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Giving Thanks for the Support of our Association Pastors 
 
I’ve had a number of wonderful opportunities serving as a team chair for 
Minnesota Nonpublic School Accrediting Association site team visits.  One 
common denominator in the health of the schools is the level of support for 
the school by the congregational pastor.  If the pastor is supportive of the 
school and actively exudes his support, the school seems to thrive.  Our 
 situation at Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School is a bit different in that 
we have many pastors who serve at our 21 association congregations.   
However, we can consider ourselves extremely blessed by the support of the 
pastors who shepherd our association congregations.  Time and time again, 
we see their support for the ministry of MVL. 
 
That support hasn’t just been shown in the last five or ten years.  In 1977, 
Pastor Tom Henning of St. Paul’s – New Ulm appointed a committee to study 
the feasibility of opening a Lutheran high school in New Ulm. Pastors James 
Schmidt of Zion – Morgan, Ralph Polzin of Trinity – Nicollet and Lloyd  
Hahnke of St. Paul’s New Ulm were on the first MVL Board of Directors in 
1979. Since then, we’ve been blessed with association pastors who have 
served on the Board of Directors, given countless chapel devotions during 
the school year, offered support of our students, faculty and staff in so many 
ways and encouraged the students in their congregations to attend MVL for 
a Christian secondary education. 
 
To date this year, we’ve expressed our appreciation for the parents of our 
students, faculty and staff and Lutheran elementary faculty members. We 
thank God for the faithful service and support of our association pastors.  It 
is our prayer that our association pastors will continue to actively and vocally 
support the ministry of Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School.  May God 
continue to bless our school through these faithful servants! 
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Open House and Registration 
We will be hosting our Open House and Registration 
event on the evening of Tuesday, March 19. That evening, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m., we will offer tours of our school,    
a session for parents and students on our mission,         
academics and activities, and an opportunity to register 
for the 2019-20 school year. Parents and students of   
incoming 9th –12th grade students are invited and       
encouraged to attend. More information will be shared 
with the eighth grade students of our association  
Lutheran elementary schools. 

After Prom Fundraiser 
The Junior class is putting on a fundraiser for 
the After Prom Party this year. They are  
selling pizzas from Swany’s Pub in 
Courtland. There will be order forms in the 
school office, or you can find any Junior and 
order from them.  Orders are due in by February 1st. 

Scrip News 
Because there is no school on February 15th, 18th, or 
22nd, Scrip orders received on Monday, February 11th will 
not be delivered to students until Tuesday, February 19th 
and Scrip orders received on Monday, February 18th  will 
not be delivered to students until Monday, February 25th.   
We will begin processing Scrip contributions in March so 
they can be applied to designated  accounts, hopefully, 
during the month of April. Thank you for your continued 
support of the Scrip Program and of MVL. 

Senior Photos Needed! 
The MVL yearbook needs your senior photo. Please  
reserve good judgment for apparel and poses. The main 
focus of these pictures must be your face. It should be 
clearly visible (no sunglasses) and close enough to see 
 (no far away shots). These photos do not need to be 
 professional photos. All photos are subject to review by 
the yearbook committee.  
The deadline for senior photos is March 29, 2019 

Pike Driving School 
MVL is once again offering Driver’s Education classroom 
instruction during the after school hours from 3:15 – 5:15 
p.m., beginning Tuesday, February 26. This program, 
offered by Pike Driving School of New Ulm, will run for 
three weeks through March 15. There is a sign up sheet 
and informational postcard in the office. Have your 
student pick one up for more information.  

Faithful Financial Fulfillment Seminar 
You're invited to an enlightening and inspiring seminar on 
February 10 at MVL. Discover how you can find faithful 
financial fulfillment wherever God has placed you! This 
complimentary seminar is sponsored by the MVL Foun-
dation. RSVP by February 6: valh@mvlhs.org or 
507.233.8692. 
 
Speakers: 
Rev. Mike Hatzung, WELS Deferred Giving Couselor 
Jennifer Nohelty, Gift Planning Services President 
Tim Reinke, Thrivent Financial Consultant 
Mary Kay Mages, Blethen | Berens Attorney 
 
Agenda: 
3:30 PM - Registration & Social 
4:00 PM - Session 1 
5:00 PM - Dinner Provided 
6:00 PM - Session 2 
7:00 PM - Q&A 

Scrip Coordinator Needed at MVL 
MVL is looking for a volunteer who would be willing to 
help order Scrip and fill orders for families  The time  
commitment for this position averages out to about two 
hours on Monday morning and two hours on Friday 
 morning. 
  
