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Tim Plath 

MVLHS Principal 

I have the privilege to meet 
with the grandparents of our 
students on Grandparents’ 
Days in the fall. Each time I 
meet with them, I thank them 
for the impact that they have 
had on their extended family. 
For a number of them, they 
sent their own children to 
Lutheran elementary school 
and Lutheran high school or 
prep school. Now, their  
children are sending their own 
children to Minnesota Valley 
Lutheran High School. 

We have seen a steady  
increase in the number of  
second-generation students 
enrolled at MVL. This year, we 
are so richly blessed to have  
20 freshmen who are  
second-generation students. 
That impact cannot be  
understated. The parents of 
those 20 freshmen, as well as 
all the parents of our students 
(and grandparents too!), see 
the value of Christian  
education at MVL. That  
Christ-filled education isn’t 
some feeble attempt to teach 
morals to our students.  
Rather, what MVL offers is an  
education that will prepare 
them for life on earth and  
an eternity in heaven. Our 
teachers share Law and Gospel 

with our students in their  
classes, their conversations, 
counseling sessions, and yes,  
in discipline situations, too. 
Our chapel devotions and  
religion classes focus on sin 
and grace and what Jesus has 
done for us as our Redeemer. 

Grandparents value and  
treasure the Christian  
education we provide. That is 
some of the most wonderful 
feedback we receive as the  
result of our Grandparents’ 
Days. The parents of our  

students, in turn, also value 
the Christian education. The  
earthly price tag may seem 
steep, but they put a greater 
value on their children’s  
Christian education. It is our 
hope and prayer, like the  
generations before them, our 
current students will realize 
and appreciate the sacrifices 
made for them by their parents 
and grandparents, see how 
they value Christian education 
and, in turn, someday provide 
Christian education for their 
own children. May God  
continue to bless all of us as  
we continue “training students 
for Christian lives on earth and 
for eternity”! 

Christian Education Valued 
Across the Generations 

“They put a greater value on the next 

generation’s Christian education.” 
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On the Cover: 
Second Generation at MVL 

In September, MVL welcomed 
back alumnus Mike Schwertfeger 
(‘89), owner of Lime Rock  
Photography, to capture photos 
of “A Day at MVL.” In preparation 
for this day, we realized we have  
20 second-generation students in 
the freshmen class alone, who are 
featured on the cover. 

Meanwhile, three 1990 alumni had 
been awaiting this school year for 
approximately 14 years. David 
Kock, Steve Rodewald, and Eric 
Woller are now MVL parents. Their 
daughters, Alisson Kock, Emma 
Rodewald, and Rylee Woller, will 
graduate in May 2022. Eric’s wife, 
Denice, captured the moment with 
the inset photo. 

Kristin Matzke, MVL Mission  
Advancement, asked these three 
alumni why they chose to send 
their daughters to MVL. The  
following are their responses. 

David Kock: “For as long as I can 
remember my father, Rodney, was 
passionate about Christ-centered 
education. It was the most  
important thing to him to  
know that his children and  
grandchildren would be able to sit 
daily at their Savior’s feet and 
grow in that common foundation 
with their classmates. It’s my  
prayer today that God continues 
to bless the MVL staff and student 
body (which now includes for the 
second time in history a Woller, a 
Rodewald, and a Kock).” 

Steve Rodewald: “Words cannot 
begin to describe how I feel about 
my daughter starting at MVL this 

year. MVL gave me a fantastic 
Christian education surrounded 
by lifelong friends who just  

happen to have daughters starting 
this year as well. I am and always 
will be proud to be a part of the 

MVL family!” 

Eric Woller: “Bringing my daughter 
to school brought back many great 
memories, and I’m excited for her 
as she starts creating her own MVL 
memories. I know the value MVL 
offers academically and, more 
importantly, spiritually. I’m so 
thankful my daughter (and  
someday her siblings) will be able 
to benefit in this way, just like I did 
all those years ago.” 

Top ACT Score 

This summer, Jonah Kramer  
took the ACT and earned the 
highest possible composite 
score of 36. He is currently a 
sophomore at MVL. 

On average, only one-tenth of 
one percent of students who 
take the ACT earn a top score. 

Jonah is the son of Peter (‘89) 
and Linda Kramer. The Kramers 
are members of Immanuel  
Lutheran Church in Gibbon. 

We are excited to see how Jonah 
continues to use the gifts God 
has given him! 
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Giving Tuesday 
$10,000 Matching Opportunity 

Mark your calendar now for 
Tuesday, November 27 to make 
a special contribution to MVL, and 
Thrivent will double your impact! 
Donations will be doubled up to 
$10,000 and all processing fees 
will be covered by Thrivent – 
meaning 100% of your gift will go 
right to the school!* 

MVL is one of two organizations in 
the Thrivent Member Network - 
Two Rivers Region that is eligible 
for this match. Thank you to those 
who voted for us! 

Voting was just the start. There are 
still many ways to get involved and 
make a difference for MVL. 

