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Principal’s Message
Each month of this school year, we will focus on a
different group of people who comprise one of
the many blessings which we enjoy at Minnesota
Valley Lutheran High School. This month, our
parents are the recipients of our thanks. Since its
inception, the parents of potential students at
MVL have made a decision to send their children to Minnesota Valley
Lutheran High School for their teenage years.
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Think of those parents who sent their children to MVL those first several
years. Their children attended MVL at St. Paul’s Lutheran Elementary
School in New Ulm. The school had no permanent home, no gym, nothing. Yet, those parents placed their faith in God that He would provide.
And…. oh how He did!
Think of the parents today who set aside about $30,000 for each of their
children who attends MVL for four years. That amount of money could
buy a pretty nice vehicle, make a significant dent in a mortgage, pay off a
great amount of credit card debt or take a really nice vacation! Yet,
these parents make sacrifices so that their students can attend MVL and
get a quality, Christian education for their high school years.
There are a number of really nice public schools in the area. Their buildings are new and they also provide a good education. Yet, our parents
comment about one thing that the public schools can’t provide. Two
parents that I spoke with today made interesting comments to me. One
said that the quality of the physical building was nice, but they were
more interested in what was taught and the people who taught it. The
other stated, “We picked MVL for God’s Word and the education and we
are very happy with the results.” We are so thankful that we have parents who really understand what truly is important.
Hats off to you, parents, for your commitment to Christian secondary
education at MVL. We thank God for you and pray that God continues
to bless you as Moms and Dads!

Training students for Christian lives
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WELS Choralfest
The mission of the WELS Choral Festival is to foster
Christian fellowship among WELS high school students as
they prepare, rehearse, and perform choral music, so
that with one heart and voice they may glorify God.
Fall Play
The MVL Drama Department
will present “You Can’t Beat
the House” for their Fall
production. Make sure to mark
your calendars for November
2nd at 7 p.m. and
November 3 at 2 p.m. & 7 p.m.
so you don’t miss out on this
side splitting comedy put on by
our talented cast and crew!

Veterans’ Recognition
The annual MVL Veterans’ Day Recognition Program is
set for Wednesday, November 7 beginning at 9 a.m.
Veterans from our congregations and the community are
invited to attend this day of honoring those who have
served in the military. Veterans and their guests are
invited to participate in breakfast at 7:30 a.m. The
program that follows at 9:00 a.m. is open to anyone.
Grades 5-8 in our schools are invited to attend this
special event and transportation is provided. RSVP’s are
required for the breakfast and can be made by
contacting Kristin Matzke at 507-233-8662 or
kmatzke@mvlhs.org
Spirit of MVL
The Spirit of MVL Recognition Reception will be held at
the Best Western Conference Center in New Ulm at 4:00
P.M. on Saturday, November 17. In honor of MVL’s 40th
school year, we will recognize and remember all previous
recipients for their faithful service to MVL and
to their Lord.
The annual fundraising Gala will follow from 5:30-9:30
P.M. During the evening, an array of exciting items and
experiences will be auctioned off. This year’s proceeds
will go towards the MVL Partnership Fund and
towards upgraded technology. Registration will open in
mid-October. Please contact Val (valh@mvlhs.org) or
Kristin (kmatzke@mvlhs.org) for more information.

MVL is honored to host the 2018 West Regional Choral
Fest, with the theme “Grace, Mercy, and Peace.” Our
guest clinicians are Jodi Rowe (MVL ’89) and Jon
Ziesemer (former MVL faculty).

