
a mural by Jason Jaspersen (‘95). 
In the mural is Ben’s dad, Kurt 
Troge, who taught at MVL from 
1988-1996 and was taken to his 
heavenly home in 2004. 

Events, concerts, and games  
continue to highlight the  
anniversary. The “final” event will 
be the annual MVL Classic on  
July 8. For information about  
golfing or attending the evening 
wine tasting and live music event, 
visit mvl.org/golf-classic. 

This anniversary school year also 
brought significant generosity and 
a deeper sense of community as 
the MVL family rallied around  
“$40 for 40” - our goal of $40,000 
for the MVL Partnership Fund. 

By December, we had already  
exceeded that goal. The  
outpouring of gifts and support on 
Giving Tuesday and throughout 
the year have been overwhelming 
and humbling. We continue to be 
reminded that “the LORD has 
done great things for us, and we 
are filled with joy” (Psalm 126:3). 

$40 for 40 is also a wonderful  
time to honor or remember a 
classmate, teacher, student, or  
family member. The gift of  
Christian education—of hearing 
about the gift of grace and  
salvation—is without measure. 

40th Anniversary 
Updates 

In memory of 

Carol Affolter $   40.00 

Josephine Affolter $   40.00 

Gerhard Bauer $   40.00 

Richard Buss $   40.00 

Kurt & Ruth Eggert $ 120.00 

Don Fastenau $   25.00 

Theodore Hartwig $   40.00 

Ray & Velma Honeman $ 240.00 

Leon Otto $   25.00 

Vona Renz $ 100.00 

Otto & Alda Uher $   80.00 

Howard Wessel $   80.00 

Luetta Yotter $   40.00 

In honor of 

60th wedding anniversary of 
Jim & Lila Evers $   60.00 

David Gartner $   40.00 

Gretta Krier $   20.00 

40th wedding anniversary of  
Paul & Patti Lokken $   40.00 

Andy Longshore $   40.00 

Joe Longshore $   40.00 

Mark & Darci Matzke $   40.00 

Sarah Norway $   40.00 

Jennifer Uher $   40.00 

Wendland Family  
Alumni $ 200.00 

Dave & Kim  
Zimmerman Family $ 100.00 

The summer issue of HiLites will focus on MVL’s anniversary and history. We would love to include stories 
from alumni, parents, and supporters. If you have a memory or photo you would be able to contribute, 

please email Kristin Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org by June 1. 
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The following memorial and honorary gifts were received  
October 11, 2018 - March 31, 2019. The $40 for 40 memorial and 
honorary gifts to the left were also received during this time  
period. Unless otherwise designated by the donor, these types of 
gifts to MVL are invested in the General Fund Endowment, which 
accrues earnings that are used for the operating budget. 

Gretchen Shavlik $ 205.00 

Duane Shult $   20.00 

Joyce Stark $   20.00 

Robert Stoltz $   60.00 

Orvilla Swenson $ 623.50 

Colleen Ann Welper $   20.00 

Theresa Windschitl $ 200.00 

Arlene Wog $ 300.00 

Brad Wosmek $   50.00 

In honor of 

50th wedding anniversary of  
Ron & Sylvia Harper $ 250.00 

In memory of 

Margaret Annexstad $   50.00 

Dorothy Becker $ 765.00 

Walter & Elviera Becker $   60.00 

John & Olga Bentz $   60.00 

Grace Berg $   55.00 

Sharon Bruns $   30.00 

Alma Enter $ 295.00 

Elvira Ernst $   10.00 

Don Fastenau $   20.00 

Harold Fischer, David Fischer 
and Jeff Fischer $ 150.00 

Lester Geiger, Sr. $   25.00 

Dean Gutzke $   25.00 

Myron Hanson $   85.00 

Inez Hermel $   20.00 

Diane Hippert $ 920.00 

MyKayla Jensen $   10.00 

Donna Lowinske $ 255.00 

John Maas $   15.00 

Allan Osberg $   60.00 

Edgar Poehler $ 100.00 

A.L. Schmeling $   25.00 

 
Memorial & Honorary Gifts 

MVL ASSOCIATION 
CHURCHES 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Arlington, Minnesota 

Courtland Lutheran Church 
Courtland, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Fairfax, Minnesota 

Norwegian Grove Lutheran Church 
Gaylord, Minnesota  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Gibbon, Minnesota 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Morgan, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Nicollet, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

Peace Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

St. John Lutheran Church 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
St. James, Minnesota  

Norseland Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota  

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Sanborn, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Winthrop, Minnesota 

On the Cover 

Thank you to Ben Lundsten for capturing this moment (among 
many others) of our student cheering section at the Section 2A, 
North Subsection boys’ basketball finals game. It’s moments like 
these that remind us that MVL truly is a family! 
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There is a student at MVL who 
dreams of singing in a famous 
concert hall for hundreds of 
people. There is a student at MVL 
who dreams of watching their 
sacrifice-fly soar into left field to 
bring home the winning run in a 
college-level game. There is a 
student at MVL who dreams of 
being on the team of research 
scientists that finds the cure. 
You can help cultivate those 
dreams. All you need is a pair 
of jeans. 

This was the message for the  
reenvisioned annual Booster Club 
Auction: “Jeans & Dreams.” 

Event co-chair Angie Brau said, 
“These words came to mind:  
purposeful, embracing, and  
celebratory. Our committee 

worked to create an event where 
everyone in Charger Nation felt 
welcome to come out, celebrate 
this magnificent school, and raise 
funds for items needed at MVL!"  

The event saw many new  
features besides the denim attire. 
Jeans & Dreams was held on the 
evening of Saturday, March 23  
at Turner Hall in New Ulm. From  
a “buy it now” table to a “mystery 
box,” attendees were intrigued 
and excited. The classic silent  
auction and the live auction— 
led by Mages Auctioneers and  
National Honor Society students 
—were a success. 

Booster Club President David  
Bendix added, “We could not be 
any happier with how the event 
turned out! Everyone seemed to 

have had a great time, and it looks 
like we raised over $25,000.” 

Thank you to all who checked out 
the online auction, came to Turner 
Hall, and supported the dreams of 
MVL students. Extra thanks to the 
committee and volunteers for 
planning and executing this event! 

Jeans & Dreams: 
The New Booster Club Auction 


