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Principal’s Message
Teachers and Staff – Truly a Blessing from our Lord!
The Lord has done great things for us and we are filled with joy. Psalm
126:3
There are many blessings that Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School has
enjoyed over its 40 year history. Of that, there is little doubt. We were
recently reminded of that fact at the MVL Spirit of MVL Gala.
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One of the greatest blessings that Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
has enjoyed has been the teachers and staff that have served MVL over the
years. This school has been blessed with teachers who have shared their
love with the Lord with their students. Our school has a reputation as a
quality educational institution. Our teachers certainly have had a great
deal to do with that fact. Through their classroom lessons and leadership in
activities, they have continually challenged our students to grow as
individuals and as Christians, too. They are wonderful role models for our
students day in and day out. Yes, they are sinners, too, and they willingly
admit to the students when they mistakes too.
It isn’t just the faculty, though, that impacts our students. Each day, we see
interaction between staff members, students and faculty. These staff
members don’t just view their work at MVL as “a job.” Rather, they see
their work as an integral part of MVL’s ministry - - and they’re right!
Whether they are answering the phone, greeting visitors, making sure our
school building remains in pristine condition, or preparing nutritious and
tasty meals for our students, they are a tremendous blessing from our Lord.
As parents, we entrust our sons and daughters to these teachers and staff
members. We thank God for these individuals who give of themselves for
the benefit of the students that they serve. Thank you, Lord, for these
individuals who daily show their love for You!
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From the MVL Family
Holiday Office Hours
December 24-25, 31 - Closed
January 1 - Closed

Christmas Concert—December 20
You are invited to the annual Christmas concert at 7:00
pm in the MVL gymnasium. The Freshmen Choir,
A Capella Choir, Chargaliers, and Symphonic Band will
perform pieces that profess our Savior’s birth.
Preconcert music will be provided by the band beginning
at 6:45 pm

Amazon Smile
Did you know that when you shop Amazon Smile for your
Christmas gift list, Amazon donates to Minnesota Valley
Lutheran High School?
Amazon Smile is a website operated by Amazon with the
same products, prices and shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on Amazon
Smile, the Amazon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable
organization of your choice. Follow the link below to
check some items off of your Christmas list!

40th Anniversary Shirts
A limited number of 40th anniversary shirts are available
for purchase and can make great Christmas presents!
Visit www.mvl.org/anniversary or contact Kristin
Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org or 507.233.8662 for all
the details.

smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1351315

Christmas Wreaths
Thank you to everyone who purchased a Christmas
wreath! Specials thanks also to Traverse des Sioux
Garden Center in St. Peter and Hacker’s Nursery in
Sleepy Eye, our wreath and evergreen product suppliers.
Proceeds from the sales will be designated by the
Student Council

Scrip News
Start thinking about using SCRIP for Christmas gifts. The
last week to order for Christmas will be the week of
December 3rd. Orders placed after December 10th will
not be guaranteed to be filled. Check out all the vendors
at glscrip.com and scrippro.com
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Survey
As part of our ongoing accreditation with Minnesota Nonpublic School Accrediting Association (MNSAA), we are
undergoing a self-study this year. One of the ways in
which we are seeking input from a variety of individuals is
through an online survey. Please follow the link below to
access this survey. It will be open until December 31.
Thank you in advance for your participation in this survey!

2018-2019 MNSAA Survey
NHS
In January of 2019, our NHS advisor will be sending out
invitations to join the MVL chapter of the National Honor
Society.