Schedule of Events
Friday, November 9
Pops Concert,
7-9pm,
in the MVL gymnasium
Sunday, November 11
Sacred Concert,
2-3:30pm,
in the MVL gymnasium

Attention Junior Parents!!
History Tour & After Prom Meeting
This year there will be a slight change to the
November 12 History Tour and After Prom Meetings for
Junior parents and students. We will be holding the
mandatory History Tour meeting first at 7:00 p.m. in the
commons with the After Prom informational meeting
beginning immediately after. If there are any questions
regarding these meetings please feel free to contact Mr.
Buboltz or Dr. Plath by phone or e-mail.
History Tour 2019
The 46 participants from the junior class are now in the
preparation stage for the school’s 23nd annual History
Tour. The dates for the History Tour 2019 are set for June
16-27. The 12 day trip includes Niagara Falls and the traditional places like Gettysburg, Philadelphia, and Washington DC. The scheduled time at Virginia Beach remains
a highlight for many and is still part of the 2019
trip. Again, please mark the dates of June 16-27, 2019.
Parents and participants are reminded of the History Tour
meeting scheduled for November 12, 2018. The meeting
will be held in the commons starting at 7:00 p.m.. If there
are any questions regarding the History Tour, please feel
free to contact Mr. Buboltz.
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Students Represent MVL at Rotary Ethics Workshop
On Friday, October 12, juniors and seniors represented
MVL at an ethics workshop sponsored by the New Ulm
Rotary Club. For our MVL students who participated, it
gave them the opportunity to think about the relationship
with their faith and how they will address ethical situations after they graduate from high school.
The day included presentations in the morning that helped
the students understand the meaning of ethics and some
practical applications. The afternoon saw them divided
into small groups as they formed leadership teams of a
fictitious company. The students had to work together to
find ways to address the situations that came up. The
greatest challenge? They had to accomplish their tasks
within a specified time frame.
Our students all presented themselves in a very positive
manner and spent time before and after the event considering ethical decision making in light of their faith as Christians. Each of these young people felt that they had
learned a great deal and found the time to be very worthwhile. Congratulations to Beth Albrecht, Greta Bloedel,
Jake Kettner, Franklin Selvey, Colton Collum, Mason Cox,
Lexi Fosburgh and Maddie Pearson.
The WordWright Challenge

MVL’s English Department is trying something new this
year--the WordWright Challenge. This is a national
literature competition in which our students read a
selection of literature and then answer challenging
questions about it.
All MVL students participate, and each one of the year’s
four competitions takes up one English class period. Our
students’ results are scored against those from some
64,000 high school students from across the country. Our
scores are also compared to the dozen or so Area
Lutheran High Schools who are also competing.
Our first competition took place on Monday, October 15.
Because of the challenging nature of the selections and
the questions, we had no idea how well our students
would do. While the national results are not back yet, we
do know that we have placed second among the Area
Lutheran High Schools.
We are thankful to the Lord for our success and for the
gifts He has given our students. The English Department
has learned much in this first competition. We are looking
forward to the next one, which will be held in December.

