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To receive HiLites by mail or to change  

your subscription, please contact  

Kristin Matzke, 507.233.8662 or 

kmatzke@mvlhs.org. 

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High 
School uses God’s Word in a  
Christ-centered education to assist 
families in training students for 
Christian lives on earth and  
for eternity.  
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Each year, Minnesota Valley 

Lutheran High School has a 

theme for its school year. Our 

theme this year is “Grow in 

Grace” and it’s based on the 

text from 2 Peter 3:18:  

“But grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and  

Savior Jesus Christ.” 
 

It is our hope and prayer that 

our students, as well as our    

faculty and staff, will learn 

more about Jesus, their Savior, 

and have a greater appreciation 

for the undeserved love our   

Father, through Jesus, has     

lavished on us. 
 

As the year progresses, I have 

many opportunities to observe 

behaviors of teachers, support 

staff, and students. I see them 

in the classroom setting, at 

lunch, in chapel, and at            

co-curricular events. I watch 

faculty and staff interact with 

our students. I see students   

interact with each other. As I 

observe, I ask myself, “Are 

there outward signs that they 

are growing in grace?” 
 

I am happy to respond to that 

question in the affirmative.  

Whether it’s a student helping 

another who is on crutches or 

including another student in a 

lunch conversation, we see  

examples each day of the ways 

in which our students are     

letting their light shine and 

growing in grace. 

 

Yet, it’s not just our students.  

I’ve watched this year with 

great thankfulness the many 

times our faculty and staff     

respond to our students in     

loving ways that set such good 

examples for our students.  

Maybe it’s the teacher who 

spends the extra time working 

with a student who needs help 

in class. Perhaps it’s the    

friendly smile and encouraging 

word from one of our support 

staff members. I have watched 

our faculty spend time and    

energy discussing, planning, 

and carrying out ways in which    

students can receive extra help. 

The adults that are here at MVL 

each day are wonderful role 

models for our young people. 
 

I can confidently say that, with 

our Lord’s guidance, our MVL 

is growing in grace this year.  

There are times when all of us 

stumble and show our sinful 

human nature. Whether it’s 

adult or teenager, we ask for 

forgiveness and look to our  

Savior on the cross for           

salvation. What a blessing it is 

that we can “Grow in Grace.” 

Tim Plath 

MVLHS Principal 

GROWING IN GRACE  
AS A CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
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I’m not much of a pop culture  

devotee but recent headlines that 

Joni Sledge died caught my eye. 

For those of you unfamiliar with 

late ’70s/early ’80s pop music, 

Joni was one of four sisters who 

formed the group “Sister Sledge.” 

Their Top 10 celebration of the 

closeness and blessings of family, 

“We Are Family,” became the 

theme song for the 1979 World 

Series Champion Pittsburgh      

Pirates and has been played at 

countless weddings and family 

gatherings for almost 40 years. 
 

So, how do you get from Joni 

Sledge to an article in a HiLites 

edition with the theme “Growing 

in Grace as a Christian Family”? 
 

Several years ago I was having a 

discussion with a woman who was 

looking for a different high school 

experience for her daughter. One 

day, as I made yet another “pitch” 

for taking a look at MVL, she 

looked at me and said, “Jim, I cut 

hair for a living; how could I     

ever afford to send my daughter    

to MVL?” 

 

When I informed her financial 

support was available for her 

daughter due to the generosity of 

individuals who willingly give 

gifts so children not their own can 

afford to attend MVL, the look of 

incredulity on her face was a  

humbling reminder of how        

incomprehensible is the love of 

Christ that binds our hearts in 

Christian love. 
 

Put simply, because Christ’s love 

compels us, we no longer live for 

ourselves but for Him who died   

for us.  
 

Over the years, that love has   

compelled members of MVL’s 

family to give generously so      

that young people are able to    

daily sit at Jesus’ feet. Some yearn        

to hold down tuition costs by    

contributing to the Partnership 

Fund, established to bridge the  

gap between tuition and actual 

costs; others desire to help        

students who need additional    

financial assistance and give   

Spirit-filled gifts to MVL’s       

Tuition Assistance Program. 

 

While these are spiritual gifts   

given by members of the body     

of Christ out of love for their    

Savior, they have a real-world   

impact on the MVL family. This 

year, 89 students received from   

the MVL Foundation and          

individuals over $155,000 in direct 

financial assistance to defray their 

tuition costs.  
 