Inclement Weather Policy
With the coming of cold weather it may happen that we
will decide to start school late, close school for the day or
dismiss early. In such cases, the decision will be
announced through our Honeywell Instant Alert system.
If you have not yet registered your account please go to
the MVL website http://www.mvl.org/student-life/schoolclosing-alerts and follow the instructions to register your
student. You can customize the phone numbers and ways
you will receive notification. If you have registered in the
past, be sure to log in and make sure all your information
is current.
It is our intention to have a decision by 6:00 a.m. on those
mornings when we will be starting late or closing for the
day. At times, something could force a later decision and,
in such cases, we would try to do that as soon as possible.
Parents have the final decision on questionable weather
days. A student absent will be marked absent, but if
parents contact us with their decision to send their child
later, or keep them home due to the weather, those
absences are considered ‘weather-related’ and will not
count toward the eight allowed absences before losing
credit.
Parents, we ask that you have a plan of action with your
student if the weather is expected to turn bad during the
course of the day. It is difficult to get messages to
students during the school day when we are trying to
notify the media and other entities. Thanks in advance for
your cooperation!

Invitations will be sent out to current juniors (and current
non-NHS seniors) who have achieved a cumulative GPA of
3.5 or better. The invitation will be in the form of a packet
of materials that the student should discuss with his or
her parents. Even though a student’s GPA has no bearing
on their final acceptance into NHS, students are expected
to maintain a 3.5 GPA in order to remain eligible; they are
also expected to fully participate in NHS activities.
The application requires students to list their participation in organizations, their leadership experiences, their
service activities, and their employment history. The application also includes a place for students to explain why
they want to join this service organization. A letter of recommendation must accompany the student’s application.
The letter cannot be written by a family member, an MVL
teacher, or any MVL coach. The person who writes the
letter should know the student quite well and should be
able to vouch for the student’s work ethic, leadership,
responsibility, and character.
The actual selection process will follow the guidelines set
by our NHS constitution and by-laws. If a student qualifies
for invitation by virtue of his or her GPA, that student will
receive an invitation to pursue membership. A student
may decide that he or she is not interested, or that
distance from school prohibits his or her participation, or
that employment or co-curriculars make NHS membership inadvisable. All invited students need to return a
response form (included in the invitation packet)
regardless of whether or not they plan to pursue membership. A submitted application does not guarantee
membership. Non-selection may indicate that the student needs to evaluate their personal growth in order to
meet the required high standards of the NHS.
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Concessions
Thank you once again to everyone who helped cover the
concession stand during the fall sports season! Your help
was greatly appreciated!

I have created this cost comparison template for MVL
students to utilize as they progress through the college
search process. This cost comparison allows you to input financial aid information for up to three different
institutions at a time. This will provide students and
their parents/guardians with a tool that ensures that
you are comparing "apples to apples" and not "apples
to oranges". This will also allow you to compare cost
and to have conversations on value. Do you want to
pick the college that is the least inexpensive or does
one institution offer you enough additional opportunities that it is worth the extra money? These are questions that you need to explore and answer for yourselves. However, if there is anything I can help you
with, please feel free to reach out to me at
tjsmith@mvlhs.org

Basketball season is here and there are many home
games that we will need volunteers for. Please sign up to
take some shifts in the stand or taking tickets. In order to
cover all the shifts, we need each family to work about 4
nights during the year—but if you can help out for more
than that, we especially appreciate it. There are different
shifts each night, so you can watch your son or daughter
play ball and help during the other squads’ games.
Please sign up for multiple shifts if you can. If you can’t
be there at the beginning of the shift, put a note in the
signup indicating the time you’ll arrive. Sign up at http://
signup.com/go/LimucTG.

COLLEGE COST COMPARISON SHEET
CHARGES:

Potential College #1Potential College #2Potential College #3

Tuition
Fees
Room & Board - Standard Double Room
TOTAL CHARGES

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

FINANCIAL AID:
Grants:
Pell Grant
FSEOG
Additioanl Grant
College Grant
Total Grants
Scholarships & Awards:
Academic Scholarship
Catholic Award
Athletic Award
Talent Award
Other Award
Total Scholarships & Awards
Loans:

Christmas Gifts for Faculty and Staff
Please join the Booster Club in showing your appreciation for all the work our MVL faculty and staff do in educating and training our teenagers to serve the Lord. Since
Christmas is a wonderful time to reflect on the gifts
we’ve been given, the Booster Club is inviting you to
share a monetary donation toward the purchase of gift
certificates for our MVL faculty and staff. If so inclined,
please send your donation with your child by December
14th to the MVL office or mail it to MVL at 45638 561st
Street, New Ulm, MN 56073.