Giving Tuesday $10,000 Match Opportunity
MVL is one of two organizations in the Thrivent Member
Network - Two Rivers Region that is eligible for a $10,000
match for donations made on Giving Tuesday, November
27.
We are currently making plans for an Open House that
evening. You're invited to campus for tours, refreshments,
entertainment, and donation drop-offs. If you can’t make
it here physically, please consider supporting us digitally.
You do not need to be in the Two Rivers Region for your
donation to be matched! You can make an online donation that day at mvl.org/giving-tuesday or through
InFaith’s website (https://bit.ly/2DDBthl) where Thrivent
will cover the processing fee.
Please share the news with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
(Donations made on Giving Tuesday, November 27, will be
matched until 11:59 P.M. CST or until the $10,000 match
is met, whichever comes first. Thrivent, in partnership
with InFaith Community Foundation, provides the opportunity to make online personal donations to the organizations you care about.)
Wreath Sales
The MVL Student Council has started
their annual Christmas Wreath sale.
Student representatives have been
assigned to their home congregation to
gather orders throughout November.
Please look for a representative at your
church to place an order.
The wreaths will be delivered before Thanksgiving break.
The proceeds for this sale will be designated by the
Student Council.
Scrip News
Start thinking about using SCRIP for Christmas gifts. The
last week to order for Christmas will be the week of
December 3rd. Orders placed after December 10th will
not be guaranteed to be filled. Check out all the vendors
at glscrip.com and scrippro.com
40th Anniversary Shirts
A limited number of 40th anniversary shirts are available
for purchase and can make great Christmas presents!
Visit www.mvl.org/anniversary or contact Kristin
Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org or 507.233.8662 for all
the details.
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Reponses to Concerns from Parent Survey in 2017-18
Last school year, we sent out a survey to our parents asking for their input on a variety of topics relative to the
Christian education we are providing at MVL. A large
number of parents responded and shared much positive
feedback. As a faculty, we took a look at some of the areas that did not score as well and have been looking at
ways in which we can improve the education we offer.
What follows is a summary of each area addressed:
Individualizing instruction
The faculty has spent inservice and meeting time to better
implement differentiated instruction in our curriculum so
that all of our students have an opportunity to grow. Like
some of the other areas of concern listed in the survey,
our efforts to improve individualizing (or differentiated)
instruction are an ongoing challenge.
Counseling, career planning
The Board of Directors approved the addition of a school
counselor through District 88 for the 2018-19 school year.
Mr. TJ Smith, our new counselor, will be on campus every
day this year to meet with students. His three main responsibilities will include standardized testing and dissemination of results; college and career planning; and academic counseling.
Homework that challenges, but doesn’t frustrate
The faculty discussed the blessings and challenges of
homework, as well as the amount of homework that is
assigned by the teachers. The faculty is currently studying
a homework policy that will clarify the work that we do.
Up to date technology
This year, Rev. Tim Hartwig (Peace – North Mankato) is
overseeing our technology. To date, we have used funds
raised as a result of the Spirit of MVL Gala to purchase
iPads and Microsoft Surface Pro tablets for the teachers to
use in their classrooms. We have upgraded our incoming
internet speed from 100M to 500M. We now have separate faculty and staff, student and guest WiFi access available throughout the school and have upgraded some of
our access points in our building.
Access to support services for identified needs
The addition of a Learning Coordinator position is still high
on our priority list. God willing, with the addition of additional faculty members in the next several years, we will
be able to add a Learning Coordinator to our faculty. In
the meantime, our faculty continues to work diligently to
meet the needs of all of our students.

Variety of teaching strategies and learning activities
With the additional technology available to our students,
our teachers are taking advantage of this new equipment
and utilizing it in their classroom instruction. The new
teachers on our faculty will bring different learning opportunities to their classes. As a faculty, we will continue
to discuss and work on ways in which we can improve the
classroom instruction provided to our students.

Inclement Weather Policy
With the coming of cold weather it may happen that we
will decide to start school late, close school for the day or
dismiss early. In such cases, the decision will be
announced through our Honeywell Instant Alert system.
If you have not yet registered your account please go to
the MVL website http://www.mvl.org/student-life/schoolclosing-alerts and follow the instructions to register your
student. You can customize the phone numbers and ways
you will receive notification. If you have registered in the
past, be sure to log in and make sure all your information
is current.
It is our intention to have a decision by 6:00 a.m. on those
mornings when we will be starting late or closing for the
day. At times, something could force a later decision and,
in such cases, we would try to do that as soon as possible.
We will continue utilizing the following radio and
television stations: KNUJ-AM (860) and SAM-FM (107.3),
WCCO-AM (830), KEEZ-FM (99.1), KRBI-AM (1310) and
KRBI-FM (105.5), KTOE-AM (1420), KXAC (100.5), KRRW
(101.5), KYSM (FAN-1230), KLGR-AM (1490) and Mix 97.7
FM, WCCO (4), KSTP (5), KMSP (9), KARE (11), and KEYC
(12).
Parents have the final decision on questionable weather
days. A student absent will be marked absent, but if
parents contact us with their decision to send their child
later, or keep them home due to the weather, those
absences are considered ‘weather-related’ and will not
count toward the eight allowed absences before losing
credit.
Parents, we ask that you have a plan of action with your
student if the weather is expected to turn bad during the
course of the day. It is difficult to get messages to
students during the school day when we are trying to
notify the media and other entities. Thanks in advance for
your cooperation!
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**To avoid any confusion, "The AD's Corner" will be written by Mr. Morgan and
the specific sports articles will be written by each head coach.

