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Faith
and Confidence
Minnesota Valley Lutheran
High School uses God’s Word
in a Christ-centered education
to assist families in training
students for Christian lives on
earth and for eternity.
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Think about the word “Faith.”
There’s quite a responsibility
connected with that word, isn’t
there? When someone tells us
that they have faith in us, we
want to make sure that we
don’t let them down. Whether
that’s a coach telling a player
about to go to the free throw
line or a boss laying out
goals for an employee, that
word implies trust and a level
of expectations.
The second of the three parts
of our school year theme this
year is “Faith.” The Bible

secondary education at MVL
and enroll their teens. What
an incredible responsibility,
but even more so, a wonderful
opportunity. Here at MVL, we
can share Jesus with these
students every day. They sit
at the feet of Christian
teachers who believe as they
do. They’re surrounded by
Christian classmates who
support them as they grow,
but challenge them, too, to let
their light shine.
As Christians, we are sure of
heaven – what we hope for –

REGISTRAR &
TECHNOLOGY COORDINATOR
Heath Dobberpuhl

“Faith is being sure about what we hope for,

GUIDANCE COUNSELOR
Deneal Sperle

being convinced about things we do not see.”

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sarah Grams
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Deborah Kuck
MISSION ADVANCEMENT
COORDINATOR
Valerie Holzhueter
MISSION ADVANCEMENT
ASSISTANT
Kristin Matzke

Contact MVL at
507.354.6851 or mvl.org
To receive HiLites by mail or to change
your subscription, please contact
Kristin Matzke, 507.233.8662 or
kmatzke@mvlhs.org.

2 mvl.org

passage that most often comes
to mind when I hear the word
“faith” is Hebrews 11:1:

Faith is being sure about
what we hope for, being
convinced about things
we do not see. (EHV)
Faith is a form of confidence.
Despite my best efforts, even
though you have faith in me to
succeed, there will be times
when I will stumble and not
live up to those expectations.
Isn’t that the same for all of us?
Having faith can also be a
humbling experience. Each
year, parents proclaim their
faith in a Christ-centered

and are convinced or confident
in what we do not see – God
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The world may laugh at us, but
we carry on with our life’s goal
of remaining faithful to our
Lord and of sharing the good
news of our Savior. That’s faith.
That’s the message that we
want to pass on to the next
generation of Christian leaders
who walk into MVL every day.
Continue to pray that parents
realize the importance of a
Christian secondary education
and choose to send their teens
to MVL.

Tim Plath
MVLHS Principal

Curriculum, Staffing and Facility Planning
for Enrollment Growth
Anticipated enrollment growth
will impact our curriculum of
the future, the number of
teachers we need and potential
facility expansion.
In February, the delegates of the
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High
School Association approved the
addition of part-time help in the
classroom next year to cover
additional sections due to a
larger freshman class.
In the coming years, we will not
only add sections to our current
classes, but we hope to grow the
number of courses we do offer.
This past fall, our Board of
Directors approved a facility
needs analysis conducted by
Oleson+Hobbie Architects from
Mankato. To date, the company

has met with faculty and staff;
the Board of Directors; and a
representative group of parents,
alumni and association members.
They also conducted a complete
walkthrough of the facility to
measure classrooms and
usable areas.
Within the coming weeks,
Oleson+Hobbie will provide
us with their conclusions
regarding our current use and
potential future expansion.
Once we’ve received their
report, then a feasibility study
may be considered.
The feasibility study will provide
us with information as to how
much of a building project we can
afford as our enrollment grows.
At that point, the Board will bring
recommendations to the

association delegates regarding
the next steps.
Please continue to pray that God
blesses our efforts as we plan for
the future!

Booster Club Auction
The annual Booster Club Auction
was held at MVL on Sunday,
March 18. The event ended with
almost $20,000 raised for the
Booster Club wish list, which
supports special items for MVL’s
co-curricular programs.
More than 90 percent of
MVL students participate in a
co-curricular activity throughout
the school year. With events

like the Booster Club Auction,
these students are able to
enjoy the “extras” of their high
school experience.
The Booster Club includes all the
parents of MVL students, as well
as other interested individuals.
Thank you to this year’s donors,
volunteers, and bidders for a
successful event!
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Connecting with
the MVL Community
Each spring, Jim Buboltz visits the
grade schools of the MVL
Association. These visits are an
opportunity for grade school
students to learn about MVL
and to interact directly with
current MVL students. It also
fosters greater connection within
and amongst MVL and its
broader community.
Just last spring, Lydia Hartwig
(Peace - North Mankato),
Nadine Clobes (Emanuel Wellington), and Grace Bauer
(St. John’s - New Ulm) —pictured
left to right on the cover photo—
were students at three different
grade schools.
Today, as MVL freshmen, they are
gaining new friends and taking on
new academic and co-curricular
opportunities. Most importantly,
these students are growing in
their faith.