We are currently making plans for 
an Open House the evening of  
Tuesday, November 27. If you’re 
in the area (or want to make a 
special trip), please come out to 
campus. Tours, refreshments,  
entertainment, and a donation 
drop-off will be happening. 

If you can’t make it here 
physically, please support 
us digitally. You do not need to be 
in the Two Rivers Region for your 
donation to be matched! You can 
make an online donation that day 
at mvl.org or through InFaith’s 
website where Thrivent will cover 
the processing fee. 

Stayed tuned to mvl.org and our 
Facebook page for more details 
about the Open House, how to 
make an online gift, and the 
match in general. 

*Donations made on Giving  
Tuesday, November 27, will be 
matched until 11:59 P.M. CST or 
until the $10,000 match is met, 
whichever comes first. Thrivent,  
in partnership with InFaith  
Community Foundation, provides 
the opportunity to make online 
personal donations to the  
organizations you care about.  

New Director of 
Mission Advancement 

After an extensive interview 
process and much prayerful 
consideration, Phil Scriver has 
been hired as Director of 
Mission Advancement. Phil will 
start his work at MVL as of  
January 1, 2019. 

He has served our Lord as a  
Lutheran elementary school 
teacher and principal and also 
spent time with Friends of  

China. Most recently, Phil served 
as upper-grade teacher and  
principal at Christ Our Redeemer 
in Aurora, Colorado. 

Phil and wife, Danielle (Kramer, 
MVL '03), have been blessed with 
four sons. Please keep the 
Scrivers in your prayers as they 
transition to Minnesota and 
he begins his service at MVL.  
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Date: Saturday, November 17 
Place: Best Western Conference 
Center in New Ulm 
Time: Recognition Reception at 
4:00 P.M., Gala at 5:30 P.M. 

The Recognition Reception is a 
complimentary event. In honor of 
MVL’s 40th school year, all previous 
recipients of the Spirit of MVL 
award will be recognized and  
remembered for their faithful  
service to MVL and to their Lord. 

Attendees will be able to enjoy 
hors d’oeuvres and the  
opportunity to mingle with  
previous recipients. Additionally, 
Prof. Keith Wessel (’83)  will share 
a brief message. 

The sixth annual Spirit of MVL  
Gala promises to be another  
enjoyable event! The night  
includes dinner and a live auction, 
with high-quality handmade items, 
special experiences, and much 
more. The main focus of the  
evening, of course, is raising funds 
for upgraded technology and for 
the MVL Partnership Fund. 

Tickets are $50 per guest, or  
$300 for a table of eight. The  
first 40 alumni to buy a ticket can 
do so for $40 (one discounted  
ticket per alum). Contact Kristin 
Matzke at 507.233.8662 or 
kmatzke@mvlhs.org to purchase 
your ticket(s), or go online to 
mvl.org/spirit-of-mvl. 

 
Spirit of MVL 

Come be a part of this eventful evening of celebrating and supporting 

MVL’s mission of training students for Christian lives! 

2008 
Jerry Birkholz 
Les & Ardella Enter 
Becky Markgraf 
The original 45 students 

2009 
Jim Bauer 
Marvin & Loraine Henning 
Gene Rodewald 

2010 
Allan & Ellen Mueller 
Paul Willems 
Treasure Haus Founders 

2011 
Jim Hermanson 
Rev. Dan Kramer 
Warren & Rachel Krohn Family 

2012 
Jerry Bentz 
Pat Meyer 
Eric Woller 

2013 
Paul Holzhueter 
Dennis Jaspersen 
Lloyd Schauer 

2014 
Jan Fredrich 
Bob Hinnenthal 
Donna Luepke 

2015 
LeRoy & Caroline Black 
Kurt Troge 
St. Paul’s, New Ulm 

2016 
Bob Dittrich 
Kevin Hulke 
Mae Tacke 

2017 
Rev. Jon Enter 
Perry Meyer 
Mark & Vivian Smith 
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Homecoming this year was packed with activities for MVL Association grade school students, current MVL  
students, and MVL alumni and fans! We hope you enjoy this photo recap and are able to join us next year. 
Thanks to Mr. Ben Lundsten and his student photographers, including Eloise Apitz (‘19), Andrew Black (‘19), 
 and Bryan Kos (‘20). There truly is no place like MVL Homecoming! 

Mr. Heath Dobberpuhl with two  
aspiring Mr. Dobberpuhls on 
“Career Day”: Micah Roux (‘19)  
and Miss Nicole Lehman. 

The 1993 football team and  
coaches were recognized for their 
accomplishments and going to 
State 25 years ago. 

The 2018 Homecoming Court is 
Micah Roux, Payton Richtsmeier, 
Jake Kettner (king), Lauren Paulsen 
(queen), Franklin Selvey, Lexi  
Fischer, Dylan Holtmeier, Beth  
Albrecht, Connor Schaper,  
Brianna Fenske, Joseph Wessel,  
and Greta Bloedel. 