If you are interested in serving MVL and our Lord in this 
way, please contact the MVL office at 507-354-6851. 

mailto:valh@mvlhs.org
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You Don't Know Until You Go! 
 Believe it or not, the month of February is one of the 
best times for MVL Juniors to visit the colleges that  
interest them.  There are three vacation days this 
month that will allow students to visit college campuses 
and classrooms without having to worry about missing 
class time here at MVL.  Another benefit to visiting at 
this time is that colleges are in session and this will  
enable visits with not only admissions counselors, but 
also professors and coaches.  You may even be able to 
take advantage of attending a concert, lyceum, or  
basketball game to get a better feel for the atmosphere 
of the college. 
  
If February won't work for your schedule, check the 
MVL calendar for other convenient times when you can 
take a tour of your next school. 

Triple A Award 
Lauren Paulsen and Robert Rauh have been selected by  
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School to receive the 
Triple A Award. Lauren and Robert will represent  
themselves and their school at the Minnesota State High 
School League's subsection level.   
 
The Triple A Award recognizes and honors high school 
seniors who have excelled in the classroom, on the  
athletic field and in the fine arts. The Triple A Award  
elevates academic standards and creates greater  
awareness of League-sponsored activities and their 
 values. It also provides member schools with the  
opportunity to participate in a statewide program that 
supports, promotes and recognizes academic and 
co-curricular achievements. 

Seniors (and Parents) 
There will be a Financial Aid/FAFSA Completion Night 
hosted by Mr. Smith on Wednesday, February 20, 2019 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. The presentation will focus on 
types of Financial Aid, reading/dissecting award packages, 
and common barriers to completing the FAFSA. The 
presentation will last approximately 30 minutes and then 
Mr. Smith will be available to answer individual questions. 
If families have not yet begun their FAFSA, there will be an 
opportunity to do so after the presentation for those who 
wish. Please reach out to Mr. Smith (tjsmith@mvlhs.org 
or 507.233.8685) with any questions. 
 
Juniors (and Parents) 
Have you created your student College Board account 
yet? College Board has committed $25 million dollars in 
Scholarships over the next 5 years for students who  
complete college preparation actions. The first action that 
allows you to become eligible for a $500 scholarship is to 
create a College Board Account and save 6 or more  
potential colleges through BigFutureTM. Mr. Smith is  
hoping to meet with the Junior class soon to assist those 
who need help creating their account. 
 

 

Have you taken an ACT yet? Spring is a great (and recom-
mended) time for Juniors to take an initial ACT. The April 
test date is April 13, 2019 and is offered at MVL. The 
 regular registration closes on March 8, 2019. For an ex-
tra $20, students can order their test answers for this 
test. This could prove to be an invaluable study tool for 
Juniors as they prepare to take the ACT again either this 
summer or in the early Fall of their Senior year. 
 
All MVL students (and Parents) 
ACT Academy is an online ACT preparatory tool/
resource. Students can create an account and this tool 
will track their individual progress. Students should aim 
to achieve three stars in each of the content areas. This 
resource also contains two full-length practice tests that 
are scored  
exactly like the ACT once they are completed. Take  
advantage of this awesome resource! Freshmen and 
sophomores can use the information they gained from 
their individual scores on the Aspire test to focus their 
own individual studying. 
 
I am here to serve all MVL students and their parents. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me for assistance or 
with any questions. I can be reached via email, 
tjsmith@mvlhs.org, or at my direct line, 507.233.8685.  

mailto:tjsmith@mvlhs.org
mailto:tjsmith@mvlhs.org
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The Booster Club’s main mission is to raise funds to pur-
chase non-budgeted items for all extracurricular pro-
grams and athletic teams.   
 
Extracurricular Programs – Fall and Winter Drama, Jazz 
Band, Chargeliers, Art Club, Dance Team, Math Team, 
Knowledge Bowl, Winter Weightlifting, National Honor 
Society, Student Council, and Speech Team. 
 
Athletic Teams – Boys and Girls Cross Country, Volleyball, 
Football, Boys and Girls Basketball, Boys and Girls Golf, 
Boys and Girls Track, Softball, and Baseball.  
 
If you have a student that participates in any of the teams 
or programs listed above, we are hoping that you will play 
your part in volunteering for a few of our concession 
stand shifts or fundraising activities.  Without the financial 
support of the Booster Club, many of the items needed 
each year would not be available for these teams and pro-
grams  

Apparel 
Do you want some MVL apparel to show your school  
spirit? Ordering information will be coming in early  
February.  