Lydia commented, “Not only do
we attend chapel daily, but also
every subject here is taught in
the light of God’s Word.” Nadine
added, “It’s great to be able to
go to school every day with
people who believe the same
thing as you.” Grace concluded,
“MVL is one of the best decisions
I’ve ever made.”
On his visits, Mr. Buboltz is
able to take student stories like
these (and often the students

themselves) and share them with
grade school families.
Pictured above are Risen Savior
Lutheran School eighth graders
with Mr. Buboltz; Risen Savior
graduates Carter Sexton and
Dunwa Omot; and Mount Olive
Lutheran School graduates
Kyreis Harrison, Noelle Olson,
and Sarah Schwartz.
What a blessing to be with fellow
brothers and sisters in Christ!

Father-Daughter Dance
You are royally invited to the
first father-daughter dance
hosted by MVL: Tiaras & Ties!
This special event is for girls
in preschool through fifth
grade and the significant
men in their lives. Dancing,
refreshments, face painting,
tiara making, and plenty of fun
will be happening in the MVL
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gymnasium from 4:00-6:00 P.M.
on Saturday, April 14!
All girls must be accompanied
by an adult. While there is no
cover charge, freewill donations
are welcomed and appreciated.
No pre-registration is required.
Tiaras & Ties is supported by a
Thrivent Action Team.

Faithful Service
The Minnesota Valley Lutheran
High School Board, together with
the faculty and staff, invites you
to attend a celebration of
thanksgiving and joy to recognize
the anniversaries in the teaching
ministry of Mr. Jim Buboltz (25
years), Mr. Jeff Koepsell (40 years),
and Mr. Ron Wels (40 years).
Jim Buboltz
is the Dean
of Students.
He teaches
U.S. History,
Government,
and
Economics.
As part of
the U.S.
History class, he leads the juniors
on an annual History Tour. Jim is
the head football coach and
Student Council faculty advisor.

Jeff Koepsell
teaches
Doctrine,
Language
Arts, and
Practical
Christianity.
Jeff is also
the faculty
advisor for
National Honor Society.
Ron Wels is
retiring at
the end of
this school
year. His
classes are
Biology,
Physics,
Anatomy/
Physiology,
Astronomy, and Meteorology. He

also serves as the faculty advisor
for Knowledge Bowl and Drama.
Please join us in thanking God for
the faithful service of these men
on Sunday, April 22. The year-end
Sacred Concert by the MVL choirs
will begin at 7:00 P.M., followed
immediately by a reception.
Both of these events will be held
at the Chapel of the Christ on the
campus of Martin Luther College:
1995 Luther Ct, New Ulm, MN. All
are welcome to the concert and
the reception. This will be a time
for fellowship and refreshments
as we gather to share this special
occasion with Jim, Jeff, and Ron.
Congratulatory cards and letters
may be mailed to MVL to the
attention of Dr. Tim Plath.

New Chapel Furnishings
A dedication was held on
December 14 for MVL’s new
chapel furniture. Prof. Keith
Wessel, pictured, led chapel
that day for the student body.
Prof. Wessel is a 1983 graduate
of MVL, and two of his children
are currently students.
The altar and the lectern work
together as a church calendar,
utilizing artwork created by
MVL teacher Jason Jaspersen.
The panel for the appropriate

season is taken from the altar
and placed on the lectern. The
panel creates a cross on the
lectern, and the altar reveals
the name of the season.
The chapel furniture was funded
in part by a special memorial
from the Class of 1997, in
memory of their classmate
Joshua Kramer, who was taken
to his heavenly home on
September 11, 2017.
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Annual Golf Classic
& Tasting Event
The annual Golf Classic is a
pinnacle event in the year for MVL.
The purpose of the day is to
support tuition assistance for a
Christ-centered education.

Thanks to the many generous
sponsors and participants of the
2017 MVL Golf Classic, over
$19,000 was made available in
tuition assistance for MVL families
in the 2017-18 school year.
This year’s event is taking place at
the New Ulm Country Club on
Monday, July 9. You are warmly
invited to join the MVL community
for one or both parts of the day.

The $100 golf fee includes
18 holes, a cart, lunch, dinner, and
a ticket to the tasting event.
Registration and lunch will begin
at 11:00 A.M. with a shotgun start
at noon. Singles and pairs will be
grouped in foursomes prior to the
event. The $35 tasting event will
begin at 5:30 P.M., followed by a
buffet dinner and dessert for all.
Registration is open now through
June 25. Golf registration fees
after that date are $125. Register
at mvl.org/news-events/events/
golf-classic or contact Kristin
Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org or
507.233.8662.
Several sponsor levels are also
available. If your business or place
of employment is interested in the
benefits of sponsorship, please
contact Val Holzhueter at
valh@mvlhs.org or 507.233.8692.

Koiné on Campus
On January 12, the worship band
Koiné visited campus. The group
performed a short concert for
the student body, sharing their
renditions of Lutheran hymns.
They also explained the hymns'
connections to the Lutheran
seal. MVL has been celebrating
the 500th anniversary of the
Lutheran Reformation
throughout the school year,
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making this concert particularly
impactful for the students.
Koiné has a special connection
with MVL through teacher Jason
Jaspersen, who has created
artwork for the group.
As Koiné is limiting their travels
in the future, MVL is thankful
that they were able to visit with
the students.

