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To receive HiLites by mail or to change  

your subscription, please contact 

Kristin Matzke, 507.233.8662 or 

kmatzke@mvlhs.org. 

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High 
School uses God’s Word in a 
Christ-centered education to assist 
families in training students for 
Christian lives on earth and  
for eternity.  
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DOES MY GIFT REALLY HELP? 
 

Which of these gifts given for MVL (or any other of our 

ministries) is most valuable?   

a. The $1 that comes from a small child; 

b. The $5 that an MVL student gives; 

c. $20 from a college student or recent college grad; and 

d. An estate worth hundreds of thousands or even millions. 
 

  What a blessing each of these gifts is

  to Minnesota Valley Lutheran High 

  School! The amount is not important. 

  Rather, the spirit of the gift, the love 

  for the Lord and for this school are 

  what really matter. Look at how our 

  Lord addressed giving in Mark 12: 
 

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put 

and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple  

treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.  
 

But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, 

worth only a few cents.  
 

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor 

widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.  
 

They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put 

in everything—all she had to live on.” 
 

Sometimes, the greatest gifts that our ministries receive are like 

those of the widow Jesus commended. They may come from the 

college student who doesn’t have much cash and has mounting 

student loans. But, that individual just wants to give back to the 

high school where he/she spent four very important years.  

Perhaps it’s the elementary school student who sees Mom and 

Dad making a gift or commitment and wants to emulate them. 
 

We see time and time again how individuals give of themselves  

- and very unselfishly – to the ministry of MVL (and others) and 

how they are blessed as a result. Your gift, whether it’s $1, $5 or 

thousands more really does matter. It’s a wonderful reflection of 

the love that you have for our Lord and for this ministry we call 

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School.

Tim Plath 

MVLHS Principal 
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GIVING THROUGH RETIREMENT 
 

 Do you have an IRA? Are you 70 ½ years old? Do you have RMDs (Required Minimum Distributions) that 

 you are being forced to withdraw, but that you don’t really need? Do you make charitable contributions with

 “post-tax” dollars? 
 

 In 2015, Congress made permanent a provision to the tax code that allows individuals to make charitable  

 contributions directly from their IRAs to qualified charities (such as churches and religious educational  

 institutions). Because the contributions are made directly to the charity, the donated dollars are not  

 considered taxable income. Thus, taxpayers over the age of 70 ½ can make their charitable contributions, in 

 effect, with “pre-tax” dollars rather than post-tax dollars. 
 

 What is the practical effect of using this provision? Let’s say a person’s combined federal and state tax  

 bracket is 25%. It takes approximately $1,250 to make a $1,000 contribution. By making your charitable  

 donations directly from your IRA, that extra money can be used in other ways, including being able to  

 increase the amount you’re currently giving to your chosen charities. 
 

 The mission of the MVL Mission Advancement Office is to encourage God’s people to excel in the grace of 

 giving. One of the ways to achieve that mission is to assist fellow Christians to utilize the tools and  

 opportunities available to be wiser stewards of the gifts God has given them. Utilizing this charitable IRA 

 provision is one such opportunity. 
 

 If you, or someone you know, are interested in learning more about the Charitable IRA provision, please  

 contact Jim Hahn (jhahn@mvlhs.org; 507.233.8659), or Val Holzhueter (valh@mvlhs.org; 507.233.8692).  
 

 “But since you excel in everything…see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 2 Corinthians 8:7 

 
 

 

Jim Hahn, Director of Mission Advancement 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 
 

 In September students, faculty, and staff welcomed 200 grandparents to campus. These two special mornings 

 were spent attending chapel and classes and sharing student life at MVL. 
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Bob Dittrich, president of Dittr ich Specialties, Inc, New Ulm, has been a visionary his  

entire life. It did not take him long to see an opportunity to provide valuable work experience 

for MVL students while earning financial support for MVL. This arrangement provided  

much needed resources for the athletic programs, class tours, and individual MVL History 

Tour fees.  

Kevin Hulke epitomizes the Spir it of MVL. This alum has always suppor ted MVL with  
his time and talents. Kevin is best known as a volunteer football coach for MVL for over  
12 years. Having Kevin give of his time during the fall is especially thoughtful and giving 
since he is right in the middle of harvest time. His days are never done yet he still has time for 
the kids and football. He is a positive role model that MVL is very proud to have working 
with students. 