Kincaid Diersen (‘20) was joined  
by Jody (Stolte) Hunstad (‘91) and 
other pep band alumni. 

The traditional lighting of the bolt 
back at school after the game. 

The Chargers win! 

Past Homecoming kings and 
queens were invited back to help 
with coronation. Pictured are  
Bethel (Kuckhahn) Boeder (’86) and 
Deborah (Shilling) Peterson (‘93). 

At the post-game social, Steve 
Rodewald (‘90) was named  
Mr. 40th Anniversary and Susan 
(Mueller) Hamen (‘94) was 
crowned Ms. 40th Anniversary. 

Mr. Craig Morgan takes a selfie  
with his Golf Extravaganza team  
at Minneopa Golf Club. 

The MVL Foundation presents a 
check for $112,000 in tuition  
assistance for current students. 

 
Homecoming Photo Recap 
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In honor of 

50th wedding anniversary of  
Stuart & Dianne Pacl $   10.00 

The following memorial and honorary gifts were received  
July 11 -  October 10, 2018. Unless otherwise designated by the  
donor, these types of gifts to MVL are invested in the General Fund 
Endowment, which accrues earnings that are used for the 
operating budget. 

In memory of 

Walter & Elviera Becker $   60.00 

John & Olga Bentz $   60.00 

Mary Blank $   30.00 

Willard Bode $   80.00 

Dan Bonnett $   40.00 

Joyce Dallmann $   25.00 

Glenn Gieseke $ 145.00 

Dan Hacker $ 100.00

Kala Hannay $   65.00 

James Huhn $   90.00 

Gordon Johnson $   10.00 

Lois Kiecker $ 200.00 

Herbert Lokken $   50.00 

Marlys Rosenau $   25.00 

Leo Schugel $   10.00 

 
Memorial & Honorary Gifts 

MVL ASSOCIATION 
CHURCHES 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Arlington, Minnesota 

Courtland Lutheran Church 
Courtland, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Fairfax, Minnesota 

Norwegian Grove Lutheran Church 
Gaylord, Minnesota  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Gibbon, Minnesota 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Morgan, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Nicollet, Minnesota  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

Peace Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

St. John Lutheran Church 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
St. James, Minnesota  

Norseland Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota  

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Sanborn, Minnesota 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Winthrop, Minnesota 

“$40 for 40” Honorary Gifts 

$40 for 40 is the goal to raise $40,000 for the MVL Partnership 
Fund throughout our 40th school year. This is also a wonderful 
time to honor a classmate, teacher, student, or family member. 
The gift of Christian education—of hearing about the gift of grace 
and salvation—is without measure. Will you use the enclosed  
envelope and also join in this partnership? 

The following honorary gifts were received July 11 -  October 10. 

Grant Holzhueter    $   40.00 

Hudson Hoscheit    $ 400.00 

60th wedding anniversary of Dave & Von Martin $ 60.00

Installation at MVL of Jennifer Uher   $   40.00 
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WELS Choral Fest 
Hosted at MVL 

The mission of the WELS Choral 
Festival is to foster Christian  
fellowship among WELS high 
school students as they prepare, 
rehearse, and perform choral  
music, so that with one heart and 
voice they may glorify God. 

MVL is honored to be the host 
school for the 2018 WELS West 
Regional Choral Festival. 

The theme for this festival is 
“Grace, Mercy, and Peace.”  
Guest clinicians are MVL alumna 
Jodi Rowe (‘89) and former MVL 
teacher Jon Ziesemer.  

Eleven WELS high schools will be 
sending their choral students and 
directors for this special weekend, 
resulting in over 250 individuals 
on campus. The Chargaliers are 
particularly excited to share  
Minnesotan culture and cuisine 
with our visitors. 

MVL would not be able to host 
without our Association churches, 
families, and communities who 
have opened up their homes to 
these visiting students. 

Additionally, many volunteer 
hours have been spent planning 

and coordinating this weekend 
and many volunteers will be  
on hand over the weekend.  
Thank you! 

You are invited to campus for two 
concerts! The Pops Concert, with 
schools performing individually, 
will be Friday, Nov. 9, and the  
Sacred Concert, with joined choirs,  
will be Sunday, Nov. 11. 

MVL director, Jon Hermanson (‘00), 
added, “What a joy it is to share 
God’s gift of music with our  
brothers and sisters in Christ!  
Soli Deo Gloria!” 

Schedule of Events 
 
Friday, November 9 

 Student rehearsals, 8:30 A.M.—4:30 P.M. 

 Pops Concert, 7:00—9:00 P.M., in the MVL gymnasium 

Saturday, November 10 

 Student rehearsals, 9:00 A.M.—4:30 P.M. 

 Student activities, 6:30—9:00 P.M. 

Sunday, November 11 

 Students sing in host congregations for morning services 

 Sacred Concert, 2:00—3:30 P.M., in the MVL gymnasium 

Artwork by Jason Jaspersen (‘95) 