Thank You
I would like to thank everyone who volunteered their time
this fall helping in our concession stand, running the
scoreboard, ticket taking, football chain gang, announcing,
volleyball scorebook and anywhere else your generosity
was given. I know how difficult it can be to find free time
to volunteer and I’m thankful for your willingness to help.
It’s amazing to think back on the seasons and see how
many people helped out when called upon. It’s a great
way to meet your student’s friends and parents and a
great way to make use of your talents and give back. It’s
easy to sign up to volunteer! Simply go to the Support
MVL tab on the MVL website and go to the Booster Club
page. There you will find a link to sign up for ticket taking
or concession stand help.
Thank you also to our fall coaches. What a dedicated
group of Christians who planned practices, games and
other activities for our teams while juggling time for their
families and students! Thank you, coaches, for sharing
your time, talents and abilities with our athletes and their
families.
Schedule Changes
If you would like up to the minute game, match or meet
changes, go to Tomahawk Conference. There you can peruse our schedules. In the upper right corner is an icon
entitled “Notify Me”. Click on it to sign up for instant
schedule changes. You will receive text messages and/or
emails instantly when a change is made to the activity
schedules you are following.
Boys’ and Girls’ Freshmen Basketball Schedules
The freshmen schedules are a work in progress. Each year
I have to wait and see if the schools that we play against
will have Freshmen/C Squad teams. I will be adding
games as I get them scheduled and some may need to be
cancelled throughout the season for various reasons. My
recommendation is to sign up for the “Notify Me”
mentioned above under “Schedule Changes”. You will
then receive updates as I am informed and make these
changes to our schedules

Winter Practices
Girls’ basketball practice begins on Monday, November
12th and boys’ basketball begins on Monday, November
19th. Make sure to have all your forms in to the office
before practices start.
If school is cancelled or dismissed early during the winter
season there will be no practices.
Boys’ Basketball Apparel
Anyone interested in ordering from the boys’ basketball
apparel order may click on the link and follow the
directions, https://mvlboysbball18.itemorder.com/sale
Nordic Skiing
We have formed a co-op with Mankato East for Nordic
(Downhill Skiing). Students will have dry land practices at
Mankato East and ski at Mt Kato. Pick up an information
packet from Mr. Morgan if you are interested.

Resources, Resources, and more Resources…
Preparing for the ACT or SAT should be a gradual and
continuous task, as opposed to only cramming for the
respective test. However, cramming is still better than
doing nothing at all. I just want to remind all students of
the resources that are readily available to them.
In my office (224), I have:
 Test preparation books that can be checked out
 A limited number of ACT prep guides (that are created by ACT) you can have until they are gone
There are also some great online resources that can be
accessed. These include:
 ACT Academy https://academy.act.org/
 Learning Express Library
https://www-learningexpresshub
com.proxy.elm4you.org/productengine/
LELIndex.html#/learningexpresslibrary/libraryhome
Lastly, I have a collection other college exploration
guides, books, and resources.
As always, if I can be of any assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact me at tjsmith@mvlhs.org or via telephone
at 507.233.8685. Thank you!
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Concessions
The Booster Club concession stand provides funding for a
lot of our school’s wishlist items. Thanks to all who
helped during volleyball/football season. Now it’s time
for basketball! Please sign up to take some shifts in the
stand. It’s a great way to meet new people and support
all of MVL’s activities—music, drama, academic teams,
and athletics. In order to cover all the shifts, we need
each family to work about 4 nights during the year—but if
you can help out at more than that, we especially appreciate it. New this year—three concession stand shifts
each night, so you can watch your son or daughter play
ball and help during the other squads’ games. Please sign
up for multiple shifts if you can! If you can’t be there at
the beginning of the shift, put a note in the signup indicating the time you’ll arrive. Sign up at http://
signup.com/go/LimucTG.