Mae Tacke has had a place in her  hear t for  Chr istian education for  many years. Her  
family moved to New Ulm at the same time that Jerry Birkholz moved to New Ulm to start 
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School. She and her husband, Bill, were among the first to 
support MVL. Over the years, Mae has served as a volunteer coordinator and in staff  
positions as financial secretary and as assistant in the development office. She served as the 
secretary to the MVL Mission with a Vision for Life Campaign, and was on the MVL  
Finance Committee for a number of years. 

GIVING THROUGH TIME & ABILITY 
 

SPIRIT OF MVL RECOGNITION RECEPTION 
 

The Spirit of MVL Recognition Reception is being held on Saturday, November 19 at 4:00 P.M. at the Best  

Western Conference Center in New Ulm. The reception is a complimentary event, but reservations are necessary. 
 

This year’s Spirit of MVL recipients are Bob Dittrich, Kevin Hulke, and Mae Tacke. MVL thanks God for the 

blessing of these individuals who have given of their time, talents, and treasures. Soli Deo Gloria. 

SPIRIT OF MVL GALA 
 

The fourth annual Gala follows the reception from 5:30-8:30 P.M, also at the Best Western Conference  

Center. The theme for this year is “Light Up Our Hearts for MVL” with a focus on gym lighting for fine arts 

events and the Partnership Fund. Dr. Dan Johnson, president of Wisconsin Lutheran College, will speak about 

the importance and gift of a Christian education. The evening includes a meal, live auction, and entertainment. 

Individual tickets are $50 each, or tables of eight for $300.  

 
 

 

     RSVPs for the Reception and/or Gala can be directed to Kristin Matzke, 

     Mission Advancement Assistant, at 507.233.8662 or kmatzke@mvlhs.org. 
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MVL FOUNDATION 
 

The MVL Foundation was established in 1986 as a vehicle for those interested

in making a permanent contribution to help with the tuition costs for MVL 

  students. A contribution to the MVL Foundation is invested with other  

  donations, and five percent of the fund balance is annually distributed  

  for scholarships.  
 

At the Homecoming game, the MVL Foundation presented the school with $92,500 towards tuition  

assistance, bringing the Foundation’s total aid to students to more than $750,000 since its founding. 
 

For the 2016-17 school year, an unanticipated increase in tuition assistance applications has created a gap  

of $36,000 between available assistance funding and the level of assistance requests. Please contact Jim 

   Hahn, 507.233.8659, or Val Holzhueter, 507.233.8692, 

   to learn more about the Foundation, the importance of  

   this program, and its role in helping students to Grow  

   in Grace. 
 

 

   Pictured left to right: Jim Hahn, MVL Director of  

   Mission Advancement; John Mielke, MVL Foundation 

   Treasurer; Perry Meyer, MVL Foundation Marketing 

   Committee Chair; and Lydia Petersen and Levi Stelljes, 

   Class of 2017. 

GIVING THROUGH SERVICE 
 

The MVL Board is dedicated to the mission of MVL: assisting families in training students for Christian 

lives on earth and for eternity. Please keep these men and their families in your thoughts and prayers as they 

lend their expertise to the leadership of MVL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back row: Principal Tim Plath, Bob Fosburgh, Pastor Tim Hartwig, Randy Cox, Peter Kramer,  

Dave Gartner, Duane Flygare. Front row: Paul Holzhueter, Todd Marotz, Mac Johnson, Luke Hunter,  

Paul Lokken. Not pictured: Pastor Roger Knepprath, Warren Krohn, Pastor Matt Rauh, Larry Rude. 



6 www.mvl.org 

HOMECOMING FESTIVITIES 
 

Homecoming brought much excitement to the halls of MVL. Students participated in special activities  

throughout the week, all leading up the Chargers winning the Homecoming football game. The game was  

followed by a dance for students and a social for alumni, parents, and fans. Thanks to all who came out to the 

game in support of the Chargers! 

ALUMNI REMINISCENCES 
 

Have you ever wondered what alumni remember about MVL? Current MVL students spent some time  

chatting with alumni at the post-homecoming game social. 
 

 Brogan Flitter ’14 

 Senior Year: “I knew everyone and everyone knew me!” 

 Favorite Class: Personal Finance with Mr. Jeff Schoenherr. “We were 

 his lab rats!” 
 

 

 Chris Kind ’89 

 Sports: MVL used to have buses after sports practices. He took third in 

 state his senior year in the 4x100. 

 Favorite Class: Government 

 

 Dan Unke ’01 

 New Things: Cell phones were becoming popular. 

 Memories: “Our whole class got close on History Tour.” 