VOLUNTEER 

Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped with the 
concession stand so far this year.  We have another busy 
month of basketball games ahead of us, so if you haven’t 
had a chance to work in the stand, watch your email for 
opportunities through Signup.com.  It’s a great way to 
meet other MVL parents and help our students at the 
same time. 
 
Our annual pork chop meal will be Sunday, March 3, from 
10:30 am to 1 pm.  Mark your calendar to have a great 
meal at MVL and support our school’s extracurricular  
activities. 

Save the Date! 
 

There is a student at MVL who dreams of singing in a  
famous concert hall for hundreds of people. There is a 

student at MVL who dreams of watching their sacrifice-fly 
soar into left field to bring home the winning run in a  

college-level game. There is a student at MVL who 
dreams of being on the team of research scientists that 

finds the cure.  
 

You can help cultivate those dreams. 
 

All you need is a pair of jeans.  

Saturday, March 23rd 
The historic Turner Hall , New  Ulm  

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 

Food! Socializing! Live Auction! Silent Auction! Pie! 
 

Please wear your favorite denim and join us! You’ll have 
an enjoyable and worthwhile evening while supporting 
arts, academics, and athletics at MVL! Together we will 

continue to provide the tools needed to nurture the 
many talents and dreams of the students at MVL!   

Watch for event details coming out via MVL's Facebook 
Page, your church bulletin, Parents Newsline,  

and MVL's website.  
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Boys’ Basketball 
It’s been a real exciting season! There have been ups and 
downs, but our mind set has been very level headed and 
gritty. We are focused on improving our game while mak-
ing a run at the conference and then a long run in the 
playoffs.  
 
Congratulations to Jake Kettner on being MVL’s 19th 
overall player to join the 1000 Point Club and the 12th 
boy to achieve this feat! 
 
There has been a lot of  unselfishness shown over the last 
few games. In the game against St. Peter, we came one 
assist shy of tying the MVL record for most assists which 
is set at 31. We’ve been averaging 19.8 assists a game. 
This team has been fun to watch especially when they get 
going playing defense and passing that ball.  

It’s hard to believe that we are over halfway done with 
the winter sports season. Our basketball teams are  
Improving and readying themselves for their run in the 
playoffs in February. Your teams thank you for your sup-
port! We hope you continue to come to the games, enjoy 
the Pep Band and the Dance Team, and cheer positively 
for our teams and not against our opponents or the  
officials. 
 
Our fine arts teams are in full swing as well.  Math Team 
is nearing the end of their season with two meets to go.  
Knowledge Bowl has one meet behind them and will con-
tinue to compete and improve.  The Speech Team will 
start meets in early February.   

Coming Soon!  
Keep your eyes open for information 

on our 2019 Summer Camps! 

Schedule Changes 
With the weather we have experienced this past week, we 
have had to do some rescheduling of games. Please go to 
our school’s website www.mvl.org under “Activities” and 
click on “Athletic Schedules” Here you can get up-to-date 
schedule changes by going to the right side and click 
“Notify Me”. Follow the steps there to receive text 
 messages or emails sent to you instantly whenever I make  
updates to the schedules. You may also download the 
schedules into your electronic calendar or phone. There is 
also an app called Activity Scheduler. It will walk you 
through the steps to set up the app to our school. If you try 
that app you will need to know that we are in the 
 Tomahawk Conference.  

Clay Target Sign up Meeting 
Wednesday, February 6, there will be a mandatory sign up 
and informational meeting for anyone who is interested in 
participating in our trap shooting team. The meeting will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. at MVL. The cost to participate and cov-
er shells is $110 for shells. That fee will need to be paid at 
the meeting. 
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February 2019 

Training students for Christian lives 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

      Jazz 7:15 a.m. 
 KB Conference @ 9 
a.m. 

 Student Council 12 
p.m. 

 GBB @ SESM 6, 7:30 
p.m. 

 BBB v SESM 6, 7:30 
p.m. 

 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

  BBB v St. Peter  
  4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m. 
 Board of Directors 
6:30 p.m. 

 Chargaliers 7:15 
a.m. 

 GBB @ Wabasso 
4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m. 

  NHS 7:30 a.m. 
 CGBB @ GFW  
  4:45 p.m. 
 GBB @ Cathedral  
  6, 7:30 p.m. 

 3rd Quarter Mid-
term 

 Jazz 7:15 a.m. 
 Student Council 12 
p.m. 