Events
A big THANK YOU to everyone who attended and helped
with the Homecoming pork chop meal and the Dad’s Belgian Waffle breakfast. The Booster Club appreciates your
support. Mark your calendars for the pork chop dinner at
MVL on March 3, and the annual Booster Club Auction on
Saturday evening, March 23, at Turner Hall (with a new
day/time and location!). Are you willing to serve on the
Auction committee for this largest fundraiser of the year?
Talk to a Booster Club Officer to volunteer!

Apparel
The online apparel site will be open November 1-10. Find
the link on the mvl.org website. New items have been
added to the list. Looking for Christmas gifts? All clothing
should be delivered to school before Christmas break.
Please contact Amanda Ulrich at 507-217-1456 or
dakma1979@gmail.com with any questions.

Christmas Gifts for Faculty and Staff
Our faculty and staff are a blessing to our school and
show their love for our Savior each day as they work
with our students. The Booster Club invites you to
contribute a monetary donation towards the purchase
of gift cards for our MVL faculty and staff as a gift of
appreciation at Christmas time. Please send donations
with your child or by mail to MVL at 45638 561st St.,
New Ulm, MN 56073, by December 15.
Annual Meeting
The Booster Club Annual Meeting was held October
14. Officers for this year are: David Bendix, President;
Amanda Ulrich, Vice President/Apparel; Linda Kramer,
Secretary; Shari Black, Treasurer; Christina Clobes,
Events; Dawn Rieger, Concessions; and Amy Rich, SignUp. Mr. Morgan continues to serve as the Booster
Club faculty advisor. Please contact any of the Booster
Club board members if you have questions or can help
with Booster Club projects. Thank you to outgoing
officers Greg Peterson, Melanie Mohror, Elver Niebuhr, and Dorie Tess for their service.
The 2018-19 Wish List was approved as presented by
MVL faculty. (The Booster Club continues to support
all activities at MVL. After purchasing several nonathletic items in the past few years, none were requested this year.)
$1145: 4 Tackling Dummies + 2 Tackling Wheels for
Football
$2000: Awards for Tournaments/Events
$700: Baseball Batting Helmets
$3000: Tournament Fund (for state-bound team expenses; e.g. last year’s Knowledge Bowl team)
$2200: Baseball Pitching Machine
$16000: Update/Replace Softball Scoreboard
$5000: Volleyball Uniforms
$1000: Video Camera and Stand
$1200: Baseball Dugout Upgrade
$5000: Mental Training
TBD Possible Additions: Track Storage Building, Update and Replace Main Floor Backboards
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Salad Bar Available
Every Day
Milk Included With
Each Meal
5

Menu Subject to
Change
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Chicken Patty
On a bun, Mashed
Potatoes Broccoli,
Pears, Fresh Vegetables, Salad and Fruit

1

2

Sweet-n-sour
Chicken, Rice, Bread
Slice, Stir-Fry
Vegetables,
Pineapple,
Fresh Vegetables,
Salad and Fruit

Tacos, Tortilla Chips,
Refried Beans, Mixed
Fruit, Fresh Vegetables, Salad and Fruit

8

9

Half Day

CHORAL FEST

NO LUNCH

NO SCHOOL

Half Day
Conferences
NO LUNCH

Half Day
Conferences
NO LUNCH

12

13

14

15

16

Cheese, Sausage or
Pepperoni Pizza,
Broccoli, Applesauce,
Fresh Vegetables,
Salad and Fruit

