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At some point in our religious
training, we’ve learned that
grace is God’s undeserved love.
As I reflect on the ministry of
Minnesota Valley Lutheran
High School, we can certainly
point to God’s undeserved love
that has been showered on us.

last remaining member loan
be paid off. MVL is now debt
free! What a special blessing
this is, especially when we
consider that we were carrying
$1.8 million in debt in January
2009. Through God’s grace,
MVL has no more debt!

Enrollment Picture and
Its Impact
We have been blessed with an
enrollment of 197 students
again this year. We anticipate
our enrollment to begin its
ascent next year and are

Faithful Service
God has blessed us with a
faithful faculty and staff. Of
that, there is no doubt. This
year, we will recognize 25 years
of service for Jim Buboltz and
40 years of service for Jeff
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considering an enrollment
in the neighborhood of 205
students. We are still projecting
that our enrollment will be
greater than 250 students
by 2023-24. What impact will
this increased enrollment have
on our needs for additional
faculty members? Is a building
project a possibility for the
future? What would that
addition look like? Can we
afford to build an addition?
Those are all questions our
Board will be addressing
this year.
Debt Free!
On August 21, our Board of
Directors determined that the

Koepsell and Ron Wels.
Mr. Wels has announced his
retirement effective at the end
of June 2018. By God’s grace,
He has allowed these men to
serve in the teaching ministry
and for many years at MVL. We
will recognize their service on
Sunday, April 22, as part of the
End of the Year Sacred Concert
at Martin Luther College.
These are just a few of the
examples in which we’ve been
recipients of God’s grace.
Please join me in thanking
God for his goodness to our
MVL family!

Tim Plath
MVLHS Principal

Good Enough...
by Grace Alone
“Is it good enough?” That

question has existed since Satan
lured Adam and Eve into
doubting whether the perfect
relationship they enjoyed with a
holy God was “enough.”
From a worldly viewpoint, the
“enough” questions seem to never
end: from our careers and bank
accounts to our social standing
and our children’s achievements.
When it comes to spiritual “good
enough” questions, Satan can
easily box us in regardless of our
answer. “Yes,” and we’re tempted
to become full of Pharisaical
self-righteousness. “No,” and
Satan delights in driving us to
despair as we contemplate a holy
and righteous God.
Thanks be to God we know we are
good enough...by grace. “For by
grace are you saved, through
faith” the Spirit proclaims to us in

Ephesians. It was this “Favor Dei,”
the favor of God unearned by
sinful humans, which formed the
heart of the Reformation. It is this
undeserved love which reminds us
that God has given us all we need.
Now, close your eyes for a
moment and remember your
teenage years. What “good
enough” questions haunted you?
Not cool enough, stylish enough,
accepted enough, pretty enough,
athletic enough, musical enough,
smart enough?
Today’s teens face the same
haunting doubts. Through the
influence of movies, television,
and social media, they are
continually tempted to believe
what they have can never be
enough. The temptation to believe
salvation and happiness rely on
their own efforts, or the
temptation to despair over their
sins and inadequacies.

That’s why “grace alone” is at the
heart of the message proclaimed
to MVL students daily. It’s the very
reason MVL exists: to assist
parents in training their children
for Christian lives on earth and
for eternity.
It is grace, and grace alone, that
moves the hearts of fellow
Christians to give generously so
young people they’ve never met
can hear the message of “good
enough by grace alone.” It is
grace, and grace alone, which
inspires Christians to encourage
fellow Christians to excel in the
grace of giving. It is grace, and
grace alone, which will lead us to
our heavenly home.
Good enough? By God’s grace,
always!

National Merit Semifinalists
Blake Fosburgh and Anna
Natrakul, both members of
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in
Mankato, are semifinalists in
the 2018 National Merit®
Scholarship Program. The
program honors individual
students who show
exceptional academic ability
and potential for success in
rigorous college studies.

Blake and Anna are among
16,000 high school seniors
nationwide who now have an
opportunity to continue in the
competition for some 7,500
National Merit Scholarships
worth more than $32 million
that will be offered next spring.
Congratulations to these
students as they continue to
use their God-given talents!
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Spirit of MVL
Recognition Reception
MVL is blessed to have a great
number of people in our family,
all with a heart for Christian
education. The Spirit of MVL
events are designed to bring this
family together in thanksgiving.
This special evening is being held
on Saturday, November 18 at the
Best Western Conference Center
in New Ulm, and you are invited!

The Recognition Reception begins
at 4:00 P.M. with complimentary
hors d’oeuvres, a silent auction,
and a recognition of this year’s
recipients: Jon Enter, Mark and
Vivian Smith, and Perry Meyer.