The Partnership Fund, meanwhile, 

is on track to           

complete the 

funding for 

150 MVL students this current 

school year. With a $25,000 

matching pool established by  

Spirit-led donors that matches  

dollar-for-dollar gifts given to the 

Partnership Fund in 2017, the   

goal is to complete funding for all 

MVL students during the 2017-18 

school year. 
 

Family? Thanks be to God that 

through the perfect love of Christ 

we are, indeed! Soli Deo Gloria! 

WE ARE FAMILY 

Jim Hahn 
Director of Mission Advancement 

Pictured on the front cover:  

Allan & Ellen Mueller’s 50th anniversary celebration with their children. Turn the page to read about their MVL story! 

MVL deeply thanks Jerry Bentz   

and John Mielke for their service   

on the MVL Foundation Board.  
 

Jerry served since the Foundation’s 

inception in 1986. John served as 

Treasurer for 18 years. 

God’s blessings to these selfless 

individuals as they retire from     

the board! 

RETIRING BOARD MEMBERS 

Mielke Bentz 
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Allan and Ellen Mueller, recipients 

of the Spirit of MVL award           

in 2010, celebrated their 50th  

wedding anniversary this year with 

all eleven of their children, ten of 

whom graduated from MVL. 
 

Allan and Ellen never beat around 

the bush when it comes to their  

beliefs about Christian education. 

For them, it was their duty to give 

their children an education that 

centered on God’s Word. 
 

Today, Allan and Ellen’s       

grandchildren are receiving the 

blessings of that foundation. 

 

THE PAST: ELLEN’S STORY 

Allan grew up in Arlington, MN, 

where he went to St. Paul’s        

Lutheran Church and School. I 

grew up in Caledonia, MN, where I 

went to St. John’s Lutheran Church 

and School; I also graduated from 

(D)MLC. Christian education was 

simply a way of life for us. 
 

We joined Mt. Olive in Mankato so 

that our children could attend a 

Christian Day School. We knew 

our children would go from        

Mt. Olive to MVL. We wanted our 

kids in a school where God’s Word 

was the basis for all learning and 

beyond that where the emphasis 

would be heavy on academics. 
 

Allan worked for MnDOT where 

he was the supervisor of the      

District Laboratory for 47 ½ years. 

I did Licensed Day Care days, 

nights, and weekends. We did extra 

things like deliver the local paper 

for five years and I worked at the 

grocery store for six or seven years 

in the evenings. Basically, we just 

had faith that this would work 

and was the thing to do. 
 

Our first child entered MVL the 

fall of 1985 and the last one     

graduated in May 2007. Four of 

those years we had three children 

at MVL at one time. 
 

If we had to do it over, would we? 

Oh, yes, we would. There is no 

question about that. Looking back, 

we view the MVL tuition as the 

best money we ever spent. 
 

Yes, we see benefits. Our kids have 

remained faithful to our church. 

We like to think the kids have 

strong work ethics and a strong 

sense of family, faith, and values. 
 

We encourage people to remember 

the high school years end and     

the tuition payments end. The 

Christian training, morals,      

friendships, and ethics won’t end.  
 

The only thing from earth you 

can take along to heaven is your 

children—we felt a responsibility 

to prepare them, especially in    

today’s world. 

 

Allan and grandson Jacob (’17) at 

Grandparents’ Day 2016 

 

THE PRESENT: KIM’S STORY 

Jonathan and Kimberly (Peterson)

Mueller graduated with the Class 

of 1992. Now, their daughter is      

a 2012 alumna and their son is      

a senior. 
 

As we wanted our children to grow 

in their faith and become closer 

to Christ, we decided to send 

them to MVL. We feel very       

fortunate and blessed that we were 

able make this happen. Like her 

parents, our daughter, Emily, met 

her fiancé, Brian Knepprath (’12), 

at MVL. 

THE VALUE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION… 
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THE FUTURE: SUE’S STORY 

Susan (Mueller) Hamen graduated 

with the Class of 1994. She       

reflected on her own education 

and the one she and her husband, 

Ryan, want for their children. 

Nearly three decades have passed 

since I first walked the halls of 

MVL as a student. I remember so 

much laughter, so much joy. We 

students supported each other, 

made the very best of long drives, 

and made lifelong friendships with 

kids scattered across our south 

central Minnesota region.  