Haystax, Corn Chips,
Corn, Refried Beans
Pineapple, Fresh Vegetables, Salad and
Fruit

Turkey Supreme, on
a bun, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Cranberry
Sauce, Fresh Vegetables, Salad and Fruit

Hot Dog/Chili Dog,
Apple Crisp, Green
Beans, Fresh Vegetables, Salad and Fruit

Hamburgers, Chips,
Baked Beans, Peaches, Fresh Vegetables,
Salad and Fruit

19

20

21

22

23

Corn Dogs, Coleslaw,
Baked Beans, Pears,
Fresh Vegetables,
Salad and Fruit

Chicken Fajitas, Corn
Chips, Corn, Mixed
Fruit, Fresh Vegetables, Salad and Fruit

THANKSGIVING
BREAK

THANKSGIVING
BREAK

THANKSGIVING
BREAK

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

26

27

28

29

30

Chicken Strips,
Au Gratin Potatoes,
Broccoli, Peaches,
Fresh Vegetables,
Salad and Fruit

Meatballs & Gravy,
Mashed Potatoes,
Bread Slices, Green
Beans, Mixed Fruit,
Fresh Vegetables,
Salad and Fruit

Fish Patty on a Bun,
Tri-Taters, Baked
Beans, Applesauce,
Fresh Vegetables,
Salad and Fruit

Chicken Fried Rice,
Bread Slice, Peas &
Carrots, Pears, Fresh
Vegetables, Salad
and Fruit

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, age or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. To file a complaint of
discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: httpwsww.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at
any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form,
call (866)632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or (2) Fax: (202)690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
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November 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
 NHS 7:15 a.m.
 VB Section

2
 Jazz 7:15 a.m.
 Student Council

3
 Fall Play 2, 7 p.m.
 CC State
 VB Section

12 p.m.
 Fall Play 7 p.m.
 FB Section

4
 Wreath Sales

5

6

7

8

 Parent/Teacher

 Chargaliers
 Jazz 7:15 a.m.
 Half Day
Conferences
7:15 a.m.
 Veterans’
 School Cleaning
3-8 p.m.
 Parent/Teacher
Recognition Program  VB State
 Half Day (Hours 1-4)
Conferences
 Fall Band Concert
 Math Team @
3-8 p.m.
7 p.m.
LCWM
 Half Day (Hours 5-8)

11
 Wreath Sales
 Choralfest @ MVL

12

13

 After Prom Meeting

 Chargaliers

6:30 p.m.
 History Tour
Meeting
7 p.m.
 GBB Begins

7:15 a.m.
 Board Visitation Day
7:15-3:45 p.m.
 Board of Directors
4 p.m.
 KNUJ POTW
Banquet

18

19
 BBB Begins

 Senior Trip

 2nd Quarter

26
 Classes Resume
 Faculty Meeting

7:30 a.m.
 One Hour Late Start
 Math Team @ Blue
Earth

 No School
 Choralfest @ MVL
 VB State

15
 Chargaliers 7:15 a.m

10
 Choralfest @ MVL
 FB State
 VB State

16

17

 Student Council

 Spirit of MVL

12 p.m.
 Wreath Delivery

 Spirit of MVL Gala

Recognition 4 p.m.
5 p.m.
 FB State

20

21
 Thanksgiving break
 No School

Midterms
 Chargaliers
7:15 a.m.

25

14

9

27

22
 Thanksgiving break
 No School
 Office Closed

28

23
 Thanksgiving break
 No School
 Office Closed

29

 Chargaliers

 Regional 2A

7:15 a.m.
 GBB @ LCWM
4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m.

Leadership
Conference @ LSH
 GBB v JWP
4:45, 6, 7:30 p.m.

24
 FB State

30
 Student Council

12 p.m.
 BBB @ MCW

4:45, 6, 7 p.m.

Training students for Christian lives
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