Jon Enter
Pastor Jon Enter graduated from

MVL in 1996. Jon had plans of
studying to be a doctor, until he
attended the International Youth
Rally in Estes Park in 1994. The
messages he heard while at the
rally guided him instead into
service as a pastor. When he
graduated from Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary in 2004, he
hoped to become a youth pastor.
Jon’s enthusiasm, never-ending
energy, and ability to share God’s
Word has been instrumental in
growing the youth members from
1 to 70 in the thirteen years he
has been pastor of Hope Lutheran
Church in West Palm Beach, FL.
Jon does not limit his involvement
to the youth of his congregation.
He has begun new youth camps in
Orlando, helped reignite
attendance at other youth camps,
been keynote speaker for the

National Youth Rally, and helped
build a National Youth Program
for the WELS, called Transformed:
Equipping Youth Leaders.
Neither does he limit his ministry
to youth. Jon is also one of the
pastors doing work for the video
ministry Time of Grace.
Jon and his wife, Debbie, have four
children and reside in West Palm
Beach, FL.

Spirit of MVL Gala
The fifth annual Spirit of MVL
Gala will begin at 5:00 P.M. after
the Recognition Reception on
Saturday, November 18 at the
Best Western Conference Center
in New Ulm.
The night includes dinner and a
live auction, with high-quality
handmade items, special
experiences, and much more.
This year’s keynote speaker is
Peter Bloedel, professor at
Bethany Lutheran College and
MVL parent.
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The main focus of the evening,
of course, is raising funds for
classroom technology and for
the MVL Partnership Fund.

Tickets are $50 per guest, or
$300 for a table of eight. Reserve
yours now by contacting Val
Holzhueter, valh@mvlhs.org or
507.233.8692, or online at
mvl.org/news-events.
Come be a part of this exciting
night and support MVL’s mission
of training students for
Christian lives!

Mark and Vivian Smith
Mark and Vivian Smith were MVL
parents from 2002-2013 while
their three children, Jordan (’06),
Brandon (‘09) and Shelby (’13),
were students. During these years,
they enjoyed volunteering and
being involved parents.
Mark and Vivian were very
involved with the annual Booster
Club Auction and led as co-chairs
from 2007-2012. Their passionate
leadership helped bring a steady
increase in profits each year.
When they began, profits were
$38,000, and when they retired,
profits had reached $75,000.
Each year that their sons played
football, they assisted with the
planning for an end-of-season
football banquet. For five of those
seasons the banquet was held at
their place of business, North Star
Aviation in Mankato. During this

more than one fundraising effort
to purchase much needed
football equipment.
Even though the last of their
children graduated four years ago,
Mark and Vivian have remained
close to the MVL scene. They are
seen at many events, including
MVL Christmas and Easter
concerts, occasionally football and
basketball games, and always the
MVL Golf Classic.
Mark had a dream that one day
MVL would hold a significant
fundraising activity. His dream
came to fruition five years ago
with the inception of the Spirit of
MVL Gala that follows the Spirit of
MVL Recognition Reception. The
school and its students continue
to benefit from that dream, as
Gala attendees throughout the
past four years have provided
over $135,000 in support to MVL.
Mark and Vivian have certainly
been wonderful examples of going
above and beyond in support of
Christian education at MVL.
Perry Meyer
Perry Meyer has brought
dedication, integrity, and loyalty to
his volunteer efforts for MVL.

annual banquet, Mark would show
a video he made from the
highlights of every game he
personally recorded during the
season. He continued this
tradition through Brandon’s
basketball seasons. Both Vivian
and Mark had a passion for MVL
that also inspired them to lead

Perry’s MVL journey began in
1993, continued throughout the
years his four daughters—
Jody (‘97), Melissa (‘02), Angie (‘04),
and Gina (‘07)—were students,
and still continues today.
Perry was voted onto the MVL
Foundation Board in 2007, serving
in various roles, including
President from 2011-2015.

Perry has also served as a Director
for New Ulm Telecom since 1995.
His Christian leadership skills
propelled him into the office of
Chairman of the Board, which he
has held since 2015. In December
2014, Perry was elected to the
Board of CHS Inc., the nation's
leading farmer-owned cooperative
and a global energy, grains and
foods company.
Perry and his wife, LouAnn,
continue to lead humble, faithful
lives in New Ulm.
A Spirit for MVL
Please join the MVL family in
thanking these individuals for
using their time, talents, and
treasures to the glory of God and
to the benefit of Christ-centered
education. Soli Deo Gloria!

The Spirit of MVL Reception is a
complimentary event and all are
welcome to attend. To register
your attendance or for more
information, please contact
Mission Advancement Coordinator
Val Holzhueter at valh@mvlhs.org
or 507.233.8692, or visit the
website at mvl.org/news-events.
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Home Sweet
Homecoming
Students enjoyed Homecoming
festivities throughout the last
week in September, culminating in
the football game against United
South Central High School on
Friday night at Johnson Field in
New Ulm.

of refreshments, Bingo, door
prizes, and mingling!
MVL Foundation Treasurer David
Luepke (‘07) presented a check of
$101,000, accepted on behalf of
the student body by Magdala
Diersen and Isaiah Koepsell
during halftime of the game.

The MVL Foundation is an
endowment fund managed to
generate investment income,
which is used for tuition
assistance. Over the past 30 years,
Homecoming King and Queen
were crowned at halftime.
Members of the Homecoming
court were Matt Stein, Kaelyn
Johnson, Matthias Borgwardt,
Anna Natrakul, Myles Merseth,
Sarah Dinse, Isaiah Koepsell (king),
Magdala Diersen (queen), Jacob
Kiecker, Haley Birkholz, Blake
Fosburgh, and Sarah Schwartz.