Perkins Loan
Subsidized Stafford Loan
Unsub Stafford Loan
PLUS Loan
Alternativ e Loan (may hav e fees that exceed 3%)
Total Loans

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

Workstudy or Campus Employment:
Total Workstudy/Em ploym ent
Other:
Tuition Confirmation Deposit
Payments Made
Total Paym ents
TOTAL FINANCIAL AID

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

TOTAL CHARGES

$0

$0

$0

TOTAL FINANCIAL AID

$0

$0

$0

TOTAL LOAN FEES (variable up to 3%)

$0

$0

$0

TOTAL (not including workstudy)

$

-

$

-

$

-

TOTAL (including workstudy)

$

-

$

-

$

-

NOTES : This cost sheet is an estim ate only and m ay alter with additional financial aid, fees or costs.
Loan fees are estim ates only.

Booster Club Auction
The auctioneers are set, the venue is
booked, and the date is on the calendar.
Join us for an exciting revamp of the
annual Booster Club Auction on the
evening of Saturday, March 23, at
Turner Hall. Want to be part of the
planning of this event? Talk to Jody Hunstad or Angie
Brau to see how you can become involved. It’s going to
be great!
Future MVL Booster Club Events for 2019
March 3rd 2019 Pork Chop Dinner
March 23rd 2019 MVL Auction
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New Track
Written by Mackenzie Helget, MVL Senior
Photos by Rebekah Hartwig, MVL Senior
Rebekah Hartwig and I had the privilege to take a trip with
Joe Holtmeier, father of Dylan Holtmeier (MVL Senior), to
the construction site of our new track and football field.
We got an inside scoop of the idea, design, process, and
updates about what was happening that day. Here is an
inside look on MVL’s latest, and possibly the start of many
building projects in the future.
When you get out to the field you soon see the vision and
complexity of this huge building project. Trucks, Dozers,
sand, rock, they have it all! While talking to Mr. Holtmeier
we found out that 1,600 tons of crushed rock are being
used for this project. The grading work has been done
along with rock starting to be laid. 12,000 yards of dirt has
been moved, and three to five workers are dedicating their
time each day to make this happen.
One of our questions was when this project will be finished, which I think is on the minds of many of our students and athletes. Asphalt will hopefully be laid in the
middle of spring, and the entire project is predicted to be
finished this spring. Another cool fact we learned was
about the soil the track and field are being built on. The
soil is sandy which will be good for drainage on our future
football field because it means there won’t be more mud.
Many people are involved in this project and much of their
time and effort are being sacrificed. The idea was first
brought up by Coach Jaspersen, MVL’s track coach. He approached Mr. Holtmeier with the idea and said he would
be willing to help the efforts of this project. From there,
MVL alumnus Brent Krohn designed the horizontal plane
of the track, and Dan Scarf from Bolten & Menk designed
the vertical plane. The plan then went to the county and
state to be approved. We also have some familiar names
and faces working on this project. Brandon Kettner, who is
related to Jake Kettner (MVL Senior), is working on site,
along with John Voigt. John is the project manager on site
and has kids who previously graduated from MVL. He was
even on the Board of Directors at one point. John said,
“This project will be a nice addition to the school, and the
football field will be regulation size.”

Lots of companies also gave their time and effort to help
this project including, the New Ulm Quartzsite Quarry,
who donated the rock for the new track’s base, and
Holtmeier Construction, who dedicated their time,
equipment, and employees in order to make this project
possible. I also want to give a huge thanks to the
Holtmeier family for showing and telling us about this
project and for their dedication to MVL. Joe Holtmeier
added when we were leaving that, “We are happy to
share our gifts [which] God has given us to help his earthly kingdom.” May God bless everyone involved in this
project and continue to bless MVL.