I still count many of my MVL 

friends as my very best friends. 

We stay in touch, we get together, 

we chat and reminisce while 

watching our kids play against 

each other on the basketball court. 

I’ve noticed that as the years pass, 

these people remain my go-to  

people when God presents       

challenges and obstacles in my 

life. Their advice and words of 

support do not waiver. They have 

the same Christian foundation 

they had when we were young. It’s 

only been enhanced to include 

years of life experience.  

I never doubted throughout my 

four years at MVL that I was    

receiving a superior education. 

More was expected of us, and a 

higher level of commitment was 

given by the teachers. I knew they 

truly cared about my education, 

and I was pushed and encouraged 

to be the best academic version of 

myself that I could be. I entered 

Mankato State University not only 

prepared for college, but also    

realizing that I was better equipped 

to handle the rigorous load of   

college study than many of        

my classmates.  
 

My daughter, Maggie, is in the 

home stretch of her 7th grade year 

at Trinity in Belle Plaine. My   

husband and I have had long talks 

about how to make our schedules 

and lives work so that she and our 

son, Jack, can attend MVL, nearly 

an hour away. It’s a priority for  

us. It will require a financial         

commitment, a time commitment, 

and personal sacrifice from each 

member of our family. But it’s not 

a question for us. My parents  

treated tuition payments as a 

necessary expense, like the  

mortgage payment or the electric 

bill. They wanted more for their 

children than public school could 

offer and set out on a journey that 

spanned from 1985-2007. If God 

saw them through that, I have faith 

He can get us through six years.   
 

In the last few years, Maggie has 

gotten to know and has become 

friends with the daughters of some 

of my MVL friends from New 

Ulm, Mankato, Nicollet, and    

other surrounding member church 

towns. These girls and their     

families have opened their hearts 

and homes to Maggie and have 

invited her to play on summer  

basketball teams so she can get to 

know her future classmates. I’m 

humbled by their generosity and 

willingness to help us in any way 

they can so that Maggie can not 

only make the commute to New 

Ulm, but also feel welcome when 

she enters MVL as a freshman. 

Classmates of my older brothers 

have stepped up and offered to 

help with rides and transportation. 

Some don't even know me        

personally, just see the red hair 

and know that I'm "Dave's little 

sister." It reminds me that at MVL, 

we’re all one big family, doing 

whatever it takes to support a 

Christian high school education 

for these kids. It’s truly inspiring. 
 

The high school years are critical 

ones. While experiencing all the 

fun those years can be, kids also 

go through growth periods of    

self-discovery, peer pressure, and 

temptation. Ryan and I find      

comfort that our kids will be     

experiencing all of it, the good  

and the bad, with kids who have 

been raised with the same moral 

foundation and faith.  

...FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION 
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FUTURE FRESHMEN THEN, MVL SENIORS NOW 
 

In the fall of 2012, some of the senior class of 2017 visited MVL for their Future Freshmen Day. Four and      

a half years later, the senior class is looking forward to starting a new chapter in their lives. Here are a few 

picture recreations, coordinated and created by MVL students, from the senior class’s Future Freshmen Day. 

Samuel Boeder, Joel Koelpin, & Callahan Diersen (St. John-New Ulm) 

Lydia Petersen (Mt. Olive-Mankato) 

Sam Dose (’13) / Stephanie Dose (’19) (St. John-New Ulm)  
& A.J. Buboltz (St. Paul-New Ulm) 

Kyle Buch & Ian Overn (Mt. Olive-Mankato) 

Alec Gratz & Jacob Mueller 
(Mt. Olive-Mankato) 

with Señor John Gunderson 

Ryan Wendland  
(St. Paul-Arlington) 



MVL ASSOCIATION 
CHURCHES 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Arlington, Minnesota 

Courtland Lutheran Church 
Courtland, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Fairfax, Minnesota 

Norwegian Grove Lutheran Church 
Gaylord, Minnesota  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Gibbon, Minnesota 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Morgan, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
New Ulm, Minnesota  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Nicollet, Minnesota  

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

Peace Lutheran Church 
North Mankato, Minnesota  

St. John Lutheran Church 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota 

 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 

St. James, Minnesota  

Norseland Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota  

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
St. Peter, Minnesota 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Sanborn, Minnesota 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Winthrop, Minnesota 
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Marella Larson $     10.00 