Minneopa Golf Club is owned by
an MVL family and generously
offered to be the host for this
inaugural event.
The evening’s weather was ideal,
and eighteen alumni and friends
came out for a casual dinner and
nine holes of night golf.

the MVL Foundation has been able
to provide over $900,000 in tuition
assistance to MVL families.
New this year was the Golf
Extravaganza at Minneopa Golf
Club in Mankato on Saturday,
September 30.
The evening ended in a dance for
the students, followed by bringing
back an old tradition—the lighting
of the Charger bolt.
Meanwhile, alumni, parents, and
MVL fans of all ages gathered at
the New Ulm Community Center
for the post-game social. The MVL
Alumni Association hosts this free
event annually. It was a fun night
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Most of these attendees had not
experienced glow-in-the-dark
golf before, but they are all up for
the challenge again.
MVL teacher and alumnus Jon
Hermanson (‘00) commented,
“It was a wonderful event. I
enjoyed spending time with old
friends and new while trying
out an interesting version of golf.
I think I might even like it more
than regular golf!”

MVL ASSOCIATION
CHURCHES

In Loving Memory
The following memorials were received July 1 - October 2, 2017.
Unless otherwise designated, memorial gifts to MVL are invested
in the General Fund Endowment, which accrues earnings that are
used for the operating budget.
Bert Bode
Agnes Boelter
Edwin Bruns
Carla Eckstrand
Joyce Engel
Mark Forbrook
Joan Freyholtz
Erma Hamann
Jean Johnson
Joshua Kramer
Roween Lundholm
Darlene Martens
Alice Otto
Charles Paa
Walter Pehling
Phyllis Rolloff
Vernon Rosenau
Alvin Schroeder
Robert Steffen
Eleanor Stelmark
Lorraine Struck

$ 20.00
$ 45.00
$ 60.00
$ 10.00
$ 10.00
$ 15.00
$ 250.00
$ 10.00
$ 20.00
$ 550.00
$ 10.00
$ 45.00
$ 30.00
$ 10.00
$ 60.00
$ 20.00
$ 25.00
$ 25.00
$ 190.00
$ 895.00
$ 30.00

Gloria Sturm
Leonard Tietz
Floyd Tungsvik
Ken Weber
Valeria Weindorf
Lyle Wichmann
James Wilking
Harold Wolle

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

5.00
5.00
50.00
20.00
25.00
25.00
10.00
10.00

On the Cover
Myron Fluegge attends class with his grandson Teddy Giefer (’20)
at Grandparents’ Day, held on September 21 and 22. Myron and
his wife, TJ, were two of the more than 200 grandparents who
visited campus to experience student life at MVL.
Myron and TJ noted, “We love and support our grandson and are
interested in him and his school. Grandparents’ Day gave us a
flavor of what a school day is like. We learned some new things
in class, attending chapel together shows unity in the faith, and
eating a delicious lunch was a delicious bonus! The day was an
easy, enjoyable way to show our grandson and his family that we
support Christian education.”

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Arlington, Minnesota
Courtland Lutheran Church
Courtland, Minnesota
St. John Lutheran Church
Fairfax, Minnesota
Norwegian Grove Lutheran Church
Gaylord, Minnesota

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Gibbon, Minnesota
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota
St. Mark Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota
Zion Lutheran Church
Morgan, Minnesota
St. John’s Lutheran Church
New Ulm, Minnesota
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
New Ulm, Minnesota
Zion Lutheran Church
New Ulm, Minnesota
Trinity Lutheran Church
Nicollet, Minnesota
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
North Mankato, Minnesota
Peace Lutheran Church
North Mankato, Minnesota
St. John Lutheran Church
Redwood Falls, Minnesota

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
St. James, Minnesota
Norseland Lutheran Church
St. Peter, Minnesota
St. Peter Lutheran Church
St. Peter, Minnesota
Zion Lutheran Church
Sanborn, Minnesota
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota
Zion Lutheran Church
Winthrop, Minnesota
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Unexpected Opportunities
for Christian Stewardship
MVL is able to offer Christian
education through a unique
“Partnership for Christian
Lives” with support from
current families, Association
congregations, and individual
donors. Without these three
vital components, MVL would
not be sustainable.

match for all gifts to the MVL

Partnership Fund through the end
of December.
The Partnership Fund exists to
complete the educational costs for
students. Now is an exciting time
to double the impact of every gift
of any size.
Other opportunities to support
can be as simple as doing your
regular shopping.

To encourage fellow Christians, a
group of passionate supporters
have created a dollar-to-dollar

MVL recently registered as an
eligible organization in the

AmazonSmile program. It is an
easy and automatic way to
support MVL every time you shop,
at no cost to you. When you shop
at smile.amazon.com, you will
find the same prices, selection,
and experience as amazon.com,
with the added bonus that
Amazon will donate a portion of
the purchase price.
Contact MVL’s Mission
Advancement Office for more
information about these and
other opportunities to support
Christian education.