The Holtmeier’s unique dump truck spreads dirt out for an even track.

Mr. Joe Holtmeier

Mr. John Voigt
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**To avoid any confusion, "The AD's Corner" will be written by Mr. Morgan and
the specific sports articles will be written by each head coach.

Schedule App and Schedule Changes
If you would like up to the minute game, match or meet
changes go to Athletic page on our website then click on
“Athletic Schedules” there you can peruse our schedules.
In the upper right corner is an icon entitled “Notify Me”,
click on it to sign up for instant schedule changes You will
receive text messages and/or emails instantly when a
change is made to the activity schedules you are
following.

Boys’ Basketball
It’s that time of year again for the sound of basketballs
hitting the hardwood in our gym to become a regular
event. We had 45 young men tryout for out three teams,
20 of which were freshmen. It’s the second largest number we have had in the last 20 years. Our first game will
be December 4th in Wabasso. It is shaping up to be a
fast, fun and competitive year.

There is also an app that you may download and is tied
into our calendar. In the app store download the Activity
Scheduler app. It looks like a light blue baseball cap with
the letters “rS” on the front. Then set it up for our school.
You will need to know we are members of the Tomahawk
Conference.

@MVLActivities
Speech
The speech season will be upon us soon! The search for a
new coach proved challenging. We had many people
inquire, but none were able to take on the head coach
position due to the time commitment. Not wanting to let
down the 24 students who signed up for our Speech Team
this year, which included four section finalists and one
state participant, Ms. Sperle will return and co-coach the
team with Mrs. Jill Morgan. Together with a couple of
assistants they will insure that our students are ready to
participate and work hard each and every week.

Girls’ Basketball
On January 5th, during the girls’ basketball game vs Nicollet, we will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of the
1993-1994 team that went to the state tournament.
The 1993-1994 team compiled a 25-4 record with play-off
victories over GFW, Cathedral, Springfield, Belle Plaine
and St. James. Once at state, the team lost to New London/Spicer 28-58 in the first round and to DilworthGlindon-Felton by a score of 57-71 in consolation play.
The team was coached by Dave Ross and the players on
the team were Kristin Scharf, Tina Hopp, Heather Bernard, Lisa Gronholz, Alli Younge, Christy Schwictenberg,
Lisa Westendorf, Kristi Wendland, Naci Melzer, Sarah
Klockziem, Erin Enter and Jenny Berg.

Dance Team
Our dance team will consist of just over 20 young ladies.
They will be coached by Alyson Steffan and assisted by
Claire Boeder. Both young ladies are MLC students and
have outstanding dance backgrounds. Let’s cheer on and
support our dance team this season as they preform.
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First Semester Exam Schedule 2018
Tuesday, December 18

1st Hour
Chapel
nd
2 Hour
3rd Hour

8:20-9:30
9:35-9:50
9:55-11:05
11:10-12:20

Wednesday, December 19

4th Hour
Chapel
th
5 Hour
6th Hour

8:20-9:30
9:35-9:50
9:55-11:05
11:10-12:20

Concert Rehearsal

12:25-12:55

Thursday, December 20

7th Hour
Chapel
8th Hour
Concert Rehearsal

8:20-9:30
9:35-9:50
9:55-11:05
11:10-11:45

Reminders:
1. Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday are special days. Teachers may test or provide a cumulative activity,
but each class is to meet for the entire scheduled time period. Please do not excuse students from your class.
There should not be any students in the hallways during any part of the class period.
2. Seniors may be excused from 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 7thperiod study halls. Seniors not involved in the Christmas Concert
and have a 6th hour study hall will be excused from the 6th hour study hall.

3. All students with 8th hour study hall are excused after chapel if they are not involved in the Christmas
Concert rehearsal. Otherwise attendance is required in all study halls.