Memorial & Honorary Gifts
The following memorial and honorary gifts were received
October 3, 2017 - March 15, 2018. Unless otherwise designated by
the donor, these types of gifts to MVL are invested in the General
Fund Endowment, which accrues earnings that are used for the
operating budget.
In memory of
Paul Bader
$ 25.00
June Bayerkohler
$ 20.00
Walter & Elviera Becker $ 10.00
John & Olga Bentz
$ 10.00
Gerry Biedenbender $ 210.00
William Brei
$ 30.00
Elsie Buehner
$ 100.00
Sheryl Carroll
$ 25.00
Georgia Carthey
$ 500.00
Mildred Cordes
$ 25.00
Eldora Dittbenner
$ 205.00
David Fischer
$ 50.00
Harold Fischer
$ 50.00
Jeff Fischer
$ 50.00
Irma Flitter
$ 100.00
Wanda Gieseke
$ 20.00
Bernard Glienke
$ 20.00
Alice Groehler
$ 25.00
Waldine Guth
$ 10.00
Evelyn Hahnke
$ 775.00
Ted Hartwig
$ 35.00
Myron Johnson
$ 20.00
Connie Jones
$ 45.00
Joshua Kramer
$ 260.00
Arnold Koelpin
$ 225.00
Karen Koestler
$ 25.00
Jone Lenz
$ 25.00
Mike Leopold
$ 520.00
Harold Luepke
$ 20.00
Margaret Mages
$ 20.00
Lois Marotz
$1,600.00
Don Meier
$ 25.00
Bertha Neubarth
$ 75.00

Mavis Nommensen
Norman Ohland
Madelynne Orth
Alex Pitcher
Edgar Poehler
Lillian Rasmussen
Vernon Roemhildt
Annasonia Rose
Alice Rosenau
Duane Shult
Robert Stoltz
Lorraine Struck
Ted Thorson
Bob Trebelhorn
Don Vergin
Joseph Wallschlaeger
Howard Wessel
Roy Wilking
Sis Yackel

$ 50.00
$ 100.00
$ 10.00
$ 30.00
$ 200.00
$ 15.00
$ 95.00
$ 5.00
$ 10.00
$ 25.00
$ 65.00
$ 235.00
$ 100.00
$ 245.00
$ 50.00
$ 10.00
$ 25.00
$ 5.00
$ 40.00

In honor of
Jon Enter
Dennis Jaspersen
Perry Meyer
Mark & Vivian Smith

$ 100.00
$ 20.00
$ 100.00
$ 100.00

MVL ASSOCIATION
CHURCHES
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Arlington, Minnesota
Courtland Lutheran Church
Courtland, Minnesota
St. John Lutheran Church
Fairfax, Minnesota
Norwegian Grove Lutheran Church
Gaylord, Minnesota
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Gibbon, Minnesota
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota
St. Mark Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota
Zion Lutheran Church
Morgan, Minnesota
St. John’s Lutheran Church
New Ulm, Minnesota
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
New Ulm, Minnesota

Zion Lutheran Church
New Ulm, Minnesota
Trinity Lutheran Church
Nicollet, Minnesota
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
North Mankato, Minnesota
Peace Lutheran Church
North Mankato, Minnesota
St. John Lutheran Church
Redwood Falls, Minnesota
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
St. James, Minnesota
Norseland Lutheran Church
St. Peter, Minnesota
St. Peter Lutheran Church
St. Peter, Minnesota
Zion Lutheran Church
Sanborn, Minnesota
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota
Zion Lutheran Church
Winthrop, Minnesota
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Looking Down the Road
at Highway 14 Construction
This spring, the construction of
the Highways 14 and 15
interchange will begin. While this
construction won’t have a direct
impact on Minnesota Valley
Lutheran High School, some of our
bus routes and daily driving plans
for our students and parents will
be affected. As we get closer to
any potential changes or detours,
we will make every effort to keep
everyone informed.
The greater impact of Highway 14
construction will be when the
actual road is widened to four
lanes. While we don’t know when
that construction will actually

occur, there has been a greater
effort in the last several months to
keep this project moving forward.
A task force was appointed with
representatives of Nicollet County,
New Ulm and Courtland, including
MVL principal Tim Plath. This task
force has been meeting diligently
over the last several months to
prepare plans for the highway
expansion so that when funding
becomes available on the state
level, the project can commence
as soon as possible.
The accompanying photo shows
how people will have access to

MVL when the Highway 14
construction is complete. MnDOT
and the Task Force have
determined that this type of
access would be the safest for
those who are coming to and
leaving from MVL.
No decisions have been made
regarding the changes for
Highway 14. We don’t know when
the state will fund such a project.
Continue to pray that the state will
soon find funding to complete the
Highway 14 expansion.