 Favorite Class: Government with Mr. Jim Buboltz 

 

 

 Katie (Kretsch) Scherer ’08 

 History Tour: “I hope that never leaves MVL.” 

 Close Friends: “We always made t-shirts for the Holiday Basketball 

 tournament at Bethany. We had so many t-shirts!” 

 Favorite Class: Accounting 



MVL ASSOCIATION 
CHURCHES 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Arlington, Minnesota 

Courtland Lutheran Church 
Courtland, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Fairfax, Minnesota 

Norwegian Grove Lutheran Church 
Gaylord, Minnesota  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Gibbon, Minnesota 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Morgan, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Nicollet, Minnesota  

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

Peace Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

St. John Lutheran Church 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota 

 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 

St. James, Minnesota  

Norseland Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota  

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Sanborn, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Winthrop, Minnesota 
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Marlene Kienetz $ 495.00 

William Lammle $   10.00 

Andrew Lochner $   15.00 

Lowell Menk $   80.00 

Burton Spaude $   55.00 

Elsie Starke $   30.00 

Herb Traub $   10.00 

Phyllis Westendorf $   15.00 

Eunice Zimanski $   20.00 

Ray Zimanski $   90.00 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

The following memorials were received August 1—October 15, 2016.  

Unless otherwise designated, memorial gifts to MVL are invested in 

the General Fund Endowment, which accrues earnings that are used  

for the operating budget. 

Beverly Baumgartener   $   10.00

Adeline Black $ 100.00

Bonita Blomquist $   10.00

Evelyn Bode $   80.00

Vernon Dehn $   20.00

Wallace Ebert $     5.00

Lily Franke $   10.00

Leon Hopp $   50.00

LuVerne & Judy Kent $   20.00

Al Kienetz $   10.00

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLAR STUDENTS 
 

MVL is proud to announce that two seniors were recently recognized 

in the 2017 National Merit Scholarship Program. 
 

   Kaitlyn Roux, daughter  of Jonathan and J ill Roux, 

   was named a National Merit Scholar Commended  

   student. Out of the 1.6 million juniors who took the 

   PSAT test last year, Kaitlin scored among the top five 

percent of students in the nation.
 

   Ian Overn, son of Andy and Laur ie Overn, was 

   named a Semifinalist in the National Merit Scholarship  

   Corporation’s scholarship competition because of his 

   outstanding performance on the PSAT test last fall.  

   Ian will be contending with approximately 16,000  

   Semifinalists across the nation to become a Finalist in 

   the competition. National Merit Program Finalists  

   qualify for approximately 7,500 scholarships.  
 

Congratulations to Kaitlyn and Ian on their exceptional  

accomplishments and God’s richest blessings as they continue to use 

their gifts to His glory. 
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MVL SUNDAYS 
 

  The MVL choir had the joy of visiting St. Paul,  

  Arlington on October 9 and St. John, Redwood Falls  

  on November 6. The choir will continue visiting several 

  Association churches throughout the school year to  

  glorify God through word and song.  
 

 December 4 Zion, Sanborn 

 January 22 Mount Olive, Mankato 

 February 5 Norseland, St. Peter & 

   Norwegian Grove, Gaylord 

 March 12 St. Paul, New Ulm 

 May 21 St. Paul, St. James 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

  Spirit of MVL Events 

  The annual Spirit of MVL is being held at the Best Western Conference Center in New Ulm on Saturday, 

  November 19. The evening includes the Recognition Reception at 4:00 P.M. and the Gala at 5:30-8:30 P.M. 

  More details are on page 4 and on the MVL website at mvl.org/news-events/events/spirit-of-mvl-events. 
 

  Christmas Concert 

  The MVL choirs and band invite you to a sacred music concert on Wednesday, December 21, celebrating our 

  Lord’s birth. The concert will be held at 7:00 P.M. in the gymnasium. 
 

  Booster Club Events 

  The mission of the Booster Club is to provide opportunities for Christian  

  fellowship for MVL parents and supporters, which in turn provide financial 

  support for special needs items that are not included in the annual MVL  

  operating budget. Two exciting events are happening in March! 
 

 Sunday, March 5: A delicious pork chop dinner will be served at  

 MVL 10:30 A.M.-1:00 P.M., followed by a concert by the MVL  

 band at 1:30 P.M. 
 

   Sunday, March 26: The annual Booster Club Auction will begin at 

 11:00 A.M. A variety of items will be up for the highest bidder in  

 both a silent and live auction. More details will be coming in 2017. 