4. If you are excused from a study hall and chose to leave early, you must leave the campus immediately.
Students who are waiting for a ride should wait in the commons.
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Salad Bar Available
Every Day
Milk Included With
Each Meal

Menu Subject to
Change

3

4

5

6

7

Cheese, Sausage, or
Pepperoni Pizza, Peas,
Pears, Fresh Vegetables, Salad and Fruit

Chicken Fajitas, Snack
Chips, Refried Beans,
Applesauce, Fresh Vegetables, Salad and Fruit

Beef Stir Fry, Bread
Slice, Stir Fry Veggies,
Pineapple, Fresh Vegetables, Salad and Fruit

Linguini & Ham, Bread
Slices, Peas, Peaches,
Fresh Vegetables, Salad
and Fruit

BBQ Chicken on a Bun,
Chips, Corn, Mixed
Fruit, Fresh Vegetables,
Salad and Fruit
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11

12

13

14

Popcorn Chicken,
AuGratin Potatoes
Bread Slice, Green
Beans, Pineapple,
Fresh Vegetables, Salad and Fruit

Corn Dog, Curly Fries,
Baked Beans, Pears,
Fresh Vegetables, Salad
and Fruit

Turkey & Gravy on
Mashed Potatoes,
Bread Slices, Green
Beans, Cranberry
Sauce, Fresh Vegetables, Salad and Fruit

Haystax,
Refried Beans, Mixed
Fruit, Fresh Vegetables,
Salad and Fruit

Mr. Rib on a bun, Potato Wedges, Broccoli,
Applesauce, Fresh Vegetables, Salad and Fruit

17

18

19

20

21

Semester Exams
Half Day
No Lunch

Semester Exams
Half Day
No Lunch

Semester Exams
Half Day
No Lunch

CHRISTMAS BREAK

24

25

26

27

28

CHRISTMAS BREAK

CHRISTMAS BREAK

CHRISTMAS BREAK

CHRISTMAS BREAK

CHRISTMAS BREAK

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

Chicken Quesadillas or
Burrito, Corn Chips,
Refried or Black Beans,
Pears, Fresh Vegetables, & Fruit

NO SCHOOL

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, age or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. To file a complaint of
discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: httpwsww.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at
any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form,
call (866)632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or (2) Fax: (202)690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
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December 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

 MVL

Sunday @
Fairfax &
Wellington

4

5

 BBB

v Wabasso
4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m.

9

10

 NHS

7:30 a.m.
 MLC BB
Invitational

11

12

 Chargaliers

v St. Clair
4:45, 6, 7:30
p.m.

7:15 a.m.
v GFW
6, 7:30 p.m.
 BBB @ GFW
4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m.

17
 Math

Team @
Waseca
 GBB v SESM
6, 7:30 p.m.
 Board of
Directors
6:30 p.m.
23

18
 Semester

Exams
(1-3)
 BBB @ SESM
7:30 p.m.

24
 Office

Closed

30

19
 Semester

25
 Office

Exams

(4-6)

Closed

7
 Jazz

7:15 a.m.
 Student Council
12 p.m.
 CGBB @ GFW
4:45 p.m.
 MLC BB
Invitational

13
 BBB

 GBB

16

6

7:15 a.m.
 Student Council
12:00 p.m.
 GBB v BLHS
6, 7:30 p.m.
 BBB @ BLHS
6, 7:30 p.m.
20

Exams
(7-8)
 End of 1st
Semester
 Christmas
Concert 7p.m.

26

@ BLC
Invitational

 MLC

BB
Invitational

15
 GBB

@ Mt. Lake
11, 12, 1:30 p.m.

21
 Christmas

22

Break

Begins

27
 BBB

 ACT

14
 Jazz

 Semester

8

28
 BBB

@ BLC
Invitational

29
 BBB

@ BLC
Invitational

31
 Office

Closed

Training students for Christian lives
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