Norma Lecy $     10.00 

Evelyn Lieske $     25.00 

David Lindemann $     30.00 

W.J. “Bud” Loeschen $1,000.00 

Lois Majeski $     25.00 

Elden Malott $     20.00 

Irene Miest $     30.00 

David Morgan $     45.00 

Eldor Nelson $     30.00 

Betty Oelkers $     60.00 

Edgar Poehler $   200.00 

Harold Richter $       5.00 

Ilo Riebe $     20.00 

June Ring $     10.00 

Lloyd Sabatka $     25.00 

Esther Schmidt $   100.00 

Lois Schroeder $     20.00 

Louise Sexton $     20.00 

Duane Shult $     20.00 

Elsie Starke $     20.00 

Lucille Stolt $     55.00 

Charles Tessmer $     20.00 

Larry Tomes $   320.00 

Herb Traub $     20.00 

Howard Wessel $   635.00 

Beverly Wischstadt $     10.00 

Eleanor Witt $     20.00 

Eunice Zimanski $     25.00 

Arlo Zimmer $     10.00 

Elaine Zimmerman $     25.00 

Donald Becke   $       5.00 

Walter & Elviera 

      Becker   $     20.00 

John & Olga Bentz   $     20.00 

Donna Black $     15.00 

Hertha Block   $       5.00 

Calvin Bode $     15.00 

Marc Bode $     30.00 

William Brinkman, Jr. $     15.00 

Vernon Dehn $     35.00 

Virginia Dill $       5.00 

Ron Ellevold $     10.00 

Harold, David, & 

      Jeff Fischer   $   150.00 

Delores Gehrke $     20.00 

Doris Glaser-Hilbert $     10.00 

Marian Gluth $     10.00 

Bill Goebel $     50.00 

Shirley Grams $     10.00 

Charles Grossmann $     20.00 

Shirley Hagen $     20.00 

Bob Hardel $     10.00 

Carol Henrich $   430.00 

Leon Hopp   $   600.00 

Orvie Kircher $     15.00 

Nathan Klockziem $     31.00 

Dan Koepsell $   130.00 

Jan Koepsell $     90.00 

Karen Koestler $   365.00 

Robert Kuhl $   100.00 

Bill Lammle $     20.00 

Lyle Lange $     10.00 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

The following memorials were 

received October 16, 2016 —

March 31, 2017. Unless otherwise 

designated, memorial gifts to 

MVL are invested in the General 

Fund Endowment, which accrues 

earnings that are used for the   

operating budget. 
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With the support of the many generous sponsors    

and participants of the 2016 MVL Golf Classic,    

over $14,000 was made available in tuition assistance 

for MVL families in the 2016-17 school year. What  

a blessing! 
 

MVL is already gearing up for the 33rd Annual Golf 

Classic. The event is scheduled for Monday, July 10 

at the New Ulm Country Club, with a shotgun start at 

noon. A wine and beer tasting, as well as dinner, will 

follow the golfing at 5:30 P.M. 

For more information about the event or about    

sponsorship levels, please contact Val Holzhueter at 

valh@mvlhs.org or 507.233.8692.  
 

Ready to register? Contact Kristin Matzke at 

kmatzke@mvlhs.org or 507.233.8662. 

 

See you July 10! 

GOLF CLASSIC AND WINE & BEER TASTING 

Students are preparing for several special events in 

the coming weeks. From plays to playoffs, concerts 

to graduation, and everything in between, you are 

warmly invited to attend. Visit mvl.org or call the 

school office at 507.354.6851 for more information.  

    Sacred Concert   April 23   7:00 P.M. 
   Performed at Martin Luther College 

    Spring Play   May 5 & 6   7:00 P.M. 

       May 6   2:00 P.M. 
   Presenting Anne of Green Gables 

    Prism Concert   May 13   5:00 P.M. & 

       8:00 P.M. 

    Graduation   May 28   2:00 P.M. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
The annual Booster Club Auction was held at MVL 

on Sunday, March 26. Many individuals of the   

MVL family joined in the fun as more than a       

hundred items were auctioned off. The event ended 

with approximately $27,000 raised for the Booster 

Club wish list, which supports special items for 

MVL’s co-curricular programs. Thank you to this 

year’s volunteers and bidders for a successful event! 

BOOSTER CLUB AUCTION 