 BBB v Cathedral  
  6, 7:30 p.m. 
 

 ACT @ MVL 
 Speech @ Loyola  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 Association Meeting 
2 p.m. 

 NHS Induction 7 
p.m. 

 
 

 Faculty Meeting 
7:30 a.m. 

 One Hour Late Start  
 Math Team @  
  Fairmont 
 GBB v Madelia  
   6, 7:30 p.m. 
 CGBB v LCWM 
   4:45 p.m. 
 
 

 Chargaliers 7:15 
a.m. 

 GBB v Springfield  
  6, 7:30 p.m. 
 BBB @ Springfield  
  4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m. 
 

  Chargaliers 7:15 
a.m. 

 GBB @ Sleepy Eye 
4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m. 

 BBB v CMC 6, 7:30 
p.m. 

 No School  
 KB @ Cleveland 
 LES Basketball  
  Tournament 
 

 LES Basketball  
  Tournament 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

  No School  
 BBB v GFW 
   4:30, 6, 7:30 p.m. 
 GBB @ BLHS 
   4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m. 

 Chargaliers 
   7:15 a.m. 
 BBB @ Wabasso  
  6, 7:30 p.m. 
 

 Financial Aid/FAFSA 
Completion Night 
6:00 p.m. 

 Chargaliers 
   7:15 a.m. 
 GBB Subsection 
 BBB v Wabasso 
4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m. 

 

 No School  
 LES Basketball Tour-
nament 

 LES Basketball  
 Tournament 
 Speech @  
 Mankato E  
 

24 25 26 27 28   

  BBB v BLHS 
  4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m. 

 Chargaliers 7:15 
a.m. 

 GBB Subsection 
 

  ALHS Conference 
 BBB Subsection 
 GBB Subsection 
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February Menu 

Training students for Christian lives 

       1 

Salad Bar Available 
Every Day 

  
Milk Included With 

Each Meal 

  
  

Menu Subject to 
Change 

    

Chicken Patty, 
American Fries,  

Broccoli, Applesauce 
Fresh Veggies & Fruit 

  

4 5 6 7 8 

Mr. Rib on a bun, 
Chips, Baked Beans, 

Peaches, 
Fresh Veggies & Fruit 

  

French Toast Sticks, 
Breakfast Sausage 

Patty, Broccoli,  
Applesauce, 

Fresh Fruit & Veggies 

Hotdogs, 
Apple Crisp, 

Baked beans, 
Pineapple 

Fresh Fruit & Veggie 

 Haystax with Fixings 
Refried Beans, Fresh 

Veggies & Fruit 
  

Fish Patty on a Bun 
Baked Potato, Peas, 

Applesauce 
Fresh Fruit & Veggies 

11 12 13 14 15 

Pepperoni, Sausage, 
Cheese Pizza, 
Peas, Pears 

Fresh Fruit & Veggies 
  

Turkey or Ham Subs 
Baked Beans 
Applesauce 

Fresh Fruits &  
Veggies 

Beef Stroganoff, 
 Bread, 

Broccoli, 
Mandarin Oranges 

Fresh Fruit & Veggies 
  

Sloppy Joes, 
Potato Wedges, 

Green beans, 
Mixed Fruit, 

Fresh Fruit & Veggies 
  

  
  

NO SCHOOL 

18 19 20 21 22 

  
  

NO SCHOOL 

Chicken Drumstick 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Broccoli, 
Bread Slice, Pears 

Fresh Fruit & Veggies 

Chicken Fajitas, 
Refried Beans, 

Corn Chips, Peaches, 
Fresh Fruit & Veggies 

Spaghetti Hotdish, 
Garlic Toast, 

Peas, Mixed Fruit, 
Fresh Fruit & Veggies 

  
  

NO SCHOOL 

25 26 27 28 March 1 

Chicken Parmesan 
with Penne 

Peas, Pineapple, 
Fresh fruit & Veggies 

Mr. Rib, 
Mac-n- Cheese 

Applesauce, 
Fresh Fruit & Veggies 

  

Chili with Fixings, 
Mini Cinnamon Rolls, 

Corn, Pears, Fresh 
Fruit & Veggies 

Chicken Alfredo, 
Broccoli, 
Peaches, 

Fresh Fruit & Veggies 

Hot Dog/ Chili Dog 
Blueberry Brunch 

Cake, Baked Beans, 
Mixed Fruit, 

Fresh Fruits and  
Veggies 

